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Theological Theses- The Prescription Against Heretics.
Pg. 243. - Chapter. 1. 
“Heresies must exist, and even abound; they are a probation to faith”
In Tertullian’s opening chapter headline he is demonstrating that heresies exist as a means to test and observe the character of any doctrine being presented to see if it rings true, it is, as he puts it, “a probation to faith”. He wants to demonstrate that heresies “final cause is [to offer] a trial to faith, to give it [an] opportunity [for it to be] approved”. Tertullian believes that heresies can be tested, and that this gives faith (orthodox faith) chance to be approved; presumably this can be done by means of apologetics.
He also explicitly states that “heresies must exist” and this is due to the fact that “it was foretold that they should come to pass”. He finds it “groundless” therefore for people to be “scandalized” by their existence by making the point that people should be more offended if they did not exist, precisely because the Holy Spirit had foretold that they would. 
 Pg. 244. - Chapter. 3.
“How comes it to pass, (they ask), that this woman or that man, who were the most faithful, the most prudent, and the most approved in the church, have gone over to the other side?” 
Tertullian is pursuing the question; how can it be that heresy can convert even the most faithful of people? He goes on to demonstrate that even Saul, David and Solomon who were given direct grace, and or instructions, from God still fell into sin; for Tertullian it is a part of humankinds fallen nature that people are led into heretical views, as after all only “the son of God [was able] to persevere to the last without sin.” Tertullian expands on this further by pointing out that some “disciples turn[ed] back from the Lord himself, when they were Offended” or when they did not believe him. “Yet the rest did not......because they knew that he was the Word of life and was from God”. The point of his argument, here it seems, is that just because one is taught truth does not mean that he/she will not abandon it if it is no longer attractive to him/her; after all, “the betrayer of Christ was himself one of the apostles”. 
Pg. 246.- Chapter. 7.
“Indeed, heresies are themselves instigated by philosophy. From this source came the Aeons, and I know not what infinite forms, and the trinity of man in the system of Valentinus, who was of Plato’s school. From the same source came Marcion’s better god, with all his tranquillity; he came of the Stoics.” 
Tertullian's main argument here is that heresy evolved out of philosophical schools and teachings. He wants to illustrate that heresy is born from preconceived beliefs that were taught prior to Christ’s arrival on earth, and that heretics do not want to let go of it, as presumably it runs contrary to their own reasoning.  He strengthens his position by referring to Paul’s letter to the Colossians where he warns them to “see that no one beguile [them] through philosophy, after the tradition of men, and contrary to the wisdom of the Holy Ghost.” He gives the examples above as proof that these heretics arrived at their conclusions based on the philosophical schools they engaged with. 
Pg. 251. - Chapter. 17.
“Truth is just as much opposed by an adulteration of its meaning as it is by a corruption of its text.”
Tertullian is arguing that one can interpret scripture falsely by merely selecting passages of “ambiguity” that fit a heretic’s view. He also makes the claim that the heretics “rely on those [scriptures] that they have falsely put together.” This, for Tertullian, is an abuse of scripture and gives more reason for his comments on the previous page, where he makes clear that heretics should not be given access to scripture for precisely this reason. His main point then is even if one has scripture, one can still pervert the truth that Christ gave. He does however still contend that even though they are “most skilled in the Scriptures, [they] will make no progress, [as] everything [they] maintain is denied....and whatever [they] deny is maintained” by the Scriptures. In other words, the Scriptures will always prove their falsehood. 
Pg. 252. - Chapter. 20.
“Christ first delivered the faith. The apostles spread it; they founded churches as depositories thereof. That faith, therefore, is apostolic, which descended from the apostles, through apostolic churches.”
Adding additional weight to his argument, and to counter a situation where a battle of the scriptures is reaching a deadlock, Tertullian bolsters his claim of authenticity by grounding it on the authority of the apostles. Unlike Irenaeus this is not so much about apostolic succession (at least not yet) but more about apostolic founders linking each of the churches in unity. He argues that as Christ sent his apostles to start churches, with his authority and the guidance of the Holy Spirit, these churches then teach other churches the same doctrine, therefore the truth has been preserved. And as Tertullian “hold[s] communion with the apostolic churches [his] doctrine is in no respect different from theirs”. This then is Tertullian's “witness of truth” that demonstrates the unity in doctrinal belief.
Pg. 256.- Chapter. 28.
“No casualty distributed among many men issues in one and the same result. Error of doctrine in the churches must necessarily have produced various issues.” 
To rebuke the accusation that the churches were unfaithful in handing on the gospel accurately, Tertullian is appealing to logic by making the point that if the apostles founded the churches and each church distorted the message then naturally one would have a universal disagreement on doctrine, yet he tells the reader they are in consensus. 
Pg. 257.- Chapter. 30.
“[T]hey at first were believers in the doctrine of the Catholic Church”.
The key purpose of this statement, and text in the previous chapter, is to show that the true faith predates heresy. Tertullian comically states in the previous chapter (29) that “truth had to wait for certain Marcionites and Valentinians to set it free.” He makes that point that “in all cases truth precedes its copy”, and as Marcion was first a member of the Church and followed their teaching first, his deviation is proof that he is simply the ‘copy’. 

Pg.  262- 263. - Chapter. 40.
“For this reason, then, no one ought to doubt, either that “spiritual wickedness's,” from which also heresies come, have been introduced by the devil, or that there is any real difference between heresies and idolatry”. 
Tertullian introduces the Devil as having played a role in earlier mythology, predating Christianity, in order to disrupt and profane the sacraments of God. He makes mention of Mithra, a god who may predate Christianity[footnoteRef:1], who baptizes and “celebrates also the oblation of bread, and introduces an image of resurrection”. Tertullian wants to attribute these predated sacramental rites and beliefs to the Devil’s work, used to diminish the future sacraments and revelation of God through Jesus Christ. Relating heresy to idolatry, Tertullian is observing that heretics “either pretend[ed] that there [was] another god in opposition to the Creator”, much like Valentinian theology, or “they acknowledge the creator [as] the only God [but] treat[ed] him as a different being from what he is in truth.” This, for Tertullian, is idolatry as it would not be worship to the right God or right image of God.  [1:  Scholars disagree on whether Mithra was worshiped before Christ.] 

Pg. 264. - Chapter. 43.
“’Seek and ye shall find,’ is everywhere in their minds. Thus, from the very nature of their conduct, may be estimated the quality of their faith.”
Tertullian makes mention of the quote “seek and ye shall find` in preceding chapters and identifies this as one of the chief passages used by heretics. The idea is that as ‘secret knowledge’ is, supposedly, imparted among the heretical teachers that one must seek and find truth, giving no guidance as to where to find it. Tertullian makes the point that this is to their detriment as they go seeking in wrong, and sometimes debaucherous places. This accusation of heretics being involved in such contrary practices to the gospel, for Tertullian, is the measure to which their faith can be tested and found absent.  
Pg. 264-265. - Chapter. 44.  
“Heresy lowers respect for Christ, and destroys all fear of his great judgment”
[bookmark: _GoBack]In Tertullian`s concluding chapter he wants to emphasise the damage that heresy can bring to that which Christ promised. By heretics denying such things as a resurrection of the flesh, they under-mind Christ’s power and promises. Tertullian facetiously engages in a mock quote of what a heretic may expect Jesus to say to them at the end of time: “I had promised a resurrection, even of the flesh; but on second thoughts it struck me that I might not be able to keep my promise!” Tertullian`s comical undertone is uncovering a serious lack of respect heresy can cause that attenuates Christ’s very power, as God, to bring the faithful to life again. In Tertullian’s view those that follow false doctrine must not fear the final judgement, they were warned in Scripture “that many should come who were to work even the greatest miracles, in defence of deceit of corrupt preaching”. In other words, if they haven`t heeded Christs words, they must not fear his judgement. 

Tertullian believes there is a remedy, by means of this ‘prescription’, to falsify heretical teachings. This is done by demonstrating firstly that heresies must exist due to being foretold by the Holy Spirit in Sacred Scripture (Pg. 243). That even the most faithful of Christians can be led astray (Pg. 244). Heresy originates, for Tertullian, in philosophical theories that pre-date Christian revelation (Pg. 246). Moreover, heresy can arise from misinterpreted reading of Scripture and corrupting Gods word (Pg. 251). Orthodoxy can be authenticated by means of apostolic foundations and that heretical teaching does not lend itself to unity as the true church has shown through its uniformed beliefs throughout the various apostolic churches (Pg. 252 & Pg. 256). He has shown that heresies appear only after the orthodox belief has been revealed, he proves this by showing heretics in the Church prior to their deviations (Pg. 257). Heresies are a work of the Devil as seen in the local mythology of his day (Pg. 262-263). Furthermore, a heretic can be proven to be teaching false doctrine by his conduct in the world (Pg. 264). Finally, he wants to show that the teaching of the heretics in his day under-mind the very virtue of Christ and his promise to humankind (Pg. 264-265). All these points, for Tertullian, are simply “a general position against heresies” and all should be refuted without need of comparative analysis with Scripture; he reassures the reader that he will write against specific heresy in future “separate treaties” to continue defending the faith.
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