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TOPIC – IMPACT OF VIRTUAL LEARNING ENVIRONMENT (VLE)
MOODLE ON STUDENT LEARNING EXPERIENCE

INTRODUCTION 
A virtual learning environment in educational technology is a web-based platform for the digital aspects of courses of study, usually within education institutions. They present resources, activities and interactions within a course structure and provide for the different stages of assessment. The concept of virtual (electronic) learning environment refers to learning environments where electronic information and communication technology (ICT) tools play a crucial role in the design of teaching and learning conditions. These tools provide opportunities that were not limited in traditional learning environments. New information technology solutions include information organizing techniques such as hypertext, multimedia, hypermedia, polymedia, as well as new ways of presentation and communication in general and new ways in the digital world. This not only transforms the traditional learning process into short and interactive, but also enhances the learning capabilities and enthusiasm of students towards learning. In this context I will examine the impact of virtual learning environment on student’s learning at University of Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus.
 According to the University of Oxford press, a virtual learning environment (VLE) is system for delivering learning materials or tools to students via the web. These systems include assessment, student tracking, collaboration and communication tools. Simply put, Virtual learning environment is a remote learning environment. Learning that they are obtainable from far and near distance with the aid of computers and other modern tools.
Furthermore, in this exercise we are to explore the effects of remote learning experience with special attention to University of South Wales Trinity Saint David London. To this effect, data collected from questionnaire will be analyzed and informed argument be presented. Never the less, the negative and the positive impacts or effects will be compared and contrast. 
This report or assignment will analyze both primary and secondary data research processes. Besides this, on the basis of the data collected and analyzed, based on the outcome a conclusion is presented. 

PROCESSES AND PROCEDURES 
The virtual learning process is one of the major objectives, which is required to be followed by the organisation in a more elaborative way. A proper adoption of the measures, which applied and followed by the organisation to improve the performances of organisation the report, will also lead the organisation to handle the operations with higher ease.
	The collection of primary data and it’s analysis will help at improving learning performances and the implementation of virtual learning environment.
Some questionnaires were set out to gather data and these data are process to infer information. Some of the questions asked to the students are as follows 
a) Identification of measures and application of VLE 
b) What are the impacts or effects of VLE platform Moodle on student learning experience
c) To identify some of the challenges facing this platform (VLE) 

However, there are so many ways of collecting data primarily. These include; Direct observation, personal interviews, telephone surveys, written questionnaires and surveys, experiments.
Surveys form the backbone of several types of management information gathering needs. It is important to step back and reconsider some of the issues relating to surveys.
Information therefore is data plus contents plus meaning. Data consist of raw facts and figures. They lack meaning until they are processed and turned into something useful. We can now say that data is the collection of raw measurements. Information is the result of processing raw data. Lastly, knowledge is a conclusion of what to do when a particular sets of information presents itself. The diagram below shows different aspects of knowledge.
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The questions are going to be qualitative data collection. That is the use of words or images. Not numerical form. For example open ended questionnaires (What do you understand by virtual learning environment?)

The terms quantitative and qualitative are used widely in business and management research to differentiate both data collection techniques and data analysis procedures. One-way of distinguishing between the two is the focus on numeric (numbers) or non – numeric (words) data.

Quantitative is predominantly used as a synonym for any data collection technique (such as a questionnaire) or data analysis procedure (such as graphs or statistics) that generates or uses numerical data. In contrast qualitative is used predominantly as a synonym for any data collection technique (such as interview) or data analysis procedure (such as categorizing data) that generates or use non-numerical data. Qualitative therefore can refer to data other than words, such as pictures and video clips.

Primary data gathered from the following questionnaires 
1. Gender 
2. Department 
3. Do you understand virtual learning environment?
4. Is it a good tool of learning?
5. Easy accessibility 
6. How VLE is rated
7. The impact on learning 

Secondary data is information that is obtained by someone other than the primary researcher. When a researcher is performing a study, they will collect their own data, either through surveys or some other form of data gathering. Secondary data is something that was not included in this data gathering, and the researcher did not generate it.

AIMS, OBJECTIVES AND GOALS OF THIS PAPER 

The major aim of this exercise is to find out the impact or effect of virtual learning environment (VLE), Moodle on students learning experience. With a special attention paid to university of South Wales, Trinity Saint David, London Campus.

Also to identify the measures, which are applied, related to application of virtual learning environment. 
To evaluate the impact laid by the (VLE) platform, Moodle. To access the challenges identified and advantages of virtual learning platform.

Furthermore, the present research, I the researcher or the presenters of the paper, will use the random data samplings. This involved twenty (20) students of different department of gender variation. This will help in meeting the operational needs and setting up the operational measures, which are applicable by me.

While carrying out the primary research and evaluation process, I am faced with a great challenge of data gathering. Again, getting the secondary data analysis that supports my arguments.


PRIMARY DATA ANALYSIS
Question 1 – Understanding of the term virtual learning environment. Yest most students understand the term and application of VLE.

Explanation – An effective research has been carried out for the assessment of the virtual learning tool (VLE) to be understood widely by the students. For this purpose, about twenty (20) students of Saint David College, London were §selected as respondent. Eighteen out of twenty expressed better understanding of the tool. Only negligible numbers experience doubt and apathy.

Question 2 – Accessibility is the issue here. As per research carried out pertaining to the question above. Sixteen students pointed out the easy accessibility of the tool. Wi-Fi is readily available in most public places nowadays. In essence, it facilitates learning and expands opportunity for users. Three students were not impressed. Based on this outcome, the information gathered is those majorities were in support of VLE, while minority dislike the system.

Question 3 – Rating of VLE by sampling students

The interpretation gathered from the information of the data is that, the students generally rated VLE very high. Sixteen of the twenty students believed rated VLE highly. 

Question 4 – Has the level of students performance improved.

The level of student performance has improved greatly. The students who responded to the question posed to them indicated this. Quite higher percentage of the respondents agreed to this. Fewer than four disagreed with this assertion that student’s performances have improved with the introduction of VLE.

Question 5 – Has VLE had any benefits on students learning?

As the research has been carried out for the evaluation of the effect or impact made by the virtual learning environment tool on student learning. It has been found that the tools have multi- fold and multi dimensional benefits on students. This was a result from the respondents to the questionnaire given them. Only two (2) respondents gave a negative answer to the question.

Question 6 – What are likely shortcomings of VLE.
The reliability of VLE on the long –run was put in doubt by quite a large number of students. The changing technology and the world that has become a global village. The competitions among universities to attract foreign students. The dangerous elements among the computer engineers and programmers.

Also, the so-called hackers who want to make money through foul means. Security of virtual learning environment is questioned.
Generally, the respondents in large percentage doubt the foolproof of the system. On the other hand few still believed in the VLE as education tool of many years to come. 


PRIMARY DATA COLLECTION



Pie chart relating to Question 1. 




Pie chart relating to Question 2. 






SECONDARY DATA ANALYSIS 
According to the views of (Huang et al.2019) with the advancement of technology in the learning field, the tools for virtual learning environment, like Moodle is gaining popularity and improving the academic performance of the students. 

It also makes, the learning process more interactive, hence increases the ability of students to take more interest in studies. Besides this, the studies of (Wijesooriya, Heales and Rohde. 2019) suggest that, various modules are furthermore required to be developed, which will help in improving the performance level of the students at an institution.

ABSTRACT – Based on the interpretation of the data gathered from questionnaires, some recommendations are required to be planned and carried out. These will help in meeting the constraint of the virtual learning environment some of these recommendations are as follows

1. Developing more and more modules regarding learning 
2. Improving the interactions of the virtual learning environment tool with the students 
3. Equal emphasis on traditional learning environment is also required to get better results 

MERITS OF VIRTUAL LEARNING ENVIRONMENT IN INSTITUTION OF HIGHER LEARNING 

Virtual learning environment has many benefits, one of which is the flexibility afforded by the virtual classroom. The benefits are 

· Access to coursework from anywhere at anytime 
· Combination of structure and freedom 
· Effective time management 
· Expanded world view 
· It affords larger discussion amongst students online at any given time 
· Immediate feedback on tests 
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· Dwindling attention spans 
· Getting lost in the material 
· Discomfort with technology 
· Limits opportunities for team building and role playing activities 


CONCLUSION
This study investigates the effectiveness of using virtual learning in teaching in tertiary institutions. In institutions of higher education the issue of using modern information and communication technologies for teaching and learning is very important. The research reveals some views that people and institutions have shared globally on the adoption and integration of virtual technologies in education through surveys and other scholarly journal presentations. On the outcome of the research carried out, this can be easily claimed that virtual learning environment tools like Moodle is significantly beneficial for the students. It does not only make the studying activity interactive but also, generates a better understanding towards the topic.
It will also help in improving the academic interaction of teachers with their students.




















REFERENCES: 

Huang, Y.C. and et.al., 2019. An investigation of motivation and experience in virtual learning environments: a self-determination theory. Education and Information Technologies. 24(1). pp.591-611.

Wijesooriya, C., Heales, J. and Rohde, F., 2019, January. Evaluation of virtual learning environment characteristics in learning performance. In Proceedings of the 10th International Conference on E-Education, E-Business, E-Management and E-Learning (pp. 259-263). ACM.

Valentina Arkoful, Nelly Abaidoo. The role of e learning, advantages and disadvantages of its adoption in higher education. International Journal of Instructional technology and distance learning 12(1), 29-42, 2015. 

Sarah Johnson. The advantages and disadvantages of a virtual learning environment. April 2019 
Maund, A., Schriek, M. and Tinkler, P. (2019). Certifcate in Higher Education: Skills For The Workplace. SAGE Publications, pp.158–170.

‌ Saunders, M. (2009). Research Methods for Business Students. Fifth Edition ed. Pearson, pp.360–363, 371–375.













Appendix:
	Questionnaire

	Q1 Are you aware about Virtual learning environment (VLE) tool Moodle?
· Yes
· No
· May be
Q2 Do you use the Virtual learning environment (VLE) tool Moodle?
· Yes
· No
· May be
Q3 Do your college use the Virtual learning environment (VLE) tool Moodle?
· Yes
· No
· May be
Q4 What are the benefits of Virtual learning environment (VLE) tool Moodle on your learning?
· Improves understanding more interactive
· Enhances the knowledge
· Increase liking for the subjects
· None of the above
Q5 Is the level of your performance have improved using Virtual learning environment (VLE) tool Moodle for your learning?
· Yes
· No
· May be
Any suggestions
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------   
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