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SESSION FIVE 

 

 

 

GETTIER CASES AND THE CONCEPT OF KNOWLEDGE 

 

 

 

STUDY EXERCISES 

 

 

Read Gettier’s paper, ‘Is Justified True Belief Knowledge?’, as well 

as the other texts on the reading list.  After doing the reading, see if 

you can answer the following questions: 

 

1. Why do philosophers usually consider belief to be more basic than 

knowledge? 

 

2. Explain both of the counterexamples that Gettier gives.  

 

3. What, if anything, do Gettier cases have in common?  What, if 

anything, is their common structure? 

 

4. Do you think that the Gettier cases are successful in showing that 

knowledge is not justified true belief? Relatedly, is the standard 

view of knowledge as justified true belief plausible? 

 

5. Why should we care what the concept of knowledge is? 


