Appendix 1:
OBSERVATION / FIELD NOTES

Record 1
	Date and time, year group: 9.30am, Year 4


	Where and When: Context of the observation – subject/AOLE, general classroom context
· Language, Literature and Communication – ‘Inferences’
· 5 tables of learners, mixed ability, mixed gender, 10 different nationalities
· 1 table with additional learning needs and the TA is sat at this table, 1 child is being supported by the TA to give their answer.
· 23 learners in total, working towards progression step 3.


	What happened: a detailed description of the critical incident (the more detail the better to refer to in your later work)
· Some learners keep their hands up the entire time, regardless of questions.
· Why do learners keep their hands up? Half of the learners kept their hands up, even after the question had been answered. One of the learners starts to look around with their arm raised. I wonder what answer they would give if they were asked after appearing to disengage?
· Teacher asks, “who hasn’t answered yet?” in a bid to encourage other learners to contribute.
· They all have mini white boards in front of them, so they don’t forget their answer, effective strategy.


	Areas of possible exploration: what you think could be” under the hood” in these incidents? What avenues of research could you consider?
Could look at:
· classroom strategies, 
· active listening, 
· engagement/ disengagement, 
· constructivism & social constructivism, 
· teaching strategies,
· conditioning. 
· Was the student challenged enough/ not challenged enough? 
· Is hands up the best method? 


	Notes: any details you can note (is it a busy environment, is it after lunch, are there lots of distractions, are directions made explicit - the more you can refer to the better here)
· It’s 9.30am, are some learners hungry or tired as only just starting the school day?
· Teacher does well to keep the learners on track, keeps them engaged and walks around the classroom supporting students.
· Teacher uses a ‘hook’ of putting different shoes out on the tables in front of the learners, they seem engaged by this.
· The learners are taking their time to hand the shoe around.
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FOR A FAIR SELECTION
EVERYBODY HAS TO TAKE
THE SAME EXAM: PLEASE

CLIMB THAT TREE





