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Introduction:
	This report will try to understand what factors contribute to people's level of affection towards the natural environment. “We belong to cultures which have failed to recreate a sense of free nature as our true home” (Faarlund, 1994, p. 21). Due to this cultural failure, humans tend to neglect natural environments and nature. Perkins has conducted research in this area although “a key issue which remains unclear is what motivates individuals to act altruistically in their daily lives in order to protect the environment, often contrary to their own self-interest?” (2010, p. 456).  

	This dilemma piqued my interest to find out more; specifically, what factors affect people’s motives for protecting the environment. In order to find out more I must conduct a survey to see what people have to share. By asking quantitative questions I can analyze and compare my results to see if there are any underlying factors that affect people's affection for the environment. 

Procedure:
	A quantitative approach was used to help compare and contrast people's different lifestyles in relation to the environment. Quantitative data uses numbers and can be analyzed for statistical understandings (Williman, 2011). This technique was great for collecting a large sample size of people with minimal effort. As stated by Cohen, Manion and Morrison, quantitative research is good at delving into a group of people and finding out information that can be later analyzed (2017). Using this approach, I decided to find out what makes people care about the environment and what factors can have an effect. I used Google Forms (2020) to create a survey that asked for basic background knowledge on the person to get a baseline for comparing deeper environmental questions. 

	Using Google Forms (2020) a survey was created for this report. A link was used to share the survey on social media for friends and family to answer questions anonymously about themselves. Google Forms (2020) created raw data to analyze and convert to a spreadsheet. Once in Google Spreadsheet (2020) the information gathered was converted into tables making it easier to visualize patterns and analyze the findings. Using percentages and averages was most useful to show the data in the tables. 

	Creating the survey was also a key part for the procedure, if the right questions were not asked then the data gathered would have been useless. By asking general personal questions to begin it gave me comparative variables to work from when looking at environmental factors. For example, I needed to ask a person's gender in order to cross tabulate for an understanding correlating to the environment. 









Data Presentation and Findings:

Gender* How much do you enjoy nature? Cross Tabulation

	
	Do you enjoy nature?
	
	
	
	
	
	

	What's your gender?
	No
	Yes, although in small doses
	Yes, but only to do an activity/ sport
	Yes, most of the time
	Yes! I live in wild all the time
	Grand Total
	

	Female
	2%
	14%
	6%
	88%
	
	100%
	

	Male
	
	4%
	
	81%
	15%
	100%
	

	Prefer not to say
	
	
	
	1
	
	1
	

	Grand Total
	1
	8
	3
	51
	2
	65
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	



Does gender affect someone's enjoyment of nature? Looking at this table it could be hypothesized that males enjoy nature more than females. As over 96% males answered yes to enjoyment of nature opposed to females where only 94% said they enjoyed nature. Although males answered more extremely to this question in correlation to how much they enjoy nature. One thing to keep in mind while finding these results is out of the 64 participants who gave their gender only 24% were male and the rest were female. This is not an even recording of gender so it could lead to false findings.

Where do you live* How often do you go outside? Cross Tabulation

	
	How often do you go outside?
	
	
	
	

	Where do you live?
	0-2
	3-5
	6+
	Grand Total
	

	City
	4%
	3%
	3%
	7
	

	Rural/ countryside
	9%
	21%
	6%
	24
	

	Suburbs/ Urbanized towns
	16%
	30%
	4%
	34
	

	Grand Total
	20
	36
	9
	65
	

	
	
	
	
	
	



Can the area where you live affect how often you go outside (Possibly affecting how much you care for the environment and why)? In this analysis there is not much of a correlation between the two factors. In fact, looking at the percentages 6% of rural living people go out while only 3-4% of city and suburb livers go out that much, this is expected. The closer you live to nature the more likely you will spend your time there. Although this is disproven when 9% more people in the suburbs go outside 3-5 times a day compared to people living in rural areas. Theoretically in a perfect world this should be the other way around, but my data collected says otherwise. 

Age* How much do you care for the environment 1-10

	AVERAGE 
	On a scale of 1-10 how much do you care for the environment?
	
	
	
	
	
	

	What is your age?
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10
	Grand Total

	<60
	
	
	
	
	9
	10
	9.2

	>18
	
	
	7
	
	
	
	

	18-24
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10
	7.9

	25-39
	
	
	7
	8
	9
	10
	8.67

	40-59
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10
	8.3

	Grand Total
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10
	8.29



Does age play a role in how much we care about the environment? Using the averages on the scale of 1-10 care for the environment that data found is almost perfect for my research predictions. I expected the younger you are the less you care for the environment and with age an increase in care for the environment. Although 40-59-year old’s average was 8.3 compared to 25-39 who’s average was 8.6. This skews the findings slightly although comparing 18-24 with an average of 7.9 to 60 and older average of 9.2. This result shows that age can affect how much we care about the environment, the older we are the more we care!
















Enjoyment of nature* level of care for nature cross tabulation

	AVERAGE 
	On a scale of 1-10 how much do you care for the environment?
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Do you enjoy nature?
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10
	Grand Total

	No
	
	
	7
	
	
	
	7

	Yes, although in small doses
	5
	
	7
	8
	
	10
	7.6

	Yes, but only to do an activity/ sport
	
	
	
	8
	9
	
	8.6

	Yes, most of the time
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10
	8.3

	Yes! I live in wild all the time
	
	
	
	
	
	10
	10

	Grand Total
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10
	8.29



Can someone's enjoyment towards nature affect the level in which they care for nature? This table is very similar to the last table where the data is skewed in the middle, something is affecting the data that does not correlate to my predictions. My prediction would show that the more you enjoy nature the more you care about it. In the table this is slightly disproven where a jump from 8.6 to 8.3 is made between yes, but only to do an activity/sport and yes, most of the time. This is confusing and I cannot make sense why there would be a decrease in care for the environment where the enjoyment is increased. Overall though, this table can show the more one enjoys nature the more they care for it. Proven by the do you enjoy nature question which was answered with no and a care response of 7/10 compared to yes. I live in the wild all the time and gave a care response of 10/10. The mean of the data proves that there is a correlation between how much someone enjoys nature and how much they care for nature. 

Conclusions/ Reflection:
	To summarize, the information found in this report needs to be taken with a pinch of salt as there was not a wide enough variety of people analyzed. Although within the small portion of people there were some distinct patterns that helped better understand what factors contribute to people's involvement for the environment. If the information found wanted to be stronger than a larger sample of even male and females should have been collected. Walliman suggests that using both the quantitative and qualitative approach can help strengthen findings (2011). Since quantitative data is not effective at researching opinions, culture, feelings or emotions ( Williman, 2011).  With this in mind the questions on my survey that were actually used and analyzed were rather limited, restricting how much information that could actually be gathered. All in all, there are many different reasons for what makes people care about the environment, trying to understand and find out why is much harder than it seems. 
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