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Task 4

Safeguarding in an area which is not your main area of work

Guidance: 
Social Care Wales require newly qualified social workers to provide evidence of their understanding of safeguarding work with adults and children. The assignment below will enable you to demonstrate this. N.B. if your usual area of work is with children please write about adult safeguarding. If you usually work with adults, then write about child safeguarding.  Ensure you meet the learning out comes for this task (see appendix 5 of the handbook).

	Question a:
In an area that is not your main focus of work (see guidance above), explain the relevant legislation, and the national, local and organisational policies and procedures for safeguarding.


The safeguarding of children is my area of work; therefore, this piece of work will relate to the safeguarding of adults. Although my current role requires me to ensure the safeguarding of children, it is of importance that I understand and have knowledge relating to the safeguarding of adults, as this is my duty as a Social Worker (SW) under the Social Services and Well-being (Wales) Act  (SSWBWA) (2014). Furthermore, the children that I work with may be associated to adults in need of safeguarding therefore knowledge of adult safeguarding is beneficial.

As of 2016, here in Wales, the main piece of legislation of relevance to safeguarding adults is the SSWBWA (2014). The SSWBWA (2014) provides the legal framework to safeguarding children and adults in Wales. This legislation ensures that safeguarding individuals in Wales was stipulated within one piece of legislation. Part 7 of the SSWBWA (2014) imposes the safeguarding of adults. The SSWBWA (2014) defines an adult at risk as: 
 “is an adult who
(a)is experiencing or is at risk of abuse or neglect,
(b)has needs for care and support (whether or not the authority is meeting any of those needs), and
(c)as a result of those needs is unable to protect himself or herself against the abuse or neglect or the risk of it.”
In England, the safeguarding of adults is underpinned within The Care Act (2014). In comparison to Wales whereby both adult and children’s safeguarding is underpinned under one piece of legislation, The Care Act (2014) does not cover the safeguarding of children. In Scotland, the Adults Support and Protection (Scotland) Act (2007) is the main legislation. In Northern Ireland, the Health and Safety Executive (HSE) are responsible for the safeguarding of adults and a number of policies and procedures are used to safeguard adults, such as the Northern Ireland adult Safeguarding Partnership procedures and Action on Elder Abuse are followed by professionals in Northern Ireland (DHSSPS and DoJ, 2015).  Wales, Northern Ireland, and Scotland are devolved countries and have their own governments; therefore, this provides the Welsh, Northern Irish and Scottish governments with the power to implement their own legislations and policies (Parliament, 2022). Due to this, legislation and policies within all four nations differ (Preston-Shoot, 2020).

In addition to the main Acts which determine the safeguarding of adults, within the United Kingdom, each country and areas within, provides adult safeguarding boards to strengthen the protection of adults (Preston-Shoot, 2020).

The Mental Capacity Act (2005) is of importance when considering the safeguarding of adults. The Mental Capacity Act (2005) is applied to all individuals aged sixteen and over within England and Wales. The main purpose of the Act is to safeguard and promote decision making on behalf of those who lack capacity. In addition, the Act can restore power to individuals who lack capacity (SCIE,2009). If an individual does lack capacity, practitioners would also need to follow the legislation within the Human Rights Act (1998) and Mental Health Act (2007). Turner (2021) writes that adults who have mental health difficulties are more susceptible to self-neglect.  The XXXX Wales Regional Safeguarding Board (2016) have outlined a policy for practitioners - Policy and Procedures to Support People who Self-Neglect, to safeguard adults at risk, or are suffering from self-neglect. During the coronavirus pandemic, there was a rise in enquiries and referrals to social services relating self-neglect of adults (Turner, 2021). This local policy therefore is of importance when safeguarding adults.

The Data Protection Act (2018) and General Data Protection Regulations is also of importance within this practice area. Both ensure that individuals personal information is stored securely,is protected and only when deemed appropraite, is shared.
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	Question b:
Reflect on the difference between safeguarding in adults’ and children’s work


Safeguarding of adults and children ensures individuals are kept safe from abuse and promotes well-being (Turner, 2021). Chisnell & Kelly (2020) assert safeguarding of adults and children is everyone’s responsibility.

The investigating of referrals relating to the safeguarding of both children and adults is equally of importance (Turner, 2021). People may not understand why adults need protecting, however protecting children is understood globally (Smidt, 2013). Children are viewed in society as vulnerable, whereas adults are not (Smidt, 2013). This view has been reflected within safeguarding legislation: in Wales up until the implementation of the SSWBWA (2014), there was no duty on LA’s to investigate concerns relating to adults at risk. This mirrored legislation in England whereby the implementation of the Care Act (2014) placed a duty upon LA to investigate referrals of adults at risk. In contrast, Section 47 of the Children Act (1989) provided this duty upon LA’s some thirty years prior.


Another difference is consent for a referral and intervention. The SSWBWA (2014), under Section 145, asserts that professionals should gain consent of adults deemed to be at risk to make a referral. If enquiries conclude that an adult is at risk then their consent should be gained to implement intervention. Adults who have capacity can refuse intervention and support (SSWBWA ,2014). In comparison to safeguarding children, consent for a referral is not required. Section 47 of The Children Act (1989) does not require consent for intervention. In addition, The Children Act (1989) requires families to work with Local Authorities’ (LA)to reduce the risk of harm, however within adult safeguarding, families are not required to work with LA’s. This can impact upon the safety of an adult at risk (Welsh Government, 2022).

One main principle of the SSWBWA (2014) is multi-agency work. When there is reason to suspect a child is at risk, multi-agency collaboration is essential in safeguarding (NSPCC, 2019). This is implemented via gathering and sharing information with other agencies. To compare, consent is required from an adult to share and gather information from other agencies. Reflecting on this, the effectiveness of initial enquiries relating to the safeguarding of adults may be compromised (Welsh Government, 2022).

Timescales for enquiries relating to safeguarding differ here in Wales. A Section 47 investigation must be completed within 45 days of an initial referral received by Children’s services (NSPCC, 2022). Comparing to the enquiries under Section 126 of the SSWBWA (2014) relating to the safeguarding of adults, there is no definitive timescale that enquiries should be concluded with an outcome. Due to this, adults at risk may be at a disadvantage (SCIE, 2018).
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