[bookmark: _GoBack] “The ‘Islamophobia’ of the media has damaged Muslim communities in the UK.” Discuss this statement and its validity (or not), illustrating your response with examples drawn from your own reading of media sources.
In this essay I will direct my focus upon islamophobia in the news area of the media, in particular the way Islam is reported in news stories and how that has contributed to the way Muslim communities have been damaged in the UK. The particular news I will be looking at includes, the mainstream newspapers online and the different online news reporters such as; the Sun, The Independent and the BBC. When using the term Islamophobia, it is important to understand what it means. Islamophobia is the fear, dislike or hatred toward Islamic or Muslim communities or individuals.[footnoteRef:17800] It is this fear and dislike of Muslims that has caused multiple hate crimes with this year having had 3,530 reported attacks that have been reported as specifically targeting Muslim people, according to government statistics.[footnoteRef:1] I will begin to answer this question by looking at case studies where islamophobia has been displayed in the media, focusing upon specific ways Muslims are portrayed in news stories.  [17800:  Lexico, definition of Islamophobia, 2019 <https://www.lexico.com/en/definition/islamophobia> [Accessed 19.12.2019]]  [1:  Home Office Statistical Bulletin, Hate Crime, England and Wales, 2018/19, 2019 <https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/839172/hate-crime-1819-hosb2419.pdf> [Accessed 15.12.2019]] 

In 2018 multiple stories were reported in the news where Boris Johnson was documented being Islamophobic within the public eye. He expressed that Muslim woman that wear the Burka are seen to him to look like letterboxes.[footnoteRef:9527] It was recorded in the BBC online newspaper and talks of the events when Boris was commenting about the Burka ban in Denmark and as a response compared those who wore burkas to letterboxes and ‘bank robbers.’[footnoteRef:9255] from this comment there was a secondary story in the news displaying crucial figures that argued how hate crime towards Muslims largely increased due to this particular comment made by Boris Johnson.[footnoteRef:3165] As there was mass media coverage of him being islamophobia it allowed people to believe that because this was being said by a person of importance and because it was allowed to be reported in newspapers that it may have been accepted. As a result of this being seen as acceptable in the news and by Boris Johnson it saw no restrain to other people in the UK to begin to freely discuss what they wanted in regard to islamophobia.  [9527:  BBC News, Boris Johnson faces criticism over burka ‘letter box’ jibe, August 2018 <https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-politics-45083275> [Accessed 16.12.2019].]  [9255:  BBC News, Boris Johnson faces criticism over burka ‘letter box’ jibe, August 2018 <https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-politics-45083275> [Accessed 16.12.2019].
]  [3165:  Dearden.L, Islamopohbic incidents rose 375% after Boris Johnson compared Muslim women to letter boxes, September 2019 <https://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/home-news/boris-johnson-muslim-women-letterboxes-burqa-islamphobia-rise-a9088476.html> [Accessed 16.12.2019]] 

Another example where the news media has damaged Muslim communities is when the sun newspaper reported a story that 1 in 5 British Muslims have sympathy for jihadists. It was the later discovered that this statistic was in fact wrong and so the Sun was accused of only producing the story in order to fuel the prejudice.[footnoteRef:24569] As we tend to trust newspapers and mainstream news stories when the Sun posted what looked like a statistic it may cause people to react. It definitely would have damaged the muslin communities in Britain, anyone who would have read this article posted by the Sun would then believe that 1 in every 5 Muslims in Britain had sympathy towards jihadist groups. This would deteriorate the British Muslims image as they would be seen as having sympathy for an extremist group. The News Story was said to have been ‘fulling prejudice’[footnoteRef:14727] as this report corresponds with the Paris shootings that took place on the 13th of November. As there was a known terrorist attack in France it is clear to see how by the Sun publishing this kind of report it can alter what people think about Muslim in the UK in a negative way. In a separate report by the foreignpolicy.com they discovered that 10 days after the Paris shootings, which was the same day the Sun published their report, there was a 300% spike in hate crime towards Muslims.[footnoteRef:27178] with a prediction of more than 115 British Muslims suffering from religiously aggravated hate crime, so when the Sun published their report it only continued to damage the reputation of British Muslim communities in the UK. This story was later followed up and investigated as it drew 3000 complaints reported to the Independent press standards organisation.[footnoteRef:32726] The Sun was forced to later admit that the published story was significantly misleading. It is stories like this that lead one to question, what are the guidelines on reporting in the newspapers? If this story was significantly misleading why did it take such a long time for The Sun to have to admit their mistakes. If the guidelines and criteria were stricter on the way reports are published, would this story have still been published? With the damage this story caused the Sun should have done more than just published that the story was misleading.  [24569: Lizzie D, The Sun and Daily Mail accused of ‘fulling prejudice’ in report on rising racisit violence and hate speech in the UK. 2016 <https://www.independent.co.uk/news/media/press/the-sun-and-daily-mail-fuelling-prejudice-racist-violence-hate-crime-speech-uk-ecri-report-a7351856.html> [accessed 19.12.19].]  [14727:  Lizzie D, The Sun and Daily Mail accused of ‘fulling prejudice’ in report on rising racisit violence and hate speech in the UK. 2016 <https://www.independent.co.uk/news/media/press/the-sun-and-daily-mail-fuelling-prejudice-racist-violence-hate-crime-speech-uk-ecri-report-a7351856.html> [accessed 19.12.19].]  [27178:  Henry J, Hate crimes against Muslims in the UK on the rise, November 2015 <https://foreignpolicy.com/2015/11/23/hate-crimes-against-muslims-in-the-u-k-on-the-rise/> [accessed 19.12.2019]]  [32726:  Will W, sun forced to admit ‘1 in 5 British Muslims story’ was significantly misleading, 2016 <https://www.independent.co.uk/news/media/ipso-sun-british-muslims-story-headline-significantly-misleading-a6953771.html> [accessed 20.12.2019].] 

The next incident is similar to the two above, it is a case where the news has reported on a story and it has caused a domino effect to those in the Muslim communities in Britain. The report was from May 2017 at the time of the Manchester Arena bombings. There was another terrorist attack in 2017 when a terrorist bombed the Manchester stadium. This event caused the death of 22 people and injured 59 more.[footnoteRef:30780] Following this event there was a significant increase in religious aggravated hate crime. As seen by the home office reports in 2017 it shows that just after the attack there was a large spike in hate crime and from May 2017 to June 2017 reports of hate crimes had risen from 125 offences reported to just over 225 offence reported. This shows there was over 100 more reports recorded of religiously aggravated hate crimes just during that month.[footnoteRef:20458] one particular report of how this damaged Muslim communities was reported in The Sun newspaper; [30780:  The Guardian, At least 22 killed, 59 injured in suicide attack in Manchester arena, 2017 <https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2017/may/22/manchester-arena-police-explosion-ariana-grande-concert-england> [accessed 20.12.2019].]  [20458:  Aoife O, Hate crime England and Wales, 2016 to 2017, 2017 <https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/652136/hate-crime-1617-hosb1717.pdf> [accessed 19.12.2019].] 

“The schoolgirl was allegedly cornered by fellow pupils and asked what she was doing on the night of the Manchester Arena bombing before being verbally abused.”[footnoteRef:5773] [5773:  Lauren F, RACE HATE BULLIES Police launch probe after teen bullies ‘surround Muslim schoolgirl and chant “ISIS” as she’s being picked up by her mum, 2017 <https://www.thesun.co.uk/news/3999433/teenage-bullies-muslim-schoolgirl-chant-isis-stockport-video/> [accessed 20.12.2019]
] 

This is one awful example of how innocent British Muslims are taking abuse for something they are not involved in. The man that was the cause of the Manchester arena attack had been discovered and blamed for his actions, yet it is the sever backlash that causes the most problems. It is this longstanding idea that because the news reports include the words ‘Islamic extremists’[footnoteRef:11944] and people just look for the words Islam and begin to target all Muslim people. It is then the suffering of innocent Muslims possible because this term has been used. Another attack linked to the Manchester bombings was the supposed revenge mosque attack in Oldham. The attack took place around 5 hours after the attack on the Manchester arena. The report began saying how ‘The door of the Jamia Qasmia Zahidia Islamic Centre in Oldham, Greater Manchester, was set alight and badly damaged.’[footnoteRef:3308] this shows how quickly the damage can be to the Muslim community that it only took 5 hours before there was a revenge attack to a Muslim sacred place of worship. This clearly proves that people are too fast to assume that all Muslims are the same. After just 5 hours there was this random attack to the Mosque. The bombings in Manchester had no involvement to this mosque yet this was the mosque that was bombed for simply just being a Muslim place of worship. This is how quickly and how sever the reputations of British Muslims are becoming damaged due to the reports in the news. [11944:  Amanda D and David H, Who was Salman Abedi? Manchester arena bombing attacker who left 22 dead at ariana Grande concert, 2019 <https://www.thesun.co.uk/news/3626664/salman-abedi-manchester-arena-bombing-terror-attacker-latest/> [accessed 20.12.2019].]  [3308:  Rachael R, Mosque attacked by arsonists in Oldham in suspected revenge attack for Manchester bombing,  2017 <https://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/home-news/oldham-mosque-attack-manchester-bombing-arson-revenge-suspected-police-a7751866.html> [accessed 20.12.2019].] 

Another example where the news always the abuse of power is within the Brexit party. “Anne Marie Waters was blocked from standing for the party in the general election over her associations with far-right groups.”[footnoteRef:22554] the UKIP party openly allows Waters to stand as their leader even though she has referred to Islam as evil. Waters is also a member of a group that campaigns against sharia Law in the UK. For a woman of her power to be allowed to open express these claims is wrong. Not only are they extreme claims but they also add to the damage of the Muslim communities in Britain. For anytime her views are put on the mainstream news source it allows people to agree with her. If the extreme views and claims were not added to the mainstream news there would be no publicity brought to what she has said other than the people that were there. Even if the reports are expressing that what she is expressing is wrong it is still online for people to see and for people to agree with. It then allows the space for religiously motivated hate crime to continue to grow against Muslims. One of the most notable things she has expressed online is that; ”she believes Islam is “evil” and “an expansionist, political, totalitarian and supremacist faith, commanded to world domination.”[footnoteRef:3816] if this view was not online for people to see there is a chance that not many would know about her and her views could stop being agreed with. If there were more sever regulations it could prevent views like these from being allowed to circulate. In turn, this could stop the amount of hate crime due to damaging views like these.  [22554:  Rachel R, UKIP allows campaigner who claimed Islam is ’evil’ to stand as leader, 2017 <https://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/politics/ukip-anti-islam-anne-marie-waters-pegida-sharia-watch-muslims-a7889326.html> [accessed 20.12.2019]]  [3816:  Rachel R, UKIP allows campaigner who claimed Islam is ’evil’ to stand as leader, 2017 <https://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/politics/ukip-anti-islam-anne-marie-waters-pegida-sharia-watch-muslims-a7889326.html> [accessed 20.12.2019]] 

With the way certain media stories have damaged the Muslim communities in the UK they have tried to come back stronger, and in some respects defend themselves through their own online sources. One notable way they have tried to recover their reputation from the damage was the campaign #notinmyname. This was a group set up in order to express that Islamic Extremists do not represent British Muslims and that British Muslims do not accept the ideology of what the extremist groups and terrorists are doing. the campaign aims to spread awareness that the terrorist group IS does not share the religious views of British Muslims and that British Muslims do not share their ideology in anyway.[footnoteRef:4881] It is campaigns like these that bring to light to the damage the media does to the British Muslim communities. The idea that the not in my name campaign has to exist due to how much hate Muslims experience for just being themselves. That they feel the need to have to clarify that they have no relation to extremist groups and that not all Muslims are the same, the need they feel to have to express this is wrong this is something the media should be naturally including. If with every news story there was a follow up that not all Muslims are the same, or that just because this is an Islamic extremist attack that does not give the British public the excuse to show hate towards all Muslims. If short things like the example above were included in the media people would take a moment and think before they invoke their unnecessary actions towards others.  [4881:  Sophie G, #notinmyname: young British Muslims stand up to ISIS in online campaign,  2014 <https://www.mirror.co.uk/news/uk-news/notinmyname-young-british-muslims-stand-4274392> [accessed20.12.2019].] 

Another procedure in place at the moment is the operation tell mama. Tell mama is an organization that measures the amount of anti-muslimism attacks and supports the victims of them. They operate a helpline you are able to call if you are ever a victim of an anti-Muslimism attack and it will be documented. The government work closely with tell mama in order to stop anti-Muslimism crimes. The idea there is a specific helpline for anti-Muslimism attacks shows how sever hate crime is becoming in the UK and should display that something more needs to be done and that more actions should be put in place. 
In conclusion it is clear that the way news online is reported and circulated around the UK it is causing damage to Muslim communities. From the words that news reports are using and how some newspapers are using fake statistics and also how people in power are abusing the influence they have and how this is being recorded in the news and causing an outburst of hate crime. The result is the same, the way newspaper report information online should be altered. Information about Muslims in online news reports should be added, even if it is a simple statement explaining that not all Muslims are the same and just because it is an Islamic extremist doesn’t mean that the vigilante members of the UK should take it upon themselves to harm any Muslim they see, as this is the progressing problem we are seeing. 
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