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This assignment will discuss the development of educational thinking in history, leading to the creation of National Curriculums in both England and Wales, culminating in a discussion around the development of the new national curriculum in Wales (2020).  It will firstly provide a variety of definitions of curriculum, followed by a discussion of theorists and legislation.  Concluding with a final closing statement.
A Curriculum is broadly defined as the content of individual education programmes, societal frameworks of learning and the Curriculum being linked to institutions such as schools, colleges and higher education or a group of subjects studied in a school or college (Wiles 2009). Collins (2011) also defines curriculum as a course of study in a particular subject being studied at either schools, colleges or higher education. Laevers and Heylen (2004), define the curriculum as the way society expresses what they want from education. (Annala, 2016) argue that it is difficult to define the curriculum because, as a multidimensional term, it has been given a variety of definitions throughout the years. National Curriculums should consider key stakeholders in society, these include employers; local organisations, children faith groups, adult family members .Throughout this paper, the national curriculum will be discussed historical and the changes that have been made with the influences of several theorists.
It may be possible to argue that these developments are the results of a historic journey in educational thought that goes back to ancient times. Miller and Pound (2011) notes that Greek philosophers made a great impact on influencing thinking and learning within education. Socrates (469 – 399BC) was a curious philosopher about the world and the nature of learning, who had a major influence on western thinking about education and politics. Socrates theory was to encourage discussion, who dedicated his life to the education of young athenian men. Socrates had a major influence on western thinking about education and politics. Plato (427 – 347 BC) built on Socrates’ views and argued, mankind was born with knowledge, since humans could not learn about geometry through the senses, so knowledge is recollected or already in our minds (Cormack & Ede, 2012).  Aristotle (384 – 322 BC) disagreed with Socrates views that man was born with knowledge and argued that knowledge comes with experience. Jean Rosseau (1712- 1778) also agreed with Aristotle in the belief that the purpose of education was to encourage children’s natural abilities and children’s in result children’s learning should outcomes on learning are built off  experiences within the learning environment, whilst being concrete and sensory experiences. 
Dewey’s theory of learning believed that children should learn by doing, a theory developed by Froebel, and appropriate activites should be available for children to learn when they are ready to learn (Hansen and Moore, 2012). Glenn, 2018 believes that providing an effective curriculum allows teachers, students, administrators and community stakeholders to plan effectively and provide structure for children’s learning. Dewey believed that activities set were not for children’s enjoyment but to acknowledge if the activities would expand on their learning, and what skills could be developed (Mooney, 2013); this was implemented through the foundation stage of the curriculum where children learn to explore activities indoors and outdoors. Dewy also believed an experience could be educational if the activity expands on the child’s existing knowledge and experience, develops new skills and adds to the child’s understanding of the world. Froebel’s idea encouraged Isaac’s theory of learning by doing and the importance of play; this was also encouraged by Dewey’s ideas of social interaction and giving support in children’s interests. However, Isaac disagreed with Piaget’s stages of development and the social and emotional aspects of children’s development.
The intention of the Governments with regards to education can be described as supporting and developing children’s learning.  Various Government sponsored reports over the years have set out recommendations for how learning should be organised in the UK based on philosophical theories by key theorists.  For example, the Plowden Report (1967) was Influenced by Bowlby’s ideas on mothering who advocates expansion of nursery schooling and introducing educational priority areas with ‘The National Curriculum’ (1989); also the most current review ‘The Rose Review’; that was commissioned by the Government to review reading, writing, numeracy and ICT in England (Duncan, 2010), and ‘The Primary Cambridge Review ’ which is an independent enquiry into the condition and future of primary education in England. (Curtis, 2009). These reviews were greatly persuaded by both Jean Piaget and Lev Vygotsky. Jean Piaget (1896 – 1980) was a recognised French speaking Swiss, whose theory believed that children’s learn by active knowledge and through hands on experience. However, Piaget believed that children’s understanding does not develop efficiently throughout childhood, as there are certain stages where children’s capabilities expand and progress, and childhood plays vital and active role in a person’s development.  Piaget’s theory influenced the curricular believing that transitions throughout childhood take place at the ages of eighteen months (the Preoperational stage), 7 years old (The Concrete operational stage) and between eleven and twelve years old (The Formal operations stage) (Pound, 2011). Piaget’s central structure to his theory was cognitive development and the achievement of knowledge in childhood that included processes including understanding, reasoning, thinking, problem solving, learning, conceptualising and remembering, understanding all the aspects of human intelligence as a whole (Brown and Desforges, 2006).
The National Curriculum was first introduced to England and Wales as part of the Education Reform Act (ERA) 1988. The ERA 1988 was broadly considered as an important single piece of legislation in England and Wales within education since the 'Butler' Education Act 1944 (Ofsted 2004). The New Right's 1988 ERA placed policies with the target to achieve the goal of raising standards. The ERA 1988, has fundamentally changed the liaison between the Department of Education and Science and the local education authorities in England and Wales.
The Curriculum then became a matter for the Welsh Government in 1998 when the UK Parliament passed the Government of Wales Act. The Act formed together with the National Assembly as a combined body, operating as one within legislation (National Assembly for wales, 2019). This meant that any decisions concerning curriculum in Wales would be the preserve of Cardiff rather than Westminster.  It may be possible to argue that since 1998, there has been a difference in the curriculum development between Wales and England in reducing the content of the curriculum in almost all subjects, though not in primary English, maths or science (UK Government, 2019b). The government also reported that the importance of new curriculum 1998 was not advise teachers how to teach, but focused more on the essential knowledge and skills every child should aim to achieve, the new curriculum give teachers more time to adjust the curriculum to their pupils' needs (BBC 2019). This difference may not have been reflective in the years that the New Labour government of Tony Blair and Gordon Brown were in power, as during this time both governments were led by the Labour party and had much in common;  however, there would obviously have been differences in relation to the welsh language.  Since 2010, however, with the election of the coalition government, and later with the Conservative Government of David Cameron; it is arguable that there has been a greater deviation of educational thinking between London and Cardiff. In September 2012, Michael Gove announced that GCSE examinations in England were to be replaced by a single examination along with introducing a change to the the A-level system, announcing principles of the International Baccalaureate (IB) to schools in England. Reforms included technology and computing where pupils will be taught how to code and solve practical computer problems at 11 rather than using word processing packages. Mr Gove believes the new curriculum combines the best elements of the world’s most successful education systems (Dominiczak 2013). He also believed that the most important thing is to make sure that we understand when children are performing whilst at school; to ensure that those children of higher capability are extended in their learning, but also those children with less capability are encouraged and supported through their learning  (Cosslett 2017). Baker et al (2013) believed Michael Goves new history syllabus was very full, and encouraged teachers to stress facts and dates over real understanding. Teachers also believed that there was a big divide in Michael Gove's thinking adding there was no clearly consideration that the curriculum changes and the exams need to be combined together as they are interlinked. Teachers were also appalled how they still had no clear details of how the curriculum will be assessed (The Guardian, 2013).
The UK Government then by 2002, applied that all schools were to offer pupils at least one course in each grouping subject at GCSE, these grouping subjects included art; design technology; humanities and modern foreign languages (Shepherd, 2011).
During the 2003, law changes were set in place to prevent councils from promoting teaching of the acceptability of homosexuality as a pretended family relationship in any maintained school. 
The Children’s Act was revised in 2004 by the Children’s act 1989, to make provisions for the establishment of a Children's Commissioner (Tassoni and Hucker, 2005). The rights of children are fundamental to the Welsh Governments agendas in respect to children’s ‘well-being’. All of the government’s key legislations concerning children such as safeguarding and education are supported by these ideas. The Children’s Act 2004 adjusted a wide range of reforms to strengthen the child protection system targeting to provide all young people the best possible opportunities in life. The Children’s Act implemented the main proposals outlined in the green paper, Every Child Matters (ECM), published in September 2003 (Batty, 2019).

It was during 2007, Labour was criticised for informing schools that they needed to strip back the traditional curriculum, along with removing Churchill and Hitler from the curriculum in the support of debt management, the environment and healthy eating courses. (Clark, 2007).
Within 2008, A level exam marking criteria was adapted to include a new A* grade similar to that at GCSE, also in 2009 Unpopular SATs for 14 year olds are scrapped, along with the science exam for 11 year olds.
The new coalition government in 2010 believed that school systems needed to be reformed to challenge inequality within education, to provide parents and pupils opportunity to choose a good school. The government also, desired to certify higher standards within education were achieved along with a high standard of teaching is being performed, believing that the schools and other agencies work in partnership to improve the educational system (House of Commons, 2012).
The Welsh Government allocated more than six hundred million pounds between 2007 and 2018 to fund early years anti-poverty programme and introduced flying start to Wales within defined geographical areas (In Brief, 2018).  The programme consists of four core elements. These services are generally available to all children aged under 4 years and their families in the geographical areas. 

In 2011, the coalition government announced an overhaul of the curriculum, with the aim to focus more on British history and immense works of literature in England (Paton, 2010). The new curriculum for Wales came into force in 2013; with more input to this National Curriculum being created in September 2014, with the exception to English and Maths being enforced for all year groups in 2016 and the science curriculum for year ten pupils. The national curriculum is still being revised, along with the achievement outcomes and will be built on progression; it is also important that the approach to progression is used accurately (UK Government, 2019c. This strand of development is being delivered in partnership with expert input through Camau, a partnership between Glasgow University and the University of Wales Trinity St David. 
The greatest difference between the welsh curriculum and english curriculum is the use of the welsh language within the welsh curriculum. The welsh language is a compulsory subject in maintained schools for children up to the age of sixteen. The England and Wales’ foundation stage of the curriculum differs; the England foundation stage ends at reception however, in Wales the foundation stage continues up to the end of year 2. The curriculum for England and Wales also share similar content. The curriculum is diverse in England and Wales with one of a key change being that in England, the national curriculum applies to children in Key Stages 1 and 2, (years 1 and 2). It includes English; maths; science; art and design; computing; design and technology; geography; history; music and physical education. Key Stage 2, (years 3 – 6) children must also study a foreign language. This differs to The National Curriculum for Wales as schools within Wales follow the National Literacy and Numeracy Framework (NLF) (UK Government, 2019a).
Since January 2018, the Pioneer network has been working with the Camau project to produce progression frameworks for each of the Areas of learning and Experience (AoLE) (UK Government, 2018).  
Vygotsky’s theory impacted on the education reform, his important theory to education was his belief of a zone of proximal development. Within education, this concept can be a vital tool for teachers to assess children’s development (Gredler and Shields, 2008). Vygotsky’s second application to his theory is the role-play, how children’s conceptual abilities are progressed, and how play leads to development. This theory links into education within the early years of the foundation phase setting, where it encourages children to be creative and imaginative, and makes learning more enjoyable and more effective. Foundation Phase settings are aimed to promote children’s discovery and independence and to obtain a greater emphasis on using the outdoor environment as a resource for children’s learning. Vygotsky differed with Piaget in comparison to the importance of language in child development. Piaget believed children’s language was immature due to a child having lack of capacity for meaningful communication, in contrast with Vygotsky who believed that social exchanges between a child and another person progressed children’s language (Cromwell, 2000). 
Smith (2009) recognises Te Whariki as a key towards successful implementation helping theory and practise for teachers. Te Whariki was from New Zealand his beliefs included four key principles including empowerment, holistic development, family and community and relationships including five elements that compromise of well-being, contribution, belonging, exploration and communication. The new curriculum for Wales similarises with Te Whariki’s approach to the curriculum (Carr et al, 2013).
 In Brief (2019) identify that the new curriculum for Wales will comprise of six Areas of Learning and Experience (AoLEs) including expressive arts; health and well-being; humanities; languages, literacy and communication; mathematics and numeracy and science and technology. Each AoLE supports four purposes which include ambitious, capable learners, enterprising, creative contributors, ethical, informed citizens, Healthy, confident individuals. The curriculum reached its third barrier where the Curriculum and Assessment Group (CAG) review progressed on work and provided guidance and support towards the next point of work. In May 2018, CAG explored how the AoLE’s were performing on the progression frameworks this also placed positive feedback (National Assembly for Wales, 2019a). Pioneers developed “What Matters” draft statements with supporting rationales for each of the AoLE’s. The phase of work involved producing draft achievement outcomes; the pioneers also used the progression framework to create detail for the AoLE’s and refined the essential knowledge, skills and experience needed to achieve the “What Matters” statements and the four purposes (UK Government , 2018b) .
Professor Donaldson was commissioned by Welsh Government to design Wales’ new curriculum, he explained more detail on his reforms that were to commence in both Scotland and Wales. The overhaul of Wales' curriculum has been reformed by the recommendations made by Professor Graham Donaldson who was also involved in the development of the Scottish curriculum (UK Government, 2018c). The new Curriculum for Wales 2020 aims to have more emphasis on preparing young people for life, and to build on their ability to learn new skills; applying their subject knowledge in a more positively and creatively way. As the world changes, children will have a better ability to adapt positively. The changes in the new curriculum have profound implications for what, and how, children and young people need to learn. When the 1993 curriculum was presented, tablets and smart phones did not even exist so a new digital competence framework will be introduced presenting digital skills across the curriculum, preparing them for the opportunities and risks that an online world presents (UK Government 2018 d).
Throughout this essay it was discussed how the curriculum has developed throughout the decades, theorists and philosophers have been discussed and their impact within the curriculum. The new curriculum was also looked upon; and what it aims to achieve. 
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