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The vison of Cymraeg 2050 is to have a million Welsh speakers by 2050. The education sector is key to achieving this goal. Having grown up in Ireland and having lived in Northern Ireland up until just before starting the PGCE at UWTSD, I did not know any Welsh before commencing my PGCE year. Consequently, in order to fulfil my goal of becoming a primary school teacher in Wales, it was essential for me to learn as much Welsh as possible during my PGCE year. During this year I have sought to improve my Welsh through several methods. Firstly, I have been attending Welsh classes as part of my PGCE course. Secondly, I have been practicing Welsh for specific lessons during my placement. And thirdly, I have been practising Welsh in my own time using the app Duolingo and other resources. 
Upon commencing my first placement at the end of October, I felt unconfident in my ability to use Welsh. I used incidental Welsh in the classroom to begin with, however I feel that I used it less and less as time went on. I also did not teach any Welsh lessons during my first placement in year 3. At the end of my first placement I received a judgement of ‘Not on track’ for my standard of Welsh. It was commented that I was beginning to use incidental Welsh throughout the day, however my target was to increase my use of Welsh. After receiving this judgement, I knew that I really needed to focus on improving my use of Welsh in my next placement. 
During my next placement (which was in nursery) I concentrated on improving my Welsh and increasing my use of it. I forced myself out of my comfort zone by teaching several Welsh lessons and incorporating cross-curricular Welsh elements into many of my other lessons. In my second week of placement, I taught my first Welsh lesson, I taught the class about feelings in Welsh such as happy, sad and tired and then read a book entitled ‘Tri banana melyn’. The link to this lesson can be found here In order to prepare for this lesson, I took the book ‘Tri banana melyn’ home and practised my pronunciation. I also practised the Welsh words and sentences I intended to use. I wanted to be sure to use the correct pronunciation and vocabulary. These nursey learners were in the very earliest of stages of learning Welsh and so I did not want to teach them anything incorrect. I felt that the lesson went well, and my practise had paid off. In the incoming weeks I taught a Welsh lesson each week (See examples here and here). During these lessons I focussed on building up the basic foundations of Welsh. I found that three elements worked very well in encouraging the children to enjoy Welsh and in helping them to retain it. These were the use of songs, the use of resources and incorporating Welsh across the curriculum.
During my Welsh lessons, I used songs such as ‘Lliwiau'r Enfys’, ‘Mr. Hapus ydw i', ‘Clap, clap un, dai, tri’ and ‘Hwyl fawr ffrindiau'. In order to prepare I learnt the lyrics and pronunciation of the lyrics for these songs. I did this by listening to YouTube videos of the songs and repeating them over and over. During the lessons I found that the children were really engaged with the songs and I could see them really trying to sing along. When I tried to teach them the lyrics they really wanted to learn. After the lesson where we sang ‘Lliwiau'r Enfys’ I heard some of the children from my class singing it throughout the day. The song ‘Lliwiau'r Enfys’ helped the children to learn the Welsh colours in the rainbow, ‘Mr. Hapus ydw i' helped the children to learn how to say different feelings in Welsh, ‘Clap, clap un, dai, tri’ helped the children with their Welsh counting and ‘Hwyl fawr ffrindiau’ helped them to know how to say goodbye in Welsh. I think that song is a very powerful tool to aid memory, especially with nursery children. Learning these songs has also helped me with my Welsh.
In order to help the children to understand what I was saying and to provide them with an aid memoir, I used various resources in my Welsh lessons. During a DCF lesson where the children were using J2E to draw rainbows I included cross-curricular elements of Welsh. The lesson plan can be read here In order to help the children to learn the colours we sang the rainbow song in English and then also in Welsh (‘Lliwiau'r Enfys’). At the start of the lesson the children had to categorise a basket of coloured items into their colour categories by setting them on a prepared A4 sheet for each colour (e.g. the word ‘Red’ in red font). As I sung ‘Lliwiau'r Enfys’ I was able to point to each sheet when I was singing each Welsh colour. This helped the children to know what I was singing and to learn the Welsh colours. During a Welsh lesson about feelings I was also able to make use of resources. As I sang ‘Mr. Hapus ydw i' I was able to point to various pictures which I had prepared (see here). Again, this helped the children to understand what I was singing. When I asked the children how they were feeling afterwards, the pictures were also useful as a reminder for the children. A third resource which I found extremely useful was puppets. During my reading of the Flick and Flack book ‘Tri banana melyn’ I used Flick and Flack puppets. The children became highly engaged whenever the puppets appeared. I was able to use the puppets to ask them questions such as ‘Sut wyt ti?’ and ‘Pwy wyt ti’. I found that the children were much keener to answer when I used the puppets. They wanted to talk to the puppets, and they knew they had to use Welsh to do this.

Lastly, I found that using incidental Welsh and incorporating Welsh across the curriculum was a very good way of improving the children's Welsh and my own confidence and ability in using Welsh. I have already mentioned how I used Welsh in a DCF lesson. I was also able to incorporate Welsh into a Numeracy and Mathematics lesson on 2D shapes. The lesson plan can be read here. In this lesson I used puppets to teach the children about four 2D shapes (see here). In order to incorporate Welsh, I made one of the 2D shape puppets Welsh. I then encouraged the children to ask the puppet ‘Pwy wyt ti’ to which she answered ‘Mrs. Triongl dw’ i'. I was also able to encourage them to ask ‘Sawl un?’ and then count the sides of the triangle in Welsh. This worked well as the children were keen to use Welsh in order to be able to talk to the Welsh puppet. During this lesson I was being observed by my Network Lead and Professional Tutor. I received positive feedback for this lesson and was commended for my use of Welsh (see here and here). I was also able to incorporate Welsh in an Expressive Arts lesson where we listened to Welsh music (see here). In many other lessons I was able to incorporate Welsh by using phrases such as ‘Da iawn’, Diolch’, ‘Bore da’, ‘Prynhawn da’ and singing the song ‘Hwyl fawr ffrindiau' at the end of the day. By the end of my nursery placement I felt that my Welsh had greatly improved. In my end of placement review my mentor recognised this and said that I should be commended for use of the Welsh language (see here). 
Following on from my final placement in Nursery I have attempted to continue my progress in learning Welsh by using the app Duolingo. I have been using the app regularly and I feel that it has really helped my progress. Follow this link to see some examples from my Duolingo account. Now that I am no longer receiving lessons from the University and I no longer need to prepare Welsh lessons for my placement it is important that I do not forget what I have learnt so far. Overall, I feel proud of how far I have come in eight months and I plan to do what I can to continue my progress in the months and years to come. To be able to give the best educational experience to my future pupils I feel that it is essential for me to do this.

