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Individual Assignment 1-

           Curbing crime in large cities 



Nature and elements of the criminal act
According to the Criminal Code, a crime is a socially dangerous act (action or omission) that has been committed culpably and has been declared punishable by law. The main characteristics of the crime are that the definition of it combines public danger with illegality and punish ability. The definition connects the objective qualities of the crime (act, illegality, punish ability, public danger) with its subjective element - guilt. The crime is an act, a human manifestation with certain properties that reflect the public significance of the crime and the public reaction against it. The study of crime is an extremely important task. There is no society that is not interested in minimizing this negative social phenomenon that constantly accompanies human civilization. In the minds of the common man, crime is any encroachment on public order, life and health of the individual or against property - private or public.

Types of Crime
1. Factual crime –i.e., real crime. This is a crime that exists for a certain period of time in a certain territory. Its volume is indefinable in its absolute values.
2. Declared crime - corresponds to the totality of all crimes that have been brought to the attention of the competent authorities - the Ministry of Interior, the Prosecutor's Office, the court, the local authorities for imprisonment.
3. Registered crime - also called police statistics. It is the most reliable information about the volume of crime, its structure and dynamics.
4. Detected crime is that part of the public interest which requires all crimes and all perpetrators of crimes to be detected and the criminal law to be applied.
5. Sanctioned crime is the one that has been established and according to the procedural order determined by law the crimes have been recognized by the court or other competent body as committed guilty and the perpetrators have been punished or another measure of influence has been taken against them.

Crime as a problem
Unlike the repressive forms of action by the law enforcement agencies, the control over crime is expressed in establishing the causes of crime and their elimination. In order to carry out effective crime prevention, first, the approach to the problem of "crime" must be changed, i.e., to break the whole worldview not only of the people working in the security structures, of the people in power, but also of the citizens themselves. World experience shows that crime prevention is inconceivable without a healthy civil society that acts adequately and works in sync with government agencies. The understanding that the fight against crime should be carried out mainly or only by the structures of the Ministry of Interior is outdated. This may be the case if the struggle was only repressive, but as it has already become clear, they are not effective enough. In modern methods of crime prevention have their place not only the state administration, but also a wide range of non-governmental organizations and even religious institutions. In Western Europe and the United States, this broad approach to crime prevention has been in place for nearly 20 years.
Who decides what is offensive or harmful?
We can find the answer of this question in the sociological study of deviance. Deviance is behavior that violates social norms and arouses strong social disapproval. The sociological view is that deviance is not a quality of behavior itself but the result of what other people think about it. “ Deviance is not a quality of the act the person commits, but rather a consequence of the application by others of rules or sanctions to an offender. The deviant is one to whom that label has been successfully applied; deviant behavior is behavior that people so label.” 
(Becker, 1963) 
The definition remind us that some harmful behaviors like white-collar crime, might not be considered deviant and fail to result in legal punishment, perhaps because wealthy individuals perform them. Also, it reminds us that some less harmful behaviors, such as prostitution might be considered as very deviant because poor people engage in them. The application of a criminal label to an offender is problematic as these possibilities are suggested. 

How to reduce drug related crime in the large cities?
Drug prevention can split into different levels or strategies that range from activities aimed at society such as overall (environment-oriented prevention), to target of actions towards persons at risk (indicative prevention).The main challenges facing prevention policies are these different levels of prevention to be consistent with the degree of vulnerability of target groups (Derzon, 2007) and ensure that measures are based on scientific data and have sufficient coverage. The bigger part of prevention activities is use-oriented
of substances or related problems, such as violence and risky sexual behavior, but only a limited number of programs are dedicated to specific substances such as alcohol, tobacco or cannabis. Environment-related prevention strategies are aimed at changing cultural, social, physical and economic conditions in which people make their choices about drug use. They usually include measures such as regulation alcohol prices, ban on advertising tobacco productsand forbid smoking at certain places. New scientific data in the field of social psychology (Steinberg, 2008) support the data obtained as a result of social surveys, according to which the social environment strongly influences the choice of adolescents to take risks forms of behavior. During puberty, the intake of risks as a result of changes in socio-emotional brain system, which lead to more active search of approval and reduced pulse control in the presence of peers. Such an increase sensitivity to the opinion of others and perceived norms of behavior may in part to explain active risk behavior in adolescence age, such as uncontrolled intake of drugs and alcohol or dangerous driving of vehicles, which is carried out almost exclusively in a social context. At crucial moments young people in groups often do not make “informed choice” and do not rationally assess the risks.Research shows that instead of concentrating on the provision of information, measures for
prevention aimed at young people follows to be related to the norms and perceptions of normality. It emphasizes the meaning, from the point of view
point of prevention, of targeting measures to different social environments such as school, family and places of entertainment. 

With the above, the study emphasizes the importance of parental control and supports targeted measures to limit the possibilities for occurrence
of harmful effects in environments where young people interact in groups, and especially in places for entertainment and nightlife. The universal prevention is aimed at whole groups from the population, most often in schools and communities. It aims to reduce risky behaviors, related to drug use, such as young people, people are given the competencies they have necessary to delay the onset of use of drugs. In a recently published assessment of the “Unplugged” prevention program in the Czech Republic states that the participating students have reported significantly reduced levels of smoking, as well as reducing the frequency of the use of tobacco, alcohol, cannabis and arbitrary drug (Gabrhelik et al., 2012).

What would make people obey the norms?
Apart from looking for the reason for explaining crime, another important question is: What would make people obey the norms?
Recently, in some countries, a very interesting way is used to prevent and therefore reduce crime. Little boys and girls between the ages of 10 and 14 were taken to prison to see the hard life of prisoners. Iron bars, handcuffs, locks and other charms of the prison have their impact. Conversations with prisoners, their confessions, advice and revelations leave a deep mark in the minds of young people. In my opinion, each country is looking for ways to reduce crime, joint efforts, mutual consultations, meetings, conversations, exchange of experience can contribute a lot in the fight against crime. It is no coincidence that so many efforts are being made in each city by the police, television, newspapers to reach to the people. All actions in one way or another educate and protect citizens from criminal activity. Every society has created a system for controlling the control of crime, although in some cases it is not so successful. It has developed a system of formal control, which is aimed at preventing violations, attempts to sanction deviant behavior and attempts to change. Every society seeks the path to social control and a fair criminal justice system.
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