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VIRTUAL LEARNING ENVIRONMENT

[bookmark: _arolcxe0i15c]Introduction
[bookmark: _la5jp5tnimjw]In this report i will be analysing both primary and secondary factors on the impact of a virtual learning environment, which in this report i will refer to as VLE for short. There are both positive and negative factors when it comes to the VLE, some positives being quicker, access, faster results and self motivation. Some negatives being possible crashes, failures within the system and having no access to the platform.

What is a VLE?
A virtual Learning Environment is an online educational platform which is there as a backup or addition to the current education system. It has a wide variety of information which can be accessed from the comfort of a students home or wherever they are located in the world, since the platforms are based online you would need to acquire an internet connection for any form of online assistance. ‘A virtual learning environment (VLE) is a set of teaching and learning tools designed to enhance a student's learning experience by including computers and the Internet in the learning process.’(Tech Target). 

Why are Virtual Learning Environments deemed important in the modern world?
‘VLEs extend communication out of the classroom and into the digital world. Users can exchange instant feedback via discussion threads, forums, polls and surveys – ensuring learners get the support they need, when they need it.’(OneFile). The Virtual Learning Environment on a whole is deemed important as it is not just there to support students in an educational institution, it is also there to support those out of education. To help other children get an education as many children all over the world do not have access to a school but they might have access to a device which can help them access a platform to better themselves. The VLE also makes it easier for the students who are less confident. Those who find it harder to speak up and ask questions but know that they need feedback. Many online platforms have a feedback bar or even a message icon where students can either contact each other for assistance or maybe to even compare certain stresses, which can influence friendships causing positive learning environments. If a student gets confused they can get in contact with lecturers and other members of staff which may be able to offer any assistance to them, and as institutions usually control these sites, it makes a safer way of communication for students making it a more secure and appealing social networking site to use.
Benefits:
The benefits of a learning environment varies but as we are currently going through a global dynamic most of today’s population are found to be studying from home, or having to work from home. Most of this work is being produced online causing a need for the current Virtual Learning Environments to be a necessity Due to the global pandemic many schools were ordered to close but many universities tried to make it easier for students by delaying deadlines and offering extenuating circumstances. Secondary school year 11 students were not able to sit their end of year GCSE’s, instead they took their class work and mock exam grades into consideration to produce a grade, and gave the students the option to resit in the upcoming year being 2021. For many University students this was an opportunity of self reflection as it was a lot harder to produce the work with little to no guidance. 
Many Universities resulted to using institutional resources such as Moodle and Microsoft teams to contact students and have online lectures which students were asked to attend, this was a positive and negative as some students had to connect using mobile data and this resulted in unclear phone calls and a harder understanding of the lecture. On the plus side some lectures get recorded and then emailed over to the student to help boost memory and ideas. ‘The sudden closure of university campuses across China and elsewhere has necessitated the virtual delivery of vast numbers of courses.’ (Lau.J, Yang.B and Dasgupta.R, THE 2020)
‘For students, a VLE allows them to benefit from self-paced learning and the opportunity to learn new skills without having to travel or arrange childcare while they attend courses.’ (Virtual College). This evidence suggests that working from a VLE platform makes a students home life a lot pressurised. It is said in many articles that a students home life can then affect their education as it can affect many other elements in their life, due to things like clinical depression which can lead to a larger scale of issues. Slowing down day to day activities, causing a complete halt in certain situations. ‘Depression impairs cognitive functioning. This mental health issue interferes with healthy thought processes and impacts a person’s ability to concentrate and make decisions.’(Dual Diagnosis). 
By using a VLE as a primary base of education you are giving yourself an easier routine which can be catered around your needs. Although deadlines may be set, the process in which the work is planned and then displayed is all on the students terms. Which is why having a clear mind is valuable, and also not always the case. By working from a platform where you are not rushed many students can tend to procrastinate and produce a lower quality of work. Which can be a negative impact as deadlines may not be met and information that may be needed might be missed, as rushing can cause people to forget things. 
Another negative thing being wifi connection. Many people do not have internet access at home, so have to travel to another destination to do work. This sometimes means they have to pause certain objectives or take time out daily or weekly to meet the requirements to pass their course of study. If a student doesn’t have wifi then they would not be able to access the online sites which can benefit them or give them access to certain resources. Sometimes lecturers or tutors set online coursework which in most cases, will affect the current grade of that student as they aren’t able to create or upload in a timely fashion, this shows lack of dedication to others but sometimes it is just an unfortunate situation. 
If the site is also having technical difficulties or is not allowing certain devices to have access to its platform this also causes a similar issue to having no wifi connection as no matter what you can not access that site to complete the work set. Some schools are based online and are not based in an actual building where students can attend. If the access to that specific site is being blocked by something it causes them students to then miss out on a whole days education, some people attend courses which are for set days at a term, if the Virtual Learning Environment crashes 5 out of 10 days in the course, they are essentially missing 50% of their expected knowledge. 





What is Moodle and what is it used for?
Moodle is one of the many virtual learning environments available to students in certain countries, it is a platform used to access assessment briefs, presentations, past lectures, extra videos and tips for any future  learning. This platform is used across the world to help benefit people at home with their learning and help offer extra points that they may have missed. Although it is an online learning environment, it also helps benefit students in a personal aspect as they are improving their ability to teach and educate themselves, giving them better understanding of certain subjects as it has been broken down in a way which suits their needs instead of broken down as a whole to a class. ‘Moodle, the most popular open source LMS in the world has got more than 78+ million users all over the world.’(Impulse)
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In one of my sessions I was asked to complete a questionnaire on the impacts of the Virtual Learning Environment Moodle. We were asked to send it to our classmates and ask them to respond. In doing this survey I got good feedback on the efficiency of Moodle, some students said it helped them when they were lost. Others said it was like a 24/7 lecture which made it easier for them as they were able to wake up at any given time and finish off their assignments, start assignments or even start making the plan for their assignments. In having a helpful resource which can be accessed in many different countries and areas down to wifi made a lot of situations easier, as some students fly abroad to study and have to go back home to the country of the origin to see their families, this being said Moodle makes it straightforward to pick up where you left and get targets met on time. 
Aside from physical learning, at home education is a form of self discipline, it means taking time out of your day to put towards your education, it means knowing you can complete your work in 30 minutes, but taking an extra hour out to do the research needed to get the right results. Moodle definitely has more benefits than disadvantages as in this day an age many people result to using social networking as a way of day to day lives, the amount of people that pick up their phones and laptops and have started a business or had to work from home in the last few years is a high number, as the years go on we are only getting closer and closer to a virtual reality, by introducing Moodle from now we are helping each other self educate and also educate each other. 

The virtual Learning Environment on a whole has a big impact on the world and without it a lot of students would not be gaining the knowledge they are from the comfort of their homes.
 As this national pandemic is still continuing it is the most vital form of education there is right now as so many facilities have been forced to close due to health and safety reasons. If there was no educational system running millions of students' school lifes (adults and children) would be ruined, those approaching last years that have spent the last few years working hard just to achieve a certain goal, that would have possibly been put on hold or had their outcome predicted due to no work being provided.  Many missing valuable lifes and knowledge which could help shape their future, being provided with a backup ‘just in case’. A lot of extra information and extra learning resources, even some additional VLE programs which act in a similar way as Moodle have been added to online resources to help students balance out the loss of face to face teaching. Overall, the impact of VLE’s are definitely more positives although the disadvantages are risky. 
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1. Have you ever used Moodle?

2. Do you understand what it is used for?

3. List 3 ways the Virtual Learning Environment has helped you

4. Were you ever referred to Moodle or any other VLE?

5. Is Moodle hard to operate?

No () Yes ()

6. What was the hardest function in Moodle? Explain why in a few words.

7. If you could, what would you change or add to the platform?

8. Overall how highly would you rate Moodle out of 10?

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10
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