ECES5018
Educational Research

Assignment Guidelines – Poster Presentation (100%)

Title - Critique of a journal article

Guidance
Select an article from a peer reviewed journal using the library search engine (the information provided about the journal will state whether it is a peer reviewed journal, this can be found in the journal itself but also will show on the library page).
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Suggested journals include: 
British Educational Research Journal
Children and Society
Contemporary Issues in Early Childhood
Early Childhood Education Journal
Education 3-13
International Journal of Early Years Education




Discuss your choice of article with your lecturer in order to make sure that you have chosen an appropriate article to critique.
Create a poster which illustrates your critique of your chosen article (Further guidance will be given in lectures regarding this), the poster must be 2500 words (plus or minus 10%)
Submit your poster via Turnitin. Alongside this you need to record a 15-minute presentation which discusses your critique of the article using the poster to guide your discussion. You will need to include a link to your Microsoft Stream recording on your poster, making sure all tutors can access your recording.

Further Submission Guidance
This assignment will be in the format of a poster (there is a template provided on Moodle) and needs to be submitted via Turnitin, you must also submit your presentation recording (See guidance on how to do this via Moodle)

Guidance on Poster
Use Powerpoint to create your poster
Slide 1 – the poster itself
Slide 2 – Reference lists
Suggested Layout of Poster
Introduction
· Introduce the topic (set the scene)
· You will need to provide a clear overview of the article you have chosen and why the subject matter of the article is relevant (Use academic sources to support this).
· Consider the research paradigm and aims of the research as well as the author(s).
· You should also provide a brief outline of what you will be discussing in the poster.
· A good introduction will capture the audience’s attention 
Main body of the poster
· This part needs to be well structured (it is up to you to decide how you organise your material) you could use subtitles to separate the different elements that you are going to discuss.
· You will need to reflect on the research and discuss topics such as 
· Methodology - methods used, the sample, ethical considerations etc.
· Data analysis
· Findings and Discussion. 
· You can refer to relevant  theory, policy and practice guidance to support your work . 
· You must use a range of literature to support your discussion in each section. Using the reference list provided by the article is a good starting point. Reading widely and using appropriately academic sources is essential.
· Ensure that you discuss the article critically – avoid simply describing what the author is saying.
· Emphasise important information. Tell your audience when information is particularly important or interesting. Tell them why.

Conclusion
· Don’t introduce any new information in the conclusion. 
· Take the opportunity to show that you have covered all the points you made in your introduction and sum up your overall thoughts about this piece of research.
· Re-emphasise the main thrust of the article in your own words
· Discuss the success or failure of the author to convince the reader.
· Is the work significant?
· How did the work impact on you personally?

Presentation Guidance
· The structure and layout of your poster will provide a guide for your talk.
· As well as discussing the contents of your poster, your presentation should expand on this further taking the opportunity to showcase your knowledge about this research article, associated literature and research methodologies.
· Additional sources mentioned in your talk can be included in the reference list on the poster.
· Your talk should provide a critical perspective rather than just describing the research article.
Points to remember
· Ensure that your work is supported throughout by wider reading including theory, policy and practice. 
· Make sure sources are appropriately academic
· To be critical throughout the poster and presentation
· Include a reference list at the end of the poster or on a separate slide including any additional sources mentioned in your presentation.
· Reference list (Poster)
· Reference list (Presentation)
· Use Harvard referencing 
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