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Component 1 – Development of Academic Skills

Evaluating Academic Sources Using the CRAAP Test

Source 1: 21st-century digital skills of higher education students during Covid-19—is it possible to enhance digital skills of higher education students through E-Learning?
Author(s) and year: Mjellma Carabregu-Vokshi, Gokcen Ogruk-Maz, Sinan Yıldırım, But Dedaj, and Adelina Zeqiri (2023) on Google Scholar.
Using the CRAAP Test, briefly evaluate:
· Currency: The source was published in 2023, and it is therefore rather current. The focus on the ways COVID-19 impacted and altered digital skills is extremely timely, as the effects of the pandemic on education are still to be evaluated.
· Relevance: The article is about the creation of digital skills in higher education and relates directly to what you are writing about in your assignment. It also examines potentials of E-learning in empowering digital skills, which is in line with the current trends in teaching and technology.
· Authority: The authors work in various learning and technological contexts, including being affiliated with recognized institutions. Their work has been peer reviewed and this adds credibility and authority to their research.
· Accuracy: The research is empirical and has a clear-cut methodology of data collection and analysis, which makes the results accurate. It also quotes a myriad of other related studies to support the claims it has to make, which makes it even more credible.
· Purpose: The article is critical and academic; it is designed to evaluate the impact of E-learning on digital skills in higher education, not to promote any business product or service. Voice is objective and resides on fact-based conclusions.
Full reference (Harvard style):
Carabregu-Vokshi, M., Ogruk-Maz, G., Yıldırım, S., Dedaj, B. and Zeqiri, A. (2023). 21st century digital skills of higher education students during COVID-19—is it possible to enhance the digital skills of higher education students through E-Learning? Education and Information Technologies, 29. doi:https://doi.org/10.1007/s10639-023-12232-3.

Source 2 Online collaborative problem-solving as a tangible outcome of digital skills in technical and vocational higher education
Author(s) and year: Daniela Luengo-Aravena, Patricio Cabello and Beatriz Rodriguez-Milhomens Bachino (2024) on Google Scholar.
Using the CRAAP Test, briefly evaluate:
· Currency: The article is quite recent, as it was published in 2024, and it is quite topical to talk about the problem of digital skills in education nowadays. Given that it is a vocational and technical education institution, it is a field that digital skills are emerging as a major issue of concern.
· Relevance: The source is directly relevant to the study as it discusses collective problem-solving, which is also a major aspect of digital skills, particularly in higher education. It specifically mentions technical and vocational learning that can give you a broader perspective of your study on the occurrences of digital skills in various learning settings.
· Authority: Both writers are highly educated, and their works are published in peer-reviewed journals, so they have knowledge and credentials in the field of digital learning.
· Accuracy: The research methodology is clear and well outlined. The study uses empirical data and other peer-reviewed materials to validate the findings. The study is seemingly rigorous in its evaluation of the digital skills formation grounded in online cooperation.
· Purpose: The academic objective of this article is to identify the role of online collaborative problem-solving in the acquisition of digital skills. The research does not promote any agenda since the study relies on the scholarly impact of digital proficiencies in technical learning.
Full reference (Harvard style):
Luengo-Aravena, D., Cabello, P. and Bachino, B.R.-M. (2024). Online collaborative problem-solving as a tangible outcome of digital skills in technical and vocational higher education. Computers and education/Computers & education, pp.105079–105079. doi:https://doi.org/10.1016/j.compedu.2024.105079.

Synthesis of Academic Sources
The similarity between the two sources is the fact that digital skills are needed in higher education, and how E-learning and group problem-solving contribute to developing digital skills. The two sources cite the relevance of digital literacy to the success of students in the contemporary world of education, albeit with a specific focus.
Carabregu-Vokshi et al. (2023) discuss E-learning as a digital skill development tool in a post-pandemic world, but Luengo-Aravena et al. (2024) perceive online collaborative problem-solving as the outcome of digital skill development, particularly in technical and vocational education. The first article provides the macro view of developing digital skills, but the second article covers the micro view of how the learned skills are applied to problem context situations.
When put together, these articles will be a pair that will demonstrate the fact that digital skills will be required not just in individual studies but also in group work and practice in the digital world. Such strategies can support our vision of how the issue of digital literacy can be enhanced in an individual and collective levels in higher education.
Identifying a Key Challenge and Opportunity
From the two sources:
Key Challenge:
The lack of interaction and effective learning when digital tools are not integrated into the learning process effectively is a problem of digital natives in the digital era, identified in both sources. According to Carabregu-Vokshi et al. (2023), E-learning may not be enough to ensure skill development without proper pedagogical planning.
Key Opportunity:
The ability to learn and collaborate online offers freedom and autonomy, which is one of the opportunities. Properly designed and implemented, digital tools can provide a student with an opportunity to learn alone, collaborate, and more effectively because both sources focus on it.

Academic Planning for Component 2
In Component 2 (1, 000 words), will give priority to:
· Challenges: The issues of digital overload and engagement should be addressed.
· Opportunities: Be mindful of digital tools in order to attain individual learning and problem-solving.
· Strategies: Recommend time management, critical analysis, and active involvement as techniques of adapting to the digital learning environment.
Timeline
	Task
	Date/ Deadline

	Finish research
	20-2-2026

	Draft first section
	22-2-2026

	Complete first draft
	24-2-2026

	Final editing
	27-2-2026
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Component 2 – Application of Academic Skills
Introduction
Digital learning has become a new reality of higher education, especially since the onset of the COVID-19 pandemic that enhanced the pace at which online learning platforms are adopted. The digital tools are also entering the curricula of universities and colleges, and students can now access learning materials and also interact with their teacher and colleagues virtually. This transformation has radically transformed the traditional system of pedagogy that requires the learning of new digital skills in order to become successful. The students must be taught to accept the challenges and opportunities that are presented with this transition in order to survive in the digital age. The academic success can be compromised because of such challenges as digital overload and unequal access to technology. The opportunities, including the possibility of accessing more resources, personalization of learning, and joint online resources, may be used, in their turn, to increase the engagement and acquisition of skills. In the present report, the problems and prospects presented by digital learning will be discussed, and recommendations provided regarding how students could adjust and succeed. 

Challenges for Students in the Digital Era
The digital overload is also among the significant issues facing students in the digital age. With the level of information available on the internet, the students tend to experience cognitive overload because they are expected to multitask across different websites. Research by Bakama et al. (2022) also shows that excessive use of screens and the constant alternation of tasks can negatively affect the concentration and memorization of learners. The second issue is that digital resources are not equally distributed. It is true that some students have the advantage of high-speed internet and the latest gadgets, but the rest of the students, the impoverished students, are also confronted with the challenge of digital accessibility. DeMatthews et al. (2021) found that digital literacy is not a priority at all because many students lack the ability to sufficiently use online learning platforms. These problems can have a significant impact on the functioning of the school as they will not be able to schedule their time and pursue academic resources. 
The issues were debated in the classroom regarding the need to critically assess and have digital literacy as the most important skill to overcome the challenges. The students would also be able to navigate more effectively in the digital world and focus on good instead of lots of information offered through these skills. 
Opportunities in the Digital Era
However, the challenges are not the only ones; there are numerous opportunities that digital learning has to offer to the students. Some of the opportunities include the flexibility of online learning platforms in which students are able to read the materials at their own environments without consideration of time and place. Jiang's (2023) study found that the flexible learning environment brings more autonomy to students and results in higher retention levels of students due to their ability to study when it suits them and repeat the same when they feel the need to do so. The second opportunity is to solve problems collectively, which could be offered with the assistance of digital technologies, such as discussion forums and common documents as well. Luengo-Aravena et al. (2024) emphasize the aspect of online collaborative learning, whereby students are taught to think critically and communicate, which is crucial for success in academic and work-related scenarios. 
However, the effectiveness of such opportunities will depend upon how the digital tools are integrated into the learning process. It is necessary to mention that despite the positive aspects of flexible learning, students need to be provided with guided instructions (Luan et al., 2023). In this connection, the digital tools potential could be fulfilled only in the purposeful and clearly justified use.
How Students Can Adapt to Succeed
To succeed in the digital era, students must learn to devise strategies of adapting to the challenges and make the most out of the opportunities digital learning is offering them. Three strategies are quite efficient, and they are:
1. Time Management and Planning
· Strategy: Such digital aids as a Pomodoro timer, a to-do list, and a calendar can also be helpful to split the tasks into smaller portions. 
· Academic Skill Acquired: Time management and organisation. 
· Addressing Challenges: The given strategy will contribute to the solution of the issue of digital overload and enable students to spend their time effectively and focus on one task at a time.
· Supporting Evidence: As explained by the study undertaken by Luan et al. (2023), time management assists in improving academic performance in digital learning settings through the application of structured time management.
2. The Critical Evaluation of the Sources
· Strategy: Online resources should be evaluated with the help of CRAAP (Currency, Relevance, Authority, Accuracy, Purpose) criteria.
· Academic Skill Acquired: Digital literacy and critical thinking.
· Addressing Challenges: This strategy will combat unfair access to good resources by making sure that students can distinguish between good and bad information.
· Supporting Evidence: DeMatthews et al. (2021) observe that in academic source management, digital literacy is critical in the realization of academic success which is critical.
3. Active Online Participation
· Strategy: Be involved in online discussion forums, group projects and collaborative tools to facilitate learning through interpersonal interaction with other students and the instructors. 
· Acquired Academic skill: Teamwork and communication. 
· Addressing Opportunities: In this plan, the digital learning will be exploited to result in problem-solving abilities and critical thinking skills. 
· Supporting Evidence: The evidence presented by Luengo-Aravena et al. (2024) conforms to the notion that active participation in collaborative learning systems leads to improved engagement and higher academic achievements. 
These strategies will help the students to overcome the digital problems, and they will be in a position to utilize the full advantages of digital learning. 
Conclusion 
In conclusion, there are challenges and opportunities in the digital age in higher education among students. Digital overload and unequal access to digital resources also constitute some of the greatest challenges that can disrupt academic performance. However, the opportunity to enhance student engagement and achievement can be taken with a flexible learning environment and interaction of students in problem-solving. The things that will make the students effective include time management, critical evaluation of sources, and active internet usage. By creating these kinds of strategies, digital challenges will succumb to the hands of the students, and the benefits of digital learning will be fully harnessed, which will ultimately lead to improved performance in the digital world.
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