In the light of one of your visits, examine the arguments for and against removing monuments / artifacts OR buildings from their sites in the landscape to the safekeeping of the museum.

[bookmark: _GoBack]In my report, I aim to discuss the argument for and against removing monuments, artefacts or building from their original site to a museum, in this case I will focus on St Fagans. There are a variety of reasons for moving a specific piece of heritage, such as preventing further decay, restoring it back to its original condition, using it for research and using it to educate visitors. However, this is at the cost of many smaller communities will lose a key piece of heritage from their community. 

My visit was to St Fagans, a branch from the National Museum of Wales in Cardiff, that removes old buildings from across Wales and re-builds them within their site. St Fagans is an example of an open-air museum that moved buildings and monuments to their ground for restoration and conservation, so it they can be displayed and represent Welsh history.  I will use St Fagans as a case study in the debate on whether significant heritage assets that represent Welsh history should be moved to their site for safeguarding. It has just re-opened after a £30 million redevelopment, implementing four new galleries focusing on the archaeology, traditional craft and social history of Wales. It received this money from the Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF), the Welsh Government and private benefactors and sponsors.[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Joshua Knapman, "This Is What St Fagans Looks Like After The Latest Part Of Its £30 Million Makeover Is Complete", Wales Online, 2017 <https://www.walesonline.co.uk/whats-on/whats-on-news/what-st-fagans-looks-like-13325135> [Accessed 4 January 2019].] 

[image: ]During the visit, I received a tour around the four new galleries, explaining the meaning and theme behind each one. I then toured around the buildings outside. There are 48 buildings/monuments within the grounds including the galleries and 43 of these have been relocated from a different area. Overall, I got the impression that there had not been much controversy in terms of dismantling these buildings in their original context.

The museum first opened on the 1st July 1948 and was the UK’s first open air museum. It was a radical new way of presenting history and was a popular attraction. It was originally named the ‘Welsh Folk Museum’ to preserve aspects of rural life, however due to the rapid industrialisation of Wales, it changed its focus to welsh society covering all aspects. The museum is visited by almost 500,000 people annually[footnoteRef:2]. This makes it one of the most, if not the most visited heritage sites in Wales. Welsh people have also donated and sold buildings to the museum in order for a piece of their heritage to be remembered and commemorated for decades. This is the case regarding the miner’s cottages at St Fagans. Furthermore, the residents were happy to sell the cottages as many of them re-visited them to share and record memories about their life in the industrialised town Merthyr Tydfil.[footnoteRef:3] [2:  "Cumulative Visitor Figures: 2017-2018", National Museum Wales, 2018 <https://museum.wales/visitor-figures/cumulative-2017-18/> [Accessed 18 December 2018].]  [3:  "A Brief History Of St Fagans", National Museum Wales, 2018 <https://museum.wales/stfagans/stfagans-history/> [Accessed 20 December 2018].] 


Although in the past there has not been much opposition in terms of moving buildings into museum safekeeping, more recently there has been more emphasis on impact this process has on communities which lose their heritage asset. The most obvious argument against the removal of buildings and monuments of historic significance is that it takes heritage away from the communities it originates from. Although the National Museum of Wales gains an exhibition, communities across Wales are losing vital parts of their heritage. Not only are they losing heritage, but also losing opportunity to grow the economy. The Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF) have recently placed much more emphasis on the unique opportunity small communities have to draw in more tourism to boost the generate money into the economy. it has organised new funding opportunities and projects designed for communities to regenerate their significant heritage.[footnoteRef:4] However, by losing something that communities could get funding for, they miss out on an opportunity to increase tourism and profit.  [4:  "Community Heritage | Heritage Lottery Fund", Hlf.Org.Uk, 2018 <https://www.hlf.org.uk/looking-funding/what-we-fund/community-heritage> [Accessed 28 November 2018].] 

However, St Fagans does not intend to move buildings or monuments from communities that have maintained the building and use it as a heritage asset. St Fagans either accepts donated heritage assets or buys them. St Fagan’s currently has 5 million items in storage. Furthermore, the recent project has meant working with over two hundred Welsh communities to develop new ways of presenting and to have their say on what they would like to see in the galleries.

Furthermore, there is the issue of authenticity. Some museum and heritage officials suggest the building is no longer authentic if it has been moved away from its original surroundings. I found that a study carried out in Auckland, investigated whether open-air museums were classed as authentic, looking specifically at Howick Historical Village. The study questioned heritage official’s definition of authentic and whether Howick Historical Village was authentic. It concluded that the majority of the heritage officials would suggest that the museum is not authentic .[footnoteRef:5] Furthermore, in an interview with CNN, Ford W Bell, the President of the American Alliance of Museums stated that museums are the last bastions of authenticity and in a world full of virtual reality and mass production, it is more important than ever to be authentic.[footnoteRef:6] However, I believe that the need for authenticity is a relatively recent concept and with more emphasis and pressure being put on museums to be “authentic”. In terms of authenticity, would it be fair to suggest the St Fagans is not authentic at all? Considering most buildings and monuments have been restored and fixed to a particular time period? This could be used against the debate regarding the relocation of buildings. [5:  Jennifer Walling, "Is Authenticity Necessary For Heritage? Official And Non-Official Views Through The Lens Of The Open-Air Museum Howick Historical Village" (unpublished Masters, University of Auckland, 2016).]  [6:  CNN, "Are Museums Still Relevant?", 2017 <https://edition.cnn.com/travel/article/are-museums-still-relevant/index.html> [Accessed 31 December 2018].] 


Another opposing argument is the idea that only specific buildings/monuments are placed in the museum. How do museum officials decide what is important to welsh culture and society? Furthermore, whilst tourists keep the museum running and beneficial, they can also be damaging for the heritage. With nearly 500,000 visitors annually exhibits and heritage assets can be damaged by over-exposure. It could be suggested that St Fagans are essentially demonstrating what Welsh culture they think should be remembered and celebrated, rather than what the people of Wales suggest. Essentially, it comes down to authority. “Museums do not just gather valuable objects but make objects valuable by gathering them. The museum is able to produce cultural knowledge by organizing how the materials it authorizes are seen - by controlling the Gaze.”[footnoteRef:7] This quote suggests that items, in St Fagans case, buildings, are not important unless they are chosen to be relocated to their museum.  [7:  Barbara Kirshenblatt-Gimblett, Destination Culture (Berkeley, Calif: University of California Press, 2009).] 


Furthermore, people may have their own reasons for not wanting to move historically rich assets, such as religion. Many religious people wouldn’t agree with places of religious significance being moved. Moreover, many people simply do not agree with putting so much emphasis on the past. Are governments spending too much money on the past rather than using the money to better other public services that need attention. In an article in the Herald, journalist Sean McPartlin expresses that not enough people are thinking the present. How to make society better today and especially the future.[footnoteRef:8] [8:  Sean McPartlin, "Why We Need To Focus On The Present, Not The Past", The Herald Scotland, 2014 <https://www.heraldscotland.com/news/13193095.why-we-need-to-focus-on-the-future-not-the-past/> [Accessed 4 January 2019].] 


On the other hand, supporting the argument for moving buildings into a museum means that the museum has the expertise and funding to be able to restore and conserve heritage assets. If St Fagans did not step in to rehome the buildings it has, then they most likely would not still be standing today in their original landscape. This argument is strongly supported and reinforced by the fact that so many historically significant buildings have been left to crumble due to lack of funds from private owners. For example, the website Welsh Country Houses have a page dedicated to the 390 homes that were left to deteriorate to a state where they can no longer be repaired.[footnoteRef:9] Those lost country houses, if maintained, could have exhibited their rich history and could be used as a unique heritage asset to 390 communities across Wales. Although restoring buildings is not necessarily ‘authentic’ it does provide an educational experience. [9:  "Lost Houses – The Story Of The Welsh Country House", Welshcountryhomes.Co.Uk, 2019 <http://www.welshcountryhomes.co.uk/lost/> [Accessed 3 January 2019].] 


St Fagans is the largest provider for education in Wales outside of the school system. It caters for nursery stages, right through to adults and even provides courses for teachers. St Fagans is also unique as it also provides recreations of earlier buildings such as Llys Llewellyn Medieval Court and the Iron Age roundhouse Bryn Eryr, as there are not many surviving buildings before 1402. These two building provide exclusive educational experiences, by allowing groups of people to spend the night and attend workshops including breadmaking. St Fagans creates a space for people to imagine and learn about how and what developed and sculpted our society today.[footnoteRef:10] [10:  "Key Stage 2", National Museum Wales, 2018 <https://museum.wales/stfagans/learning/ks2/> [Accessed 4 January 2019].] 
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Furthermore, St Fagans has been at the centre of some controversy recently. The museums newest building is The Vulcan Hotel, in Cardiff which the owners, Brains Brewery closed in 2012. There has been an ongoing public protest to stop the pub being demolished, by the local community, and to keep the pub open so it could thrive in the heart of student night life. Local people were convinced that it would be profitable if Brains Brewery kept it open. They set up the campaign “Save the Vulcan”, which set up a petition to stop the pub from being demolished, organised demonstrations and even published newsletters. The campaign managed to save the Vulcan Hotel and was now being moved into the care of St Fagans. This may seem like a great achievement, as the pub will still be running and will also be restored, however, the local community were still not completely happy with the result. They wanted the pub to stay in the community to be celebrated and remembered everyone.[footnoteRef:11] They believed that with regeneration, it could easily become a busy venue as it was situated in a student populated area. Furthermore, the pub will be restored back to how it looked in 1915, meaning many local people will not necessarily recognise it.[footnoteRef:12]  [11:  "Save The Vulcan", Save-The-Vulcan.Blogspot.Com, 2018 <http://save-the-vulcan.blogspot.com/> [Accessed 18 December 2018].]  [12:  Huw Silk, "Historic Vulcan Pub To Reopen Its Doors And Serve Alcohol Again", Walesonline, 2018 <https://www.walesonline.co.uk/whats-on/food-drink-news/historic-vulcan-pub-reopen-doors-11139903> [Accessed 18 December 2018].] 


In reflection, I can clearly see both sides to the argument. However, there is no doubt that by bringing generally neglected buildings to St Fagan’s, the museum is able to restore it and in fact use it in an education way to demonstrate Welsh culture and society. I don’t agree with the statement suggesting that St Fagans would not be classed as authentic. I believe people should learn and take from their experiences at St Fagans rather than focusing on any restoration or modifications done on buildings. Too much emphasis is being placed on the need for realness rather than what we can learn from educational centres like this. I strongly support the relocation of buildings in Wales into St Fagans as it’s a place that has the facilities to create and maintain an area to celebrate Welsh traditions and to celebrate it. It is free to enter therefore provides education and interaction for all types of people.
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