Task 2. In what ways can touring theatre affect its audience in terms of addressing social, political and cultural issues?
[bookmark: _GoBack]Children are malleable. 4-15-year olds are easy to influence and shape providing you go about it in the correct way. Amongst the highly structured education system, that promotes a linear learning pathway, are opportunities for teachers, practitioners, politicians and other such mentors to provide a more abstract approach to learning and information retention. A single day of something unusual or atypical stands out a lot more in the sea of lessons and programs that children go through 5 days a week. Because of this touring companies can use theatre as this atypical learning opportunity, to highlight issues that are prevalent to the children at the time. 
Children are often overlooked as creatives themselves. Rushing children through their education in order to ‘secure’ them a job has become the norm. Encouraging children to be creative and take an interest in their own education to become the things they want to be, is now rather uncommon. The pressures of finding a career have begun to manifest in children much earlier, and because of this, creative, riskier career paths are not encouraged as much as factual, secure careers. Sir Ken Robinson said on the topic of children and their approach to unknown circumstances “If [children] don’t know, they will have a go...If you’re not prepared to be wrong, you will never come up with anything original.” This leap into the unknown is not encouraged enough in schools or in career choices. Picking a job is now seen as something that you need to decide on very early; you need the correct grades to go to 6th form, then more grades for university and then you can get a job.  Nobody encourages children to just have a go at education, because of the pressures of it. 
Being a touring theatre company allows those involved to target a large audience, typically of the same demographic, in a very short space of time due to the interruption to the audience’s usual routine. In the piece of theatre that we are devising currently, our target audience is 8-year olds. It’s at this age range that we want the children to be able to feel the effect of choices that they make to a story. In our piece we are allowing the audience opportunity to make decisions for the main character in a “choose your own story” like manner. The main theme of the piece is kindness and we want the children to understand the importance of this. Therefore, the choices that the children do make, will have consequence of a sort, but the story will still follow a linear path. We just provide the illusion of control to demonstrate the bad things that can happen if they decided to choose the unkind option in the situations. 
Being able to highlight important issues while creating an entertaining piece of theatre is something that touring can do very well. Because you want to the message to reach as many people as possible the integration into the plot is very important. Practically any issue, social, political, economic or otherwise can be raised in touring theatre due to the versatility of the actors and acting places. With our piece being taken into primary school, we felt it would be a good opportunity to kids to experience an enjoyable piece while still implementing a good message into it.
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