Reading Guide
Pre-reading for: “Decentring Whiteness in Research: Towards Racial and Social Justice”
Thursday 6th November 2025, 4–6pm (online)
Article:
Gabi, J., Olsson Rost, A., Warner, D., & Asif, U. (2023). Decolonial praxis: Teacher educators' perspectives on tensions, barriers, and possibilities of anti-racist practice-based Initial Teacher Education in England. The Curriculum Journal, 34(1), 83–99.

Why this reading?
This article is grounded in Initial Teacher Education (ITE), but the questions it raises about coloniality, whiteness, and anti-racist praxis are relevant across all research contexts.
For researchers, it prompts us to ask:
· How do our research practices (design, methodology, analysis) reproduce or resist whiteness?
· Whose knowledge and scholarship are centred or erased in our literature reviews?
· How do our positionalities as researchers shape the questions we ask and the voices we privilege?
· How do institutional frameworks (funding, REF, policies, publishing) enable or obstruct anti-racist praxis?

About the Authors
· Josephine Gabi, Anna Olsson Rost, Diane Warner, and Uzma Asif — teacher educators at Manchester Metropolitan University (Faculty of Health and Education).
· The authors position themselves as racially minoritised researchers within a predominantly white ITE system, reflecting critically on their positionality and the colonial structures of higher education.



Key Quotes to Consider
· “All education is political, and teaching is never a neutral act.” (Freire, cited in article)
· “The ITE curriculum is Eurocentric, White and utterly skewed and biased … a huge amount of work remains to be done on looking at the colonial damage that has been done and still exists.”
· “There was a shared feeling that decolonial work is everyone’s responsibility and something ‘everyone is searching for.’”

Reflection Prompts for Researchers
As you read, consider:
1. Research Area: How do whiteness and Eurocentrism show up in your own research field?
2. Reflective Practice: How do you currently reflect on your own positionality as a researcher? What is made visible or invisible through this reflection?
3. Literature Reviews: Who is consistently cited in your field? Who is missing, marginalised, or tokenised? What does that reveal about the politics of knowledge?
4. Authorship & Voice: Who produces knowledge in your field, and whose perspectives are sidelined?
5. Institutional Barriers: How do the norms of your discipline (journals, methodologies, grant priorities) reinforce whiteness, and where are the cracks that allow disruption?

How This Links to the Session
This reading provides a way to interrogate whiteness in research practice. In the session, we will use Freire’s critical consciousness and Greene’s wide-awakeness to explore how reflective practice can either reinforce or disrupt these dynamics — and what this means for doing research towards racial and social justice.
I am looking forward to hearing your reflections on the reading in relation to your own research area, methods, and reviewing practices.

