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In deciding to study Environmental Conservation, I wanted to understand in greater depth the impact I and other people were having on the planet and how that impact could be reduced. For me to be able to gain this greater depth of understanding, it required me to source appropriate literature on the topic and to study this literature to then use this knowledge and understanding to evaluate and interpret my findings and be able to present them to a wider audience. The skills I have attempted to acquire to assist me in this process are note taking, report writing, literature reviewing, presentation of findings, referencing sourced literature, formatting working documents, debating sources of information and findings, data analysis, evaluation, and interpretation. These skills are gained through assignments and tasks related to the topic specified in a lecture. 
On the 27/09/20 I attended a lecture on Academic practice, note taking and Biodiversity. In this lecture I learned about note taking and how it was important to note down anything of significance that the lecturer had said such as ‘There is 80% less soil erosion under trees’ (Eleanor 2020) giving it more attention in the notes than what was on the presentation, which could be reviewed again at a later stage and to note down case studies. In this lecture I took note of the Pontbren project which I then investigated after the lecture. This case study then came up in subsequent lectures and I was there for already familiar with the case study and able to discuss the topic.
On the 5/10/20 I attended a lecture in which we covered report writing. It covered the structure of report writing and that it was broken down into Introduction, methodology, results, discussion, conclusion, and references. The introduction was usually about 10% of your word assignment count and explored the research question. Methodology explained how the study was to be carried out. Results were to show your findings from the study. Discussion was to discuss what had been found in your results and compare them to similar studies. The conclusion which should also be about 10% of the word count was to sum up your findings followed by references which would be recorded in the Harvard style. Although there were no practical field work sessions for us to draft reports on, this format helped me structure the literature review on Harbour Porpoise using raw data from (Jenkins 2007). This lecture also included a section on formatting working documents. I decided on this activity to write down the notes and try and format the document myself later instead of opening the document provided and working through it in real time as I needed more time to work through it on my own. I have tried this formatting exercise and have not been able to get past the first two steps. 
During this lecture we also covered the definitions of theories, concepts and paradigms which are important in scientific study. As theory is the starting point where the facts are explored through scientific testing methods.
(Kamporakis 2018) said that “Scientific concepts can be described as systematic mental representations of the natural world, and they have a central place and role in science. They may correspond to observable entities (e.g., “mammal” or “mountain”), to unobservable entities (e.g., “atom” or “gene”), or they can be related to processes (e.g., “photosynthesis” or “adaptation”). As a result, any kind of discourse about science has to involve concepts, the meaning of which ought to be clear among those participating in the discourse. However, this should not be taken as self-evident neither in science education nor in science itself. In contrast, ambiguity is possible because of features that are inherent in the concepts themselves. There are at least three issues to keep in mind: (1) that the meaning of particular terms in the vernacular language is different from the respective scientific concepts; (2) that many of the scientific concepts are, or relate to, metaphors; and (3) that the same scientific concept can have different meanings in different scientific contexts. Let us consider these issues one by one.” A number of these concepts can then form models.
Paradigms are larger than theories and concepts and are regarded as typical examples of something, such as the earth is flat, until several anomalies trigger a paradigm shift to the earth is round. This shows that science is constantly evolving and moving on when new hypotheses challenge the norm.
The literature review I wrote on the status of the Harbour porpoise required research of journals and websites to gather information on the status of Harbour porpoise. It also required analysis of raw data from (Jenkins 2007). This information was then laid out in a structure to introduce discuss and conclude on the findings and to also compare the findings to other academic research on the subject from sources such as (Pierpoint c. 2001). I found at the end of this assignment that I did not fully understand how to reference properly and that I did not have to reference everything I had read but only what was used in the actual review. If I were to do this assignment again, I would write down the references as I went along as oppose to relying on the websites and documents I had bookmarked and then trying to pull the references together towards the end of the assignment.
The governance lectures have provided me with a perspective on how governance is important on decision making and implementation of environmental policies from a global down to a local level. And that some of principles of good governance should make it accountable, transparent, responsive, effective, and inclusive. When discussing the role of governance, several organisations both governmental and non-governmental such as NRW (Natural resources wales), UNEA (United Nations Environmental assembly), EEA (European Environment Agency) and NT (national trust) to name but a few are researched and how their processes play a part in environmental conservation and management.
The activity of researching environmental news stories gave me a chance to increase my knowledge on current environmental issues and allows me to discuss and debate these issues with the lecturer and the rest of the class. I have completed a few presentations allowing me to present my findings on a certain subject and to interpret and evaluate what is being said and how that applies to the governance of environmental policy.
As an exercise I have had to present on a subject in Pecha kuccha style for both the governance and environmental issues and skills. I felt as a first attempt at presenting in this style I got across my findings in a clear and concise way. The feedback I received suggested the use of maps when talking about a specific area, using Latin names when mentioning species and to make sure I reference correctly. To research around the information on the slides, to be able to expand on information presented and to be able to answer any questions asked on the subject presented. Also, to develop my critiquing and contextualisation. Regarding the physical presentation, it was suggested that I use animation to reveal my points. 
Having not taken part in academic study for twenty years the last time I had to access academic literature was through a library. I would visit the library and access the books and journals that I required for and assignment. This time around the process has been completely different in that I have accessed all sourced material through the internet. This required a different approach, reading academic literature from a library guarantees that the source of the content is legitimate, and that referencing is more straight forward and from one source. Finding sources online required greater research for legitimate content and required a system to log the websites and references used in a way that was coherent in an assignment. I did try to access journals through the universities online library but was unsure to the correct process for finding the subjects I was researching.
Overall, this semester, given the unique learning experience through the impact of COVID-19 on the standard delivery of the course, I have learned a great deal. I do not think that the online learning has impacted on learning of the concepts, models, and theories of the course as the only change in presentation of the lecture is that they were often through a screen than in a classroom environment. This did not impinge on learning the skills required of note taking, in fact having access to look over the lecture later helped this process, and I did not feel the pressure of not getting all the information in real time during the lecture. Also, when it came to presenting findings to the lecturer and the rest of the class, doing this online first felt easier than doing it in a physical classroom environment and then better prepared you for that situation. What I found more of a challenge was collating all this learned material and the research for academic literature online. An introduction to the physical and online access to the university's library, given the last time I took part in academic study would have helped me in this aspect of my study and I believe I would have been able to access a greater depth of academic sources. I felt that the lack of practical field work in this semester which I know was unavoidable due to the COVID-19 restrictions would have had an impact on my data analysis, interpretation, and evaluation of skills and although we were provided with raw data from (Jenkins 2007) which I found interesting as it was a local study, and I could relate to the subject and its location. I think what I am trying to convey here is data collected from a field work exercise would have given me a greater insight into the factors affecting the results and therefore lead to an easier interpretation and evaluation of the findings.
In conclusion I have learned a great deal about the environment and the impact I and the population are having on the planet. I can recognise the concepts involved in dealing with environmental conservation and how policies have been created and implemented to try and combat the current situation we find ourselves in, trying to find sustainable ways of living. And how scientific studies are a big part of this process of creating policies. What I need to improve on is finding a system that works for me in researching and collating the information into an assignment. Being able to have a work pattern that flows and does not make the process of completing an assignment longer and more difficult than it needs to be.
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