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[bookmark: _Toc107435430]Introduction
Academic skills are the abilities that enable a learner to focus, learn, and remember information when studying effectively in his academic life. These skills are the characteristics and academic practices that enable a student to succeed academically. They assist a student to prepare for a job and keep him focused and motivated. It also helps him to become innovative and creative, and much more. Here the author will discuss one particular academic skill that helps a student to become a better one (Gardiner, 2019).


[bookmark: _Toc107435431]Presentation Skill
Presentation skill is the capability of a student to confidently and effectively deliver an oral presentation. This skill allows a student to communicate with the listener, maintain eye contact, and convey messages accurately. It helps the student to make good body language and learn how to control the voice. It also helps the student to make slides which can improve his computer skill. But understanding the audience is important in a presentation (Edwards, 2007). If the audience feels bored that is not a good presentation. In this digital world, a good presenter can get extra benefits in his career. It is a skill that can help him to communicate with other people in his job sector.
The basic goals of the presentation are to inform and motivate the audience members to take action and develop the goodwill of the presenter. A student's potential can be realized and a number of career opportunities can be unlocked with strong presentation abilities. When a student has good presentation skills the chances of pursuing higher education are increased effectively. The last point is that practically every day, business professionals are required to plan seminars and give presentations (Dougan, 2015). So, the presentation skill will also help him to significantly contribute to the organization in his future profession.
[bookmark: _Toc107435432]Benefits of Presentation Skill
Effective presentation skills are a key life skill that will benefit a student in his future education and employment. It helps a student to remove his stress and shyness in delivering a speech. Statistics show that almost 74 per cent of people feel nervous in front of an audience. Presentation practices help a student to overcome this problem. Presentation abilities are an outstanding and effective tool that will take a student far beyond simply speaking in class. With presentation skills training, a student will become an all-around good presenter, arranging and effectively explaining his thoughts. It will help him to make new friends and face job interviews in his future career. It will also help him to improve his hand movements and facial expression with the audience (Widyaningrum, 2016). Besides these, the student will develop the ability to convey his message concisely, clearly, and effectively in a limited period of time when he has a certain amount of time to give his presentation.
A student can become confident through presentation practice. He can also improve his speaking skill and express his leadership abilities by using effective presentation skills. The four vital benefits of presentation skills are described below:
[bookmark: _Toc107435433]Improve Speaking Skill
A presentation is an excellent approach to enhancing a student's language learning experience. Basically, all the presentations are delivered in English in academic life so that a student can enhance his speaking ability. If a student can deliver his speech quickly and clearly in English that can make him a good presenter. A fluent English speaker can deliver a good presentation (Wright, 2013). Fluency in English is important for a student both in his academic career and professional career.
[bookmark: _Toc107435434]Improve Confidence
Throughout their academic careers, most students are required to give presentations at least occasionally. Although giving presentations is not a fundamental task, presentation skills enable students every day to develop their self-esteem, confidence, and communication skill. Practices in presentation skills can assist speakers in understanding their audience, communicating effectively, and becoming more conscious of their body language (Perry, 2011).
[bookmark: _Toc107435435]Growth Opportunities
A student's potential can be realized by his presentation ability. A variety of future job prospects can be unlocked with good presentational skills. Whereas those who produce outstanding presentations stand out and are noticed. But the students who are uncomfortable presenting presentations are considerably less likely to be considered for promotions. They get fewer opportunities to improve. So, a career-oriented student must have to improve his presentation skills in his academic life (Fukuhara and Kojiri, 2019).
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A leader is one who tries to persuade others to follow them. The presentation brings out leadership skills in a student. Good leaders increase confidence in their followers because they can convince them of their vision. When a student has to persuade a challenging audience, his leadership abilities are truly tested (Mumford, Campion and Morgeson, 2007). A presentation will help a student to go through the important questions an organization can ask.
[bookmark: _Toc107435437]How to Improve the Skill
It takes time, effort and hard work to develop effective presentation skills (Widyaningrum, 2016). A student can look confident on the day of the presentation by practicing earlier. He can also improve his presentation by participating in a public speaking course or by rehearsing in front of family and friends and asking for feedback (Edwards, 2007). This will help him to feel less anxious. Describing three suggestions that can help a future first-year student to develop his presentation skills:
[bookmark: _Toc107435438]Memorizing the key points
Memorizing the key points is important at the time of presentation rather than the full script. When a student delivers the speech in his own way remembering the key points, that make a good presentation. But if the presenter memorizes the whole script, he may make mistakes at the time of delivering the speech (Perry, 2011). If he forgets a line, it can be difficult to get back on track. That is why knowing what he is going to say in general may be more accepting. Audience engagement will also decrease if a student delivers a memorizing script.
[bookmark: _Toc107435439]Watching videos and learning from other speakers
Watching online videos and learning from other good speakers can help a student to make a better presentation (Gardiner, 2019). He can take important notes while he watches those videos and individuals. He can talk with them in person to learn how they become a good presenter and then he can practice personally in front of the mirror or before his family members.
[bookmark: _Toc107435440]Understanding the audience
Finally, a student has to understand his audience before delivering the speech. It will make better communication between the audience and the speaker. First of all, the speaker has to describe what he is going to present. This will give a clear idea to the audience of what is going to be delivered. So that they can give concentration on the presentation. A student should feel comfortable to talk with his audience before starting a presentation (Dougan, 2015). This can make him more relaxed and enable him to connect with his audience.
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In this report, the author discussed about an academic skill that can assist a student advance in both his higher education and future profession. An effective presentation skill helps a student to make good time management, communicate with other people, remove stress, improve facial expressions and many more essential characteristics. Good presentation skills are highly valued in the modern era. This is so that, using this particular skill a presenter can effectively convince clients and customers. Therefore, developing this skill is necessary during academic life.
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