Impact of displacement of communities on Welsh culture and language
To displace means to force someone to leave their home and this paper will look at the impact of displacement focusing on Welsh language, culture, and heritage. It will explain reasons for relocation and its impact on each of these elements.
There are many reasons communities have been moved, occasionally due to natural events like Kenfig near Port Talbot, where sand encroachment meant a moving to a new area. Often, it is due to industrial decline like Porth y Nant, Gwynedd (quarrying), or Machynys, near Llanelli (tinplate), however historically most contentious displacements were forced. The most famous example for this type of removal was the flooding of Capel Celyn in 1965, to create a reservoir to provide water for Liverpool. This project is often cited with creating a new wave of Welsh nationalism leading to protests to disrupt the building work. Another village, Llanwyddan, was also flooded to create water supply, this time for Birmingham. Also affected is Mynydd Epynt, requisitioned by the Ministry of Defence during World War II to create the Sennybridge training area.
Having shown reasons for displacement, we next look at the impact on the Welsh language. ‘Welsh speaking areas’ are defined as 70-80% of resident population aged over three years and over able to speak Welsh. Whilst it’s generally accepted there has been a decline of the use of Welsh since 1911 (Gruffudd, 1995, p. 221), forced relocation has moved the boundaries of y fro Gymraeg (literally the Welsh speaking region) to behind the western heartlands of the Cambrian Mountains (Gruffudd, 1995, p. 221). Of the 219 inhabitants removed from Epynt, over 80% spoke Welsh as their first language (NU Cymru, 2020). It was said at the time ‘when the War office went to Epynt, a part of Wales died’ (Welsh nationalist party, 1947, p.12). Whilst people continue speaking Welsh they were often assimilated into anglicised areas, causing dilution of the communities. A new airfield placed at Porth Neigwl, North Wales was another occasion it was felt the boundaries of the Welsh speakers had been breached. This area has great historical significance, with many ancient stone circles and monuments, but many felt that Eryri (known as Snowdonia) was a natural geographical barrier from the English and once the airfield had been built it felt like it been breached (Gruffudd, 1995, p. 227). 
Welsh nationalism had been steadily growing, since 1925 with the forming in 1925 of Plaid Cymru. which focused on protecting Welsh language and cultural heritage. They held a strong belief that society was intricately linked to its landscape. This movement was concentrated in rural Welsh speaking areas, as opposed to the industrial south where most spoke English. Welsh nationalism was at its strongest during the flooding of Capel Celyn however it struggled to balance the historically pacifist elements of the party with those who believed violent protest was the only way to achieve their objectives. In 1961, when Swansea Corporation announced plans to build a reservoir in the Gwendraeth Fach Valley ultimately success was achieved by mostly peaceful means, building barricades to stop construction workers entering the region (Atkins, 2018, p. 447).
Having studied the impact on language and nationalism, let us investigate the impact on cultural heritage. Religion is one aspect that is ingrained into its culture and there is a strong tradition of attending chapel throughout the centuries. During the late 19th century there was a large increase in the number of chapels being built for Welsh speakers, peaking before the outbreak of World War I. Significantly, however, there has been a gradual decline in the use of these chapels which has recently accelerated and on average one chapel per week is currently taken out of use (Cadw, 2003). Geographically the largest cluster of chapels was on the western and northern areas of Wales corresponding with the largest density of Welsh speakers. Most of these areas were rural and the locals known as gwerin which translates as ordinary folk/people. They believed the identity of Wales was held not just within the physical boundaries of the nation but within the soil and folklore of the land (Gruffudd, 1995, p. 224). One of the greatest celebrations of Welsh culture and language is the annual Eisteddfod which celebrates poetry and literature. First held at Cardigan in 1176, it has been running continuously since 1860. In 1921 ‘Eisteddfod yr Urdd’ was created to encourage children to use Welsh language to reverse its declining use. 
Subsequent construction of a north-south road has led to further anglicisation of traditional Welsh speaking heartlands was. This proposal, backed by Plaid Cymru as it felt that it would help spread ‘welshness’ throughout the nation (Gruffudd, 1995, p. 233), consequentially created a huge influx of English-speaking visitors, many of whom have settled in this area.
In conclusion, forced displacement of communities pushed the boundaries of the Welsh speaking population further north and west. Whilst not the sole reason for the decline, is likely to have exacerbatedaccelerated it. A greater factor in recent times is the impact of the north-south road, making it easier for English speakers to appreciate the beauty of North Wales and Snowdonia, leading to an increase in second home ownership. Subsequently many Welsh speaking locals can no longer afford to live in their communities. To counter these the Senedd in Cardiff have introduced extra taxes on second homes as well as an ambitious strategy ‘Cymraeg: A million Welsh speakers’ which aims to achieve this number of Welsh speakers by 2050 (Welsh Government, 2017). There is some evidence this is working as in 2025 the Eisteddfod yr Urdd celebrated a record-breaking 119,593 registrations to compete in over four hundred competitions, including a rise of 42% in the number of young Welsh learners taking part. (Nation Cymru, 2025). Whilst ensuring more Welsh speakers, these will be spread more evenly, leading to fewer concentrated regions. It will be interesting to see if this leads to a revival of cultural heritage.
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