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DISSERTATION SYNOPSIS 
How has Japanese architecture developed post-war?

Introduction 
Japan was all but unknown, until Sakoku ended, and Japan came out of its own imposed isolation. In 1854, the world saw the land, people, culture, and architecture. Japanese style inspired western architects in their buildings, styles and movements. But Japan also embraced western technologies and materials (Davis, 2019). This Dissertation aims to identify core concepts of the Japanese style and subsequent development over the past 170 years, investigate why this style is influential to buildings, movements and architects and explore whether the modern style still retains the traditional principles. The answer to the fundamental question whether Japanese architecture is relevant today requires an understanding of its historical impact on the architectural world to the present. 
Methodology 
The dissertation begins with research into Japan’s pre-war and post-war buildings. Exploring the use of materials, form and the core principles of the style and identifying the concept of Japanese architecture, buildings of interest and architects through books, websites and journal articles. Identifying a series of buildings to visit, may require traveling to Japan and also name possible interview candidates to discuss the design philosophy behind the buildings. 
Aims and objectives 
The dissertation’s core aim is to understand the traditional methods of Japanese construction and it’s development to the post-war era, examining use of materials, form and the basic style principles. Research into architects (not exclusively Japanese but sympathetic to the style) movements and buildings following the second world war and their use of new materials, styles and technologies. Work based on existing buildings, site visits and case studies will explore how influential architects developed the style and look for any existing connections to the traditional building theory and methods. 
Literature review 
Little is recorded before the end of the Sakoku as researchers were prohibited from entering Japan. The works available written by those living in Japan at the time are arguably biased, but fortunately there are retrospective analysis available  (Drrexler, 1955). 
Obviously there is far more available on post-war buildings and architects (stiftung, 2010). Currently there are 3 Japanese architects of interest, Kisho Kurokawa (kurokawa, 1977) (Nakagin Capsule Tower) Tadao Ando (Ibaraki Kasugaoka Church (Furuyama, 2006)). Kengo Kuma (Kamjoin Temple). These architects explore post-war architecture while reflecting the influences of the Japanese style and are possible case studies. 
Limitations
Japanese architecture contains numerous differing principles, but staying focused on the core ideology is vital. Evaluation of case studies and interviews where the language barrier may be a concern needs to be balanced. Attending more relatively local sites due to the prohibitive expense of visiting Japan.
Ethical consideration 
Japanese architecture’s concepts and principles are developed from their culture, religion and ideals. Japan’s war-time atrocities committed will be remembered, as will their suffering. The risk that a negative critique of a building could possibly ruin a chance of employment. The dissertation must consider these factors and remain respectful to the people and the origins of the architecture.
Timeframe 
June – October 
Background research
· Pre-war
· Post-war
· Site visits
· Collecting references / bibliography
October – January 
Further research into the topic
· Formulate structure
· Decide on case studies
· Interviews with design team and users 
· Presentation on progress 
January – May
Writing
· Collect information 
· Conclusion

Conclusion 
Japanese architectural style casts it’s shadow over buildings through history and will continue to shine through future design. 
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