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Support Note:
(RED model used)


Why is sustainability important ?

According to Sir David Attenborough: 
‘Irreversible damage to the natural world and the collapse of our societies’ (Woods, 2021 p.40).
This makes me alert to the environment and thankfully, there is  hope – if we all
do what we can to help (Woods, 2021).

Describe what ASDA is doing about sustainability  
ASDA believes that they are playing their part and are confident of taking the right
measures to becoming more sustainable to create a better planet. They also
believe that they still have more to do (Babbs, 2020). 
 
Evidence:
ASDA has already cut their energy usage in store by over 20%. Even though the
estate is 200% bigger than it was in 2005, they still use around the same amount
of electricity (Babbs, 2020).

ASDA is undergoing trails of hydrogen fuel cells that could lead to a reduction in
carbon dioxide. Asda believes that they could become first UK retailer to reduce
their carbon footprint by 80% using hydrogen fuel cells to power manual handling
equipment (ASDA, 2021).

Backing evidence towards ASDA’s approach
ASDAs believes and work towards sustainability are also in line with the IPCC report
that emphasizes that the world must unite to limit global warming to 1.5C (IPCC, 2021).



Countering evidence:
In 2019, ASDA pleaded guilty and were fine £7500 because of a red diesel spill at
its Ballyclare store. This led to the pollution of the source of 40% of Northern
Ireland's drinking water at Lough Neagh which is a European protected site (Conor Macauley 2019).

Also, compared to TESCO, ASDA has poor management of their food waste. As a
result, ASDA has lost three places from the 4th in food waste management to the 7th (Cohen, 2021)

In 2015-16, ASDA was donating 3.3 percent of their surplus food. Although ASDA
donated 5.4% in 2019, they still had 31,881 tons of surplus compared to only 1,723
tons of donations (Cohen, 2021).

On the other hand, TESCO has donated 13.7 % in 2019-2020 and had a surplus of
77,807 tons. This increase in donation of surplus food has moved them from the
second in 2015-16 where they donated 4.5 percent to the first place in 2019-2020 (Cohen, 2021).

Conclusion
I think that ASDAs pledge to become the first UK retailer to reduce its carbon footprints by 80% using the hydrogen fuel cell is renovative. Meanwhile, they still need to improve their management to avoid fuel spillage. ASDA also needs to increase their donation to avoid food waste by copying from TESCOs waste management. 
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