


 Benefits of diagnosing dyslexia 
Cunningham (2021) states having the diagnosis of dyslexia early on is an important access to early reading and spelling interventions. This will indicate the child’s strengths and weaknesses. It is an essential first step to investigate the child’s educational goals and begin the first steps of support. 
ECEY6006- Supporting children and families with dyslexia.
Word count: 952
Dyslexia
Dyslexia is a common learning difficulty that affects individuals with their reading, writing, and spelling. 
It is a life-long condition and under the equality act 2010, it is classified as a disability. Unlike a learning disability, dyslexia is not linked to intelligence but can make learning difficult for some children. 
Dyslexia is a unique learning difficulty, and no child will have the same strengths and weaknesses as another. 
The dyslexia association (2022) state that children who have dyslexia have strong visual, creative, and problem-solving skills.

Barriers
According to Cunningham (2021) Some schools unfortunately don’t have the funds to proceed with the screening despite laws being in place. The shortage of funds and resources available in school may result in school hesitancy to determine children as dyslexic. Furthermore, second major barrier of the diagnosis of dyslexia is unfortunately sex. Arnett et al, (2017) states Boys are more likely to be diagnosed and to be referred from the school for testing. One reason for this is the behavioural issues as girls may be less likely to be disruptive, they tend the be unnoticed giving that then they are more likely to go through school undiagnosed. 
Thirdly, another barrier to being dyslexic is the lack of training some teachers must support the child. teachers need to be trained accordingly to support dyslexic learning states Hicks (2021). identifying dyslexia in young children can be difficult to conquer for both parents and teachers because the signs and symptoms are not always obvious. There needs to be at least 6 months of observations with the child for them to have a dyslexia assessment. Therefore, if there still concerns after that period and no progress has been made, it may be worth allowing the child to have a dyslexia diagnostic assessment. This can be carried out by and educational psychologist or an appropriate qualified specialist dyslexia teacher. They will be able to support the parent, child and child’s teacher by helping them improve the understanding of the child’s learning difficulties and suggesting interventions that may help them. 



Strategy to support dyslexia
A strategy that can be used to support dyslexia is using multisensory input and activities to give learners more than one way to make connections and learn concepts. Blue (2021) states when children use more than one sense at a time, it stimulates their brain in many ways. Multisensory activities may involve a combination of reading and listening.



Conclusion 
Dyslexia is one of the most common causes of stress and breakdown in a parent and teacher relationship. From a recent study, they were able to identify how raising a child with dyslexia affects the parent, how capable they felt in the role and critically for teachers and how they viewed their relationship with schools. From this survey, 1,300 parents stated that they do not feel they have the understanding to support their dyslexic child. Almost 95% of parents felt they lacked the skills and knowledge needed to support their child. Nine out of ten parents of children that have been diagnosed with dyslexia states that the teachers lack the appropriate training needed to support their child. In the same report, 84% of teachers told them that it was crucial to be trained in teaching children with dyslexia.

Barrier of chosen strategy
One barrier of using the multi-sensory teaching strategy of a child with a diagnosis of dyslexia is that they can get easily overwhelmed. It is important to understand that a dyslexic child struggles to concentrate when there is a lot going on in their surroundings. Additionally, it is important that when using multi -sensory input the correct and appropriate environment needs to be carefully chosen for the child to have a positive experience. 

After diagnosis
Post diagnosis is having the opportunity to meet other children and families going through the same situation. Not only does this boost the children’s confidence, it is also a great opportunity for parents to meet other parents that can relate to this first hand journey. Having a close community outside school or in other groups benefits the child and the parent.
Castle (2022) states that if symptoms of dyslexia in a child are recognised by families or practitioners, it is important to work together in partnership to create a plan to obtain the best possible outcome for the child. Ensuring the child has a positive transition through should be at the practitioners and parents’ best interest. 












Identification of dyslexia and diagnosis
Although it can be quite a complex learning difficulty, there are many signs and symptoms of dyslexia. Two being:
1. Children finding it difficult to blend words together.
2. Confusion with letters such as b and d. 
A group of these indicators alongside areas of ability may suggest dyslexia and a further investigation may be required for a diagnosis.
Castle (2022) states that if symptoms of dyslexia in a child are recognised by families or practitioners, it is important to work together in partnership to create a plan to obtain the best possible outcome for the child. Ensuring the child has a positive transition through should be at the practitioners and parents’ best interest. 
















Disadvantages of diagnosing dyslexia
It is important to keep in mind that children with dyslexia have different approaches to homework than other learners so being patient and encouraging support is crucial for their development state learning centre (2022).
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