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Introduction
For analysing and combating crime, traditional criminology, and evidence-based policing are two critical approaches. Classical criminology emphasises the rationality of human decision-making and the significance of effective social control systems, while evidence-based policing focuses on the use of scientific evidence and data analysis to construct effective law enforcement measures (Adler et al., 2013). Both techniques have inherent virtues and drawbacks and are susceptible to criticism for their ability to disregard broader social and economic variables that lead to crime and perpetuate prejudices and inequalities in the criminal justice system (Robertiello, 2014). Yet, traditional criminology and evidence-based policing provide helpful understandings of the nature of crime and efficient countermeasures.


Traditional criminology concept
Classical criminology was developed in the 18th century during the Enlightenment. It is distinguished by its emphasis on reason, free will, and the social contract between people and the government. The main concepts and theories of traditional criminology include:
Societal contract: According to traditional criminology, society is a voluntary transaction in which people trade part of their liberties for the state's assurance of their safety and security (Beirne, 2018). This agreement is regarded as the foundation for the legality of punishment.
Rational choice: Classical criminology makes the supposition that people are rational and act in their own best interests when making decisions. Criminal activity is considered to be a decision that is taken after assessing the advantages and disadvantages of the behavior.
Hedonism: According to traditional criminology, people are motivated by pleasure and the desire to avoid suffering (Adler et al., 2013). Criminal activity is thought to come from people looking for pleasure or trying to escape suffering.
Punishment: Because it deters people from committing crimes and supports the legitimacy of the state, punishment is viewed as a necessary component of the social compact (Siegel, 2012). According to traditional criminology, punishment should be appropriate to the crime committed and should be immediate, certain, and harsh enough to deter future offenders.
Rehabilitation: According to traditional criminology, the primary objective of punishment should be deterrence rather than rehabilitation because people are logical beings who will refrain from committing crimes if the consequences are severe enough. Yet, some proponents of traditional criminology do believe that rehabilitation could serve as a supplementary objective of punishment.
The rule of law: According to traditional criminology, everyone is held accountable for their actions under the same laws and punishments, regardless of their social standing or position. Justice is regarded as being ensured and tyranny is being prevented by the rule of law (Robertiello, 2014).
Cesare Beccaria: It is regarded as the father of traditional criminology. It maintained that punishment should be based on the idea of utility in his work "On Crimes and Punishments," which means that it should be used to prevent crime and protect society rather than to take revenge.
In general, classical criminology places a strong emphasis on the necessity of reason, the social compact, and the rule of law to comprehend and address criminal behavior.
Crime and criminality understanding
Classical criminology emphasises the rationality of human conduct and the significance of the social compact between individuals and the state to give a framework for understanding crime and criminality. The following are some ways that traditional criminology aids in our understanding of crime and criminality:
Understanding criminal conduct: According to traditional criminology, criminal activity is a rational decision made by people who assess the advantages and disadvantages of their choices (Beirne, 2018). This viewpoint aids in our understanding of the motivations behind certain people's decision to engage in criminal activity as well as how they decide what crimes to commit when to do them, and how to avoid being caught.
Understanding the function of punishment: Classical criminology places a strong emphasis on the necessity of punishment in preventing crime and preserving the authority of the state. This viewpoint enables us to comprehend the need for punishment as a component of the criminal justice system and the potential applications of various forms of punishment (including fines, incarceration, and community service) for the prevention of crime and the advancement of social order.
Understanding the social context of crime: According to traditional criminology, societal issues like inequality, poverty, and a lack of opportunities all contribute to crime (Lum & Koper, 2017). This viewpoint enables us to see how social and economic variables can influence criminal conduct and how addressing these root causes might aid in crime prevention.
Recognising the value of the rule of law: According to traditional criminology, the rule of law is crucial to ensuring justice and resisting tyranny (Burke, 2018). This viewpoint makes it easier for us to see the significance of having a just and impartial legal system that imposes the same laws and penalties on everyone, regardless of their social standing or position.
Seeing the possibilities for recovery: While classical criminology does not prioritise rehabilitation as a main goal of punishment, some proponents of this perspective do regard rehabilitation as a viable secondary goal (Lum & Koper, 2017). This viewpoint aids in our understanding of the ability of offenders to change and become productive members of society, as well as how punishment might aid in this process.
Evidence-based policing models examples
An approach to policing known as "evidence-based policing" focuses on finding and putting into practice tactics that have been proven to be successful in lowering crime and enhancing public safety. Law enforcement organisations frequently employ several evidence-based policing models, such as the following:
Problem-Oriented Policing (POP): POP is a policing paradigm that focuses on identifying and resolving the root causes of crime and disorder in particular neighborhoods or communities (Jones, 2017). The POP model incorporates a four-step process: (1) scanning and analysing the problem, (2) creating a customised solution, (3) putting the solution into practice, and (4) assessing the solution's efficacy.
SARA (Scanning, Analysis, Reaction, Assessment): SARA is a problem-solving methodology that is similar to POP but places an emphasis on taking a more organised, methodical approach to solving problems (Mitchell & Huey, 2019). The SARA model consists of four stages: (1) scanning, which entails defining the issue and its scope; (2) analysis, which entails gathering and analysing data on the issue; (3) response, which entails creating and putting into action a plan to address the issue; and (4) assessment, which entails assessing the response's efficacy and making any necessary modifications.
HotSpot Policing: Using targeted policing techniques including increased patrols, targeted arrests, and problem-solving initiatives, HotSpot policing aims to reduce crime in high-crime regions (or "hot spots") (Siegel, 2012). HotSpot policing is founded on the idea that crime is concentrated in particular places and that by strategically intervening in these places, crime may be reduced and public safety can be increased.
ILP: ILP stands for intelligence-led policing, which is a strategy that employs data analysis and intelligence to direct policing plans and operations (Jones, 2017). To establish targeted interventions and tactics, ILP entails acquiring and evaluating data regarding criminal networks, organisations, and individuals.
In general, these evidence-based policing models are created to assist law enforcement organisations in identifying and putting into practice efficient methods for lowering crime and enhancing public safety, based on empirical evidence and data analysis.
Usage of classical criminology to comprehend the justification
Classical criminology emphasises the rationality of human decision-making and the significance of the social compact between individuals and the state in its approach to analysing crime and criminal conduct (Burke, 2018). Many evidence-based policing models, such Problem-Oriented Policing (POP) and SARA have their roots in traditional criminological theories and may be interpreted in terms of the rational decision-making processes of offenders and the requirement for efficient social control mechanisms.
POP and SARA, for instance, are founded on the notion that crime frequently stems from underlying social and environmental issues and that effective policing techniques should concentrate on resolving these core causes rather than only responding to particular criminal episodes (Jones, 2013). This strategy is in line with the traditional criminological theory, which holds that people make rational decisions based on how they perceive the costs and advantages of their choices and that addressing the root causes of crime can help decrease the advantages of criminal behavior while raising the costs (Valasik, 2013).
Similar to this, HotSpot policing is predicated on the notion that crime is frequently concentrated in particular geographic locations or "hot spots," and that focusing policing methods in these areas can help lower crime and unrest (Burke, 2019). This strategy is in line with the traditional criminological theory that suggests successful social control methods should be concentrated and targeted rather than random.
Both predictive policing and intelligence-led policing use data and analysis to direct policing plans and operations, which is consistent with traditional criminological ideas (Hughes, 2022). These methods are predicated on the notion that information availability is the basis for rational decision-making and that effective policing techniques should be guided by data and intelligence.
Generally, classical criminology offers a helpful framework for comprehending the justification for the techniques of evidence-based policing (West, 2017). Classical criminology contributes to the explanation of why these strategies are beneficial in reducing crime and enhancing public safety by highlighting the rationality of human decision-making and the significance of strong social control mechanisms.
Drug crime usage of evidence-based policing and traditional criminology
For the usage of the concept of evidence-based policing and traditional criminology the chosen crime is drug crime. According to evidence-based policing, effective drug crime prevention measures should be supported by empirical research and data analysis (Hughes, 2022). Targeting specific geographic regions where drug crime is particularly prevalent (such as "hot spots") or using data analytics to find trends and foresee where drug crimes are likely to happen are two possible approaches to accomplishing this.
Because it places a strong emphasis on the rationality of human decision-making and the significance of social control mechanisms, classical criminology also offers helpful insights into drug crime (Chitov, 2021). For instance, traditional criminology contends that those who engage in drug-related crimes do so because they believe the advantages of doing so outweigh the drawbacks. So, effective drug-crime reduction initiatives must raise the costs of drug-related criminal activity (for instance, through effective law enforcement), while also lowering the perceived advantages of such behavior (through treatment and prevention programs, for example).
Drug Market Intervention (DMI), which is founded on the ideas of POP and SARA, is one evidence-based police method that has been successful in combating drug criminality (West, 2017). DMI entails pinpointing regions with active drug markets and adopting a team-based approach to problem-solving to address the underlying causes of drug crime there (Mitchell & Huey, 2019). This could entail focusing on particular people engaged in drug-related criminal activities, offering support and treatment to those who need it, and enhancing the social and economic conditions in the afflicted region.
Focused deterrence, which entails focusing enforcement and intervention efforts on high-risk offenders, is another evidence-based policing technique for combating drug crime. This strategy is founded on the ideas of classical criminology, which contends that people make logical choices depending on how much they value the advantages and disadvantages of certain options (Windle et al., 2022). Focused deterrence can aid in lowering drug crime and enhancing public safety by raising the perceived costs of drug-related criminal behavior (via targeted enforcement and intervention initiatives).
Strengths and weakness of evidence-based policing and traditional criminology
A useful theoretical foundation for comprehending the nature of crime and criminal conduct is provided by classical criminology (Hughes, 2022). Classical criminology provides insights into how law enforcement organisations can create efficient plans for preventing and reducing crime by highlighting the rationality of human decision-making and the significance of strong social control systems (Heyer, 2022). The broader social and economic aspects that affect criminal conduct have been criticised as being ignored by traditional criminology.
Evidence-based policing has become a useful method for creating strategies for efficient law enforcement (Chitov, 2021). A more objective and data-driven approach to law enforcement is provided by evidence-based policing, which emphasises the value of empirical evidence and data analysis (Dunham & Alpert, 2015). Yet, evidence-based policing has come under fire for its tendency to reinforce pre-existing biases and inequalities in the criminal justice system as well as for its narrow focus on crime reduction at the cost of more extensive social and economic variables that contribute to crime.


Conclusion
In conclusion, traditional criminology and evidence-based policing provide insightful viewpoints on the nature of crime and successful countermeasures. Evidence-based policing places a higher priority on the use of empirical evidence and data analysis to build effective law enforcement techniques than classical criminology, which emphasises the need for efficient social control mechanisms and the irrationality of human decision-making (Dunham & Alpert, 2015). All strategies have drawbacks, thus a more thorough strategy that takes into consideration bigger social and economic issues that influence crime is required. Law enforcement agencies can create more effective tactics for preventing and decreasing crime while advancing justice and equity in the criminal justice system by integrating the advantages of both approaches.
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