Question 1:
Using at least 3 examples, consider how image makers have utilised digital technology to explore at least one of the following: Conflict, Identity, the Surveillance State, the Technological World?
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What is identity?
Identity is how you express who you are, it is also how others define you. There are many ways to express identity, some I know are gender, clothes, tattoos, makeup, race, religion, beliefs, body image, language, scars, hair styles, sexuality etc. These are what seems to show someone’s identity and the way we express ourselves is a self-representation of our culture, interest and relationships. Identity is impacted by our experiences, the community ad our physical environment.
Image makers have utilised digital technology techniques to express identity by using digital cameras such as DSLR cameras, mirrorless cameras, point-and-shoot cameras, bridge cameras and many more. There are also other types of digital technology like mobile phones, social media, editing software’s, movies, video streaming etc. Digital technology shapes and reshapes the whole entire world with new releases of technology that gives photographers a chance to explore that technology.
Compact cameras which are also called point and shoot cameras are smaller cameras that you can just carry with you. Compact cameras are designed so you can just point and shoot, they have fixed lenses, auto modes for exposure and focus. They have the same similarities as a smart phone, but a smartphone can do more.
A standard camera to use would possibly be a DSLR camera, it’s a popular camera as they are adaptable and offer lots of profession photographs with high image quality. They have a wide range of lenses an DSLR stands for Digital Single Lens Reflex. Another camera is a Mirrorless camera, they have no mirror. It’s a camera that works without a reflex mirror ad light passes through the lens directly into the sensor which then displays your image on the screen. A bridge camera is similar to a DSLR but has a fixed lens and a large zoom range of point-and-shoot. It’s basically a camera that is a great for people who wants to experience more advance details of photography without getting an actual DSLR.

Figure 1
Identity, Michalina Wozniak [image: Identity Series By Polish Photographer Michalina Woźniak | Bored Panda]
Photographer Michalina Wozniak utilised digital technology to explore identity by using a digital camera to photograph her images of identity. She did a series on Identity where she photographed a girl wearing a white mask, a mask that hides her whole face. Photographs of masks hanging on a wall and the girl looking into the mirror with the mask on. She wanted to show deep and dark emotions through these photographs so the more disturbing they are, the more powerful they are. Michalina takes portraits other models but some of them doesn’t cover their faces as hiding your face doesn’t always mean the identity. It could also represent wanting to hide from the world as women are faced with many judgements. Using software’s such as photoshop or light room to mess around with image to get a dark feeling to it really adds to the whole identity as it shows emotions but a very dark feeling to it. In a way this is creepy as you don’ know who’s behind the mask and what they could be hiding. 




Figure 2
[image: Seagulls in Kitchen]
Seagulls in Kitchen, Deana Lawson, 2017
Another photographer that uses a digital camera to express identity through photographs is Deana Lawson, a contemporary American photographer that explores representations of blackness and collective memory. This photograph shows romance, loved up but being photographed as a couple they didn’t know each other, so the image makes you think of intimacy and emotion. This shows that the photographs that she takes has a different meaning then judging the photograph on what you see. Her portraits are not edited that much as they are meant to show honest moments of Black life. Representation is important as it can form how minorities are seen by society and how they view themselves. 
Another example why a mobile phone is a great way to express ourselves as we use our phones daily to either go on social media, take photographs, write notes, to research etc. Using a smartphone or a mobile is the future of the art form. You can be discreet, intimate and it’s accessible to capture a moment or memory quickly. There is so much you can do on a mobile device and you don’t need an actual camera to take photos as a phone can do it. People use mobile phones to capture moments and to cherish memories for their selves, but they can also be taken to be shared around the whole world. You can capture anything on your phone and nowadays people are using the videoing on the phones as you can slow down parts of a video to use them as a photograph. Not owning an actual camera doesn’t mean you can’t be a photographer as there are some photographers out there that uses a mobile phone to capture photographs, there are no boundaries of mobile photography. A mobile phone can allow you to edit on the go, when having a digital camera, you would have to edit on a software. Most people do street photography, but they just don’t know it as they take photos or videos of people on the streets like a homeless man or a busker. Mobile photography can be dangerous if you get caught but a smartphone is easier to hide when taking a photo of someone than having a big camera point at someone when they can clearly tell if you have a camera.





Figure 3
[image: Top 16 Mobile Photographers To Follow in 2019/2020]Susana Jaramillo
Susana Jaramillo is a mobile phone photographer who takes photographs of an area using a phone. Most of her photographs are black and white which really gives the images a moody feeling to it. Some of the photographs of images of people on tube/train, playing basketball or just casually sitting down. This show how you can take photographs without people knowing or looking straight at the camera. Taking photographs of others without them knowing a bit creepy, but it allows Susana to enjoy street photography and it shows identity of people.
Image makers utilises digital technology by the usage of social media, this is a popular way of utilising as it’s a major thing for photographers. Without social media, photographers wouldn’t be given a chance to share their photographs, to show everyone and to possible attention for your work. Facebook, Instagram and Twitter are well known social platforms and, on these you can share anything and possibly store images. Social media can draw more viewers to your exhibitions and gives people a chance to view them online if they can’t go see it in person. I believe that photographers should have social media as they can have online portfolios, as it’s used daily by everyone you are more likely to get people asking for information or sharing your images around the world.
Digital technology such as drones is a useful technology to explore as you can put a high-quality camera in the sky to capture aerial photographs of landscapes. Drone photography can capture still images and videos by a remote operated drone. Drones photography offers a different perspective and a limit amount of compositional possibilities, drone photography mixes two technologies together.
Drones can also be used for where situations where manned flight is considered too risky or difficult. They can also help prevent street crimes or detection and prevention of forest fires. They are used during missions in the military. Aerial Photography is a similar to drone photography as photographing the earths surface with cameras that has to be mounted onto an aircraft, rocket or an orbiting satellite. 

Figure 4[image: Johnny Miller 'Unequal Scenes' Drone Photography | HYPEBEAST]
Unequal Scenes, Johnny Miller
Johnny Miller a drone photographer who specializes in African and world issues related to urbanization, tech an art. He fly’s a drone up into the sky to take these amazing photographs which documents the disparity between Africa’s rich and poor. Drone photography can show culture within minutes of just by flying a drone into the sky and taking photos or videos of the sky view. “I defy the traditional power structures that keep these inequalities hidden so well from every direction except directly above. If the images provoke uncomfortable feelings of fear, despair, or an unsettling realization of complicity – good. They are intended to.” (Johnny Miller, 2018) Some of his photographs just look straight down and he believes that looking down, he could see the clear dividing lines, which is true! As his photographs really does show the lines in between the rich and poor neighbourhoods. Seeing culture from view of eyes you don’t see the dividing line; you just see a row of houses with roads/streets. But from above with a drone you realise how much it shows how the line divides the them.




[image: ]Figure 5
Last Bite of Chocolate City, Dee Dwyer, 2020

A photographer that I came across named Dee Dwyer that utilises again with a digital camera. Dee Dwyer is a photographer from Southeast, Washington D.C who did a project called the Last Bite of Chocolate City which are black and white photographs. Dee went to Black Lives Matter protest to photograph every single moment as there was debates of how to capture these moments have risen among the larger discussion of racial equality. She was able to attend the protest and photograph everything so that she could share it with the world.  “I can’t [separate myself]. I am a black person and a black woman. I’m also a mom of two black kids. A 10-year-old girl and a six-year-old boy. This moment is about me,” (Dee Dwyer, 2020) People who join in with protests shows emotions, as a lot of people have different emotions during that time some are angry, some are sad, but this shows honest emotions. The black and white edit on all of the photographs works well with the image itself and this image “stop killing black men” is a sign that something needs to be done as people are going to protest as they for stand up for on another.


[image: Epidermis - sophie h-t]Figure 6 
Epidermis, Sophie Harris Taylor
A portrait photographer that I used in previous work is Sophie Harris-Taylor who utilises digital cameras to explore skin positivity, relatable and humanist topics. She is a photographer from London which her work shows different women with different skin conditions. The goal behind her project is to break down the stigmas surrounding skin conditions and she wanted to create a series of work that empowers and allows women to love their skin regardless having a skin condition. “Normality is defined by the images we see all around us. We are led to believe all women have perfect, flawless skin – they don’t.” (Sophie Harris Taylor, 2018) Some women today can’t leave the house without putting make up on as they don’t want to show their skin condition. Social media doesn’t help with this as if a woman uploads an image of themselves without no makeup and have an acne on their face, someone or another woman will put them down as they don’t want to wear makeup. Most celebrities can’t upload a photograph of themselves onto social media without editing their photos first as they don’t want to show their possible skin conditions or other problems. Someone shouldn’t have to hide, be judged just for having a skin condition. As I suffer with a skin condition myself, I try my hardest to hide it but sometimes I don’t as hiding it won’t make it disappear.

[image: Andrzej Steinbach - Figur I, Figur II, Spector Books, 2015, Leipzig –  photobooks josef chladek]Figure 7 
Figur I, Figur II, Andrzej Steinbach, 2018
This Berlin based photographer Andrzej Steinbach has utilised digital technology to explore identity as they use photographic portraiture to mess around with identity and identification. The aim behind this work is to distrust binary systems of organization. The idea behind these photographs is so that the model will do different poses dressed in a collection of clothes that makes it impossible to ascribe the model a fixed role. This work is interesting as each photograph look the exact same but there’s a slight angle or movement to it, I love this work as it shows that you don’t need an exact role like “he” or “she”. Andrzej used a digital camera to explore this technique and played around with outfits/clothes and the black and white portrait series makes the viewer look carefully and make comparisons.
With the photographers that I’ve selected they all have similar similarities as some of the photographers used black and white, some used colour but all of them used a digital camera to explore identity in their own way. There are a few differences between each photograph as each photographer has their own style to work with and has a different meaning. Some image makers have utilised digital technology to explore conflict and identity such as Dee Dwyer as she went to a protest, which is a conflict and she didn’t just watch and take photographs, she joined in. She also photographed people at the protest as she wanted to share it with everyone.

Overall, image makers have utilised digital technology to explore identity by mostly using digital cameras, social media, editing software and mobile phones as a photographer you’d need social media to be able to grow a platform for yourself, show of images that were taken either using a digital camera or a mobile phone. There is always new technology that gets brought out and photographers gets to experience new ways on how to take photographs. Drone photography would be amazing to show landscapes and cultures, but some places have them blocked so you’re not able to fly. I, myself use a digital camera and a mobile phone to utilise digital technology to explore identity as in my previous project I did body image, which is related to identity. When I’m out and I don’t want to take a camera with me I just use a mobile phone as it’s quick and accessible easily. I use social media a lot to upload photographs like a portfolio as it’s a good way to get your work out there easily. When I try to do street photography, I tend to use a mobile phone as I can hide it or disguise it easily without people asking why you are taking photos. Every year new technology comes out which gives photographers an opportunity to try a new technique or something to experiment with. Mobile phones will always be a utilised digital technology as a lot of people take photographs of themselves to upload onto social media so that others can see it and smart phones are always going to upgrade so the cameras on the phones will get better over time and may act like a DSLR camera just in a phone version.
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