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UNDERGRADUATE DISSERTATION
RESEARCH PROPOSAL FORM



 
Please complete the following research proposal and email to mike.durke@uwtsd.ac.uk 

	NAME: Bradley Gavin Jones

	 ID No.: 2219978

	DRAFT RESEARCH TITLE QUESTION:
Media Influence on Public Perception of Criminality. I believe that this research title question is valid for my dissertation which represents people’s perception of criminality from their own understanding of the subject, and how this is shaped my media representation and reporting. 



	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH AIM & OBJECTIVES: 
The assessment specification has broken down the structure of the dissertation or placement-based project. Here, you are required to clarify the information you want to collect on your research topic in the form of two, three or four key objectives: 

The key objectives for this report are;

1. Process an anonymous questionnaire to analyse the perception of the public towards different levels of crime.
2. Access the statistics showing which crimes are the most promoted via the media.
3. Review connections to potential stereotypes and biases that have been created by the media which then creates cultural influences on specific types of criminals. 




	THEORETICAL CONTEXT:
Please clarify some of the key literature to be utilised as part of your research. Consider textbooks, journals, articles, government reports, organisational strategic plans, and list a short bibliography of these key sources. This need not be extensive but will give your supervisor a good point to start from.

For this research I will be utilising existing articles, news reports and statistics of public reactions to crime announcements on the news, and how the media portrayed the story based on the political interpretation. I.e. an article from the sun vs the daily mail vs the guardian reporting on the same crime. A good case study for this would be the reaction to new release of Netflix documentaries on prominent murders, and how this is promoted / turned into memes and sharable content online. 

Additionally government websites and official reports, journals and social media trends, such as those that idolise or glorify serial killers/murderers.



	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH –SURVEY METHOD: 
Summary of qualitative or quantitative methods, and survey techniques being considered.

Qualitative methods in the form of a questionnaire will obtain participants opinions and personal perceptions of information. This will be presented in quantitative data where there is a significant trend or overlap that can be shown as a graph or chart. 

Other closed questions will be included such as multiple choice, tick all that apply etc, to  gain more easily quantifiable data to align with these findings.
 


	SUMMARY OF SAMPLING FRAMEWORK: 
Provide details of target sample. For example, who are you intending to ask to participate in your research, will you be seeking perspectives from experts who work in a given field, or will you be using a general questionnaire to gauge perspectives from members of the public? 

The survey will be published online to a wide range of potential participants on social media, this aims to avoid age biases and only reaching friends and family. While the majority will be known followers on my account, ill be sharing on open forum to broaden reach and find participants with different backgrounds, cultures and beliefs. 



	INITIAL REFERENCE LIST:
Please follow the Harvard referencing system


Find some relevant articles – i.e copycat killers, social media trends, etc.

BBC, (2024) ‘How the news changes the way we think and behave’. Available at: https://www.bbc.com/future/article/20200512-how-the-news-changes-the-way-we-think-and-behave (Accessed 9 October 2024) 

GOV.UK, (2024) ‘Public perceptions of policing: A review of research and literature’. Available at: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/public-perceptions-of-policing-a-review-of-research-and-literature/public-perceptions-of-policing-a-review-of-research-and-literature (Accessed 9 October 2024) 
 
Succar.R, (2024) ‘Understanding the role of media in the formation of public sentiment towards the police’. Available at: https://www.nature.com/articles/s44271-024-00059-8 (Accessed 9 October 2024)
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