Character Dossier: Tymon Antonios, Governor of Ephesus, Economic and Financial Advisor to the Satrap of Asia Minor.

My character is Tymon Antonios. A seemingly unremarkable man of medium height and build, with lightly tanned skin, Tymon would not stand out from the crowd if he was dressed in plain clothes. However, Tymon Antonios is the governor of Ephesos, and the patriarch of the Antonios family, an old noble family based that has a lineage dating back to Persian rule, whose fortune was originally made in trade until they became wealthy enough to enter the world of the elite. Even though he was the governor of Ephesos, Tymon never truly had any interest in the international stage, being content with the diverse politics of a polis, the now Satrap of Asia Minor, Demetrius, made a political visit to see how one of the major ports of Asia Minor was faring and if the right taxes were being levied.[footnoteRef:1] It was during this visit that Demterius took an interest in Helena, Tymon’s sister, and in seeing the potential for a political alliance, Tymon married his sister to Demetrius.  [1:  Davies, J.K. 2011: 178] 

Being a proud father of two children, a girl of 10 and a boy of 16, he and his wife wished to try for a third child. It is Tymon’s wish to send his son to be the ward of Demetrius in Sardeis in order to learn the ways of the political systems within a satrapy and to hopefully flourish at court. Tymon’s wife however does not agree that their son is ready to be sent. His son will be sent in the next few years. After the marriage alliance between Helena and Demetrius, Demetrius rose to position of Satrap of Asia Minor, and Tymon’s sister gave birth to three children, unfortunately, upon experiencing an extremely difficult child birth, she and their fourth child died whilst she was in labour. It was after this passing that Demetrius visited Tymon in Ephesos for the second time, in order to offer him the position of economic and financial advisor. Tymon accepted this position with reluctance, on the condition that he could remain in Ephesos with his family and remain governor of the city.
Whilst Tymon and his wife were trying for a third child, they were met with numerous failed attempts. Tymon is a man whom previously only worshiped his household gods and only attended religious festivals out of duty. However, due to the numerous failed attempts and the recent loss of his sister, he turned to Artemis, one of whose role is the protector of women in child birth and fertility.[footnoteRef:2] The Temple of Artemis in Ephesos, is one of the Seven Wonders of the Ancient world as defined by Philo of Byzantium in his work ‘On the Seven Wonders’, and is also home to a mystery cult dedicated to Artemis.[footnoteRef:3] Due to the turmoil that his family has recently experienced with child-birth, it is his wish that within the next ten years, Ephesos holds a festival to Atremis in an attempt to gain her favour so that she would grant him another child and protect his family. It is also his wish to build a temple to Isis in honour of his recently deceased sister, to whom she prayed in life. [2:  ‘Artemis’. Oxford Classical Dictionary]  [3:  Clinton, K. 2014: 120] 

[bookmark: _GoBack]The evidence for the worship of Egyptian gods in Asia Minor comes primarily from inscriptions and coinage.[footnoteRef:4] Whilst we do not have much, what we do have does demonstrate the infusion of Egyptian cults into what was once a primarily Greek religious sphere of influence. [footnoteRef:5]  However, it is suggested that Ephesos had trade links with Alexandria dating back to Persian rule, and so it is possible that the worship of these gods were introduced this way.[footnoteRef:6] In Ephesos itself, we have evidence of a temple dedicated to Serapis that was never completed, and so it would be on this site that Tymon finishes and rededicates the temple of Isis in honour of his sister. [footnoteRef:7] [4:  Magie, D. 1953: 163]  [5:  Magie, D. 1953:163-4]  [6:  Erdemgil, S. 1988: 90]  [7:  Erdemgil, S. 1988.:90; Rogers, G.M. 1992.] 


Further to Tymons’ wishes for the future, with the power of the Satrapy behind him, it is his wish to expand the influence and territory of Ephesus in order to gain more fertile lands and mineral resources in order to help finance the exploits of the Satrap. It is also his wish to expand on the ancient trade relations with Alexandria and Egypt, and also the create new trade routes along the coast of eastern Asia Minor.
Economically speaking, Ephesos was a wealthy polis. During Strabo’s time, it was the biggest emporion in Asia, meaning that the trade flowing in and out of the city must have been substantial, and so the taxes levied would have been comparatively substantial, however, evidence suggesting the amount of said taxes is incredibly insubstantial.[footnoteRef:8] However, another source of income for Ephesos is the tribute paid to the Artemision each year. Upon Alexander entering Ephesos in 334 B.C. he ordered that any tribute that would be paid to the Persians would be instead paid to the Temple of Atermis.[footnoteRef:9] Whilst we do not know the amount of this tribute, it is important as this money would have remained in circulation of the local economy. The final source of income is the Artemision, whom received numerous dedications from travellers and pilgrims, but also controlled a substantial amount of land that was used for agriculture and fishing.[footnoteRef:10] [8:  Strab. 12.8.15; Davies, J.K. 2011: 178]  [9:  Erdemgil, S. 1988: 26; Davies, J.K. 2011: 181; Arrian.An. 1.17.10]  [10:  Davies, J.K. 2011: 181-3; Dignas, B. 2002: 29] 
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