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Task 4

Safeguarding in an area which is not your main area of work

Guidance: 
Social Care Wales require newly qualified social workers to provide evidence of their understanding of safeguarding work with adults and children. The assignment below will enable you to demonstrate this. N.B. if your usual area of work is with children please write about adult safeguarding. If you usually work with adults, then write about child safeguarding.  Ensure you meet the learning out comes for this task (see appendix 5 of the handbook).

	Question a:
In an area that is not your main focus of work (see guidance above), explain the relevant legislation, and the national, local and organisational policies and procedures for safeguarding.
 
The NSPCC defines safeguarding as ‘the action that is taken to promote the welfare of children and protect them from harm (NSPCC, 2022). Wales developed The Social Services and Wellbeing Wales Act 2014 (Welsh Government, 2014) which provides professionals with a duty to safeguard children at risk of abuse. Under Section 130 of the SSWBA 2014 it outlines that all professionals involved in the care of children have a duty to report any concerns of safeguarding to the local authority. This provides Local Authority with a duty to undertake enquiries and implement safeguarding actions if required in order to protect a child from abuse or neglect. Following the need for safeguarding actions this would action Section 47 of the Children’s Act 1989 (Children’s Act, 1989). This Act instructs the local authority with duty to investigate if there is a reasonable belief that a child is likely to have experienced or is experiencing significant harm or abuse. The Wales Safeguarding Procedures 2019 (Wales Safeguarding Procedures, 2019) underpins safeguarding principles and guidance for social workers in child protection and supports their decision making and actions in order to ensure the wellbeing and welfare of the child. Section 47 of the Children’s Act 1989 provides duty to conduct a strategy meeting with relevant professionals which aims to risk manage the situation and create a plan and strategy in order to safeguard the child. Professionals must ensure that they work collaboratively with the child’s parents to minimise risks and plan effectively to maintain the child’s wellbeing in accordance with Part 2 of the SSWBA 2014. If the child requires immediate safeguarding the police must exercise their statutory powers to ensure the safety of the child. This could mean that a child is placed in a safe place either with parental permission or through an emergency protection order which is obtained from court. Section 47 also implements the use of the child protection register this is where a child protection conference is held and determines if a child is at significant risk of harm and needs to be on the child protection register in order risk manage the concerns of neglect or abuse. Wales is the first country in the UK to adopt the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child 1989 into the SSWBA 2014. The UNCRC has 54 articles and is an international agreement that outlines the rights of a child and how countries and governments should make these rights accessible to children (UNICEF, 2022). Article 1 and 19 of the UNCRC provides anyone under the age of 18 with the right in the convention to receive protection from abuse and neglect (Save the Children, 2022). In Wales the Safeguarding Procedures promotes and protects the rights of children and young people, this outlines the commitment that Wales has for children’s rights and the UNCRC.
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	Question b:
Reflect on the difference between safeguarding in adults’ and children’s work

The Wales safeguarding procedures recognises that there are both commonalities and differences in legislations and safeguarding procedures for both adults and children (Wales Safeguarding Procedures, 2019). In order to safeguard adults consent is key and under the Mental Capacity Act 2005 (MCA 2005) capacity is to be presumed unless there is contrary evidence (Mantell et al, 2008 p11). The MCA 2005 outlines a person must be assumed to have capacity unless otherwise established that they may lack capacity using the five principles of the act. This can often be challenging for practitioners when an individual has capacity and does not consent or want to pursue safeguarding procedures as they may continue to be at risk of abuse or neglect. Practitioners can advise of safeguarding concerns and risks however it is vital that they respect the decision of individuals when they are not deemed to lack capacity as adults are entitled to make unwise decisions as outlined by the MCA 2005 and can decline intervention and assessment under the Human Rights Act 1998 as they are entitled to the right to privacy under Article 8 of the act (The Human Rights Act 1998). When an adult is deemed to lack capacity and requires safeguarding intervention then the best interest process should be initiated alongside safeguarding procedures, it is also vital when undertaking the best interest processes that the individual’s views, wishes and feelings are considered. In adults safeguarding it is imperative to have consent from an adult or for decisions to be made in the adults best interest in order to initiate safeguarding and is loosely structured by legislation. Whereas safeguarding procedures and legislations in Children’s services are rigid as they are more structured through timescales set by legislations and framework, ensuring that assessments, reviews and visits are managed within timescales and practitioners are duty bound to act. All Local Authorities in Wales also have a statutory duty to protect and promote the welfare of children, and in Wales a child is defined as anyone under the age of 18 (Welsh Government, 2014). It is the responsibility of all professionals and organisations to report a child at risk of abuse and neglect which is outlined under section 130 of the SSWBAW 2014 and also the Children’s Act 1989/2004. When the Local Authority receives a safeguarding report for a child, they do not need to seek consent from the child or parent/s to undertake investigation and can initiate safeguarding processes as they deem appropriate in line with the Wales Safeguarding Procedures and Section 47 of the Children’s Act 1989. 
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