	
	
	



The Political, Economic and Cultural impact of the Barbary Corsairs on the Mediterranean. 
The Barbary Corsairs is a catch all term for the privateers that operated off the coast of North Africa, from the Atlantic coast of Morocco to Tripoli merchants had to pass through this route when conducting trade constantly under threat from the diverse mix of people’s and religions operating from the ports of Salé, Oran, Algiers, Tunis, Tripoli and numerous other inlets and bays. However, by no means were the corsairs of the 16-19th centuries the first ever pirates in the region, as the coasts were used by Vandals in the 5th Century, the  Hafsid and Marinid dynasties of the Almohad and the independent Berber kingdoms in the Magreb, it is therefore important to make the distinction between the Berber natives and the Barbary corsairs of the 15th-19th Centuries whom were, with the exception of Morocco, under Ottoman rule, from gradual absorption after the intervention by Oruç Barbarossa in the state of Algiers and the following gifting of the city to Sultan Selim I. Indeed, within these Ottoman ruled ports the Berbers only made a small portion of the cosmopolitan mix of those active at sea, with none of native decent appearing in a 1580 Algerian list of privateer rais.[footnoteRef:1] Instead what existed was a mix of Tunisian, Turk, Greek, Armenian, Dutch, Spanish, French, Irish, Genoese, Venetian, Albanian, Nepalese, Portuguese, Sicilian, Calabrian, Hungarian, Corsican, Bedouin and Berber  peoples arising from the development of the corsair free ports as centres of trade and safe haven from the Christian European powers, which they waged economic warfare upon and at significant cost to both in league with Ottoman foreign policy and against it. It was these ports that would harbour European renegades who brought with them shipbuilding techniques that would improve the effectiveness of the corsairs. Those under Ottoman rule were described as defenders of the Muslim sphere against Christian expansionism, locked in a holy war, and never making any articles of peace against the Spanish and some Italian states but also  working with others such as giving military support to  the French, or negotiating articles of peace and the redemption of slaves to give reprieve to the shipping of certain states and to national economies. For the continuation of the corsair economy however the coasts would have to stay at war with at least one major nation, and so each independently acting corsair state became moving pieces in the ever-shifting balance of power, and with investment in local defences (Local and Spanish) the states proved remarkably hard to dislodge or punish with expensive expeditions levied only to be repeatedly beaten back, further taxing Mediterranean economies, as despite multiple attacks no corsair kingdoms fell to foreign rule between 1578-1830[footnoteRef:2], with Algiers being the first to fall to the French. [1:  The Barbary pirates 15th-17th Centuries, Angus Konstan, Osprey Publishing, 2016, page 48-49.
]  [2:  The Barbary Corsairs in the 17th Century, G.N.Clark, The Cambridge Historical Journal, Vol.8, No.1, Cambridge University press 1944, page 7.] 


In the 16th century the Spanish Reconquista forced the necessity of outside support to help the Barbary kingdoms fight off the expanding power of the Spanish forces who by 1510 had captured Bougie, Tlemcen, Algiers ,Tripoli (with the Portuguese taking Tangier and depriving Morocco of a port of similar significance to its neighbours), cutting of the port of Algiers by creating Le Penon and subjecting Salim al-Tumi's kingdom to a tributary state . Who after suffering much humiliation petitioned the Barbarossa brothers for aid, with Oruç taking control in a coup d'état. The sacrifice of autonomy by this Corsair turned King constitutes a large swing in the region that would have lasting consequences, as in the following centuries the areas would become shaped by an efficiently constructed economy under the command of a Beylerbey (later a Pasha), appointed by Istanbul, (and later still a locally appointed dey and diwan) which relied heavily upon privateering as its income and therefore needed a strong Janissary force to supply those vessels, these Janissary’s were frequently involved in the politics of the region usually overthrowing one dey in favour of another, especially when significant economic pressure was placed upon a state, as seen in Tripoli where from 1672-1676 6 deys had served, each of them overthrown[footnoteRef:3]. These Janissaries were dispatched from the Ottoman empire along with the Pasha and so without the interference of the corsair Barbarossa brothers this political turmoil would not be possible. With the expansion of the Ottoman empire the war against the Reconquista became depicted as that of a holy war with corsairs being viewed as the frontline against encroaching Christendom in a sea jihad[footnoteRef:4] frustrating attempts by the Holy Roman Empire and Spain to rule North Africa through tributary states by defeating them in 1510 at Djerba, 1516 at Algeria, 1529 at Le Penon, and at 1574 at Tunis however this alliance was not born from the generosity of the Ottoman Empire, as it clearly had aims of territorial gain in the area with the 1534 conquest of Tunis from the Hafsid Sultan Mulay al-Hasan and the 1558 expedition into Morocco by Hasan Pasha to reinstate the Wattasids to rule. The impact the Barbarossa corsairs had on the Mediterranean does not end there as in 1533 Hizir Barbarossa was appointed admiral of the Ottoman fleet and Chief governor of North Africa, whereby his corsair fleet would merge providing valuable experience in sea warfare to the expanding forming an officer and skipper  caste with lasting implications as the  ex-corsairs were able to effectively train and develop the Ottoman fleet, and where an admiral had little to no experience of commanding at sea he was advised not to take action without first consulting the most seasoned commanders in his fleet (which tended to be corsair rais)[footnoteRef:5], furthermore, the corsairs allowed for more technologically advanced vessels to enter Ottoman service as when employed as mercenaries the square-rigged ships of Christendom (corsair prizes) were retrofitted for war, alongside the xebec instead of the galleys that made up the majority of the Ottoman fleet[footnoteRef:6] despite the significance of the impact of the corsairs upon the Ottoman navy, the tendency to declare that the Barbary corsairs were the only naval arm of the empire is fallacy as the Ottoman fleet under Barbarossa was the empire’s most expensive military undertaking[footnoteRef:7], a further impact of the corsairs upon the empire was the debasement of coinage that led to hyperinflation and an economic crash from Barbarossa’s campaign to recapture the fortress of Herceg Novi, costing a total of 2,495,991 akçe. In 1516, Algiers was considered a pleasant backwater with no thriving merchant community[footnoteRef:8] however, through the absorption of privateering as a state industry and the consequent increase in resources allocated to each sortie the city prospered, getting to be the biggest of the corsair naval bases with a large population and the importance placed upon slave carpenters and shipwrights more expeditions could be launched, and ships maintained. Along with the change in ship usage, before the implementation of square-sail rigging, technology brought by renegades, the coast relied on galiots, galleys, fustas and barca longa the biggest of which  (the galley) could still only operate within the sailing period of fair weather and would not be able to keep at sea for more than a few weeks, with limited cargo capacity and only the ability to bring a 36 pounder centreline cannon with two 18 pounder flanking cannons with swivel pieces compared to the xebec which was  a sailing vessel with three masts with the added versatility of oar usage, this vessel could use a combination of lateen and square rigged sails allowing it to sail closer to the wind than contemporary roundships, and with a compliment of 12-16 guns with swivels it could engage bigger ships than the galley and with longer operating ranges, thus capturing  more prizes, these prizes fuelled a local economy of shipbuilding, trade, powder, industries related to maintenance and repairs, slave markets and the provisions of said slaves. The success that these new ships brought can be seen in raids further afield than the Mediterranean such as the 1627 raid on Iceland and those of Newfoundland, along with a combined total of 1.25 million slaves between 1530 and 1780[footnoteRef:9] and from 1612-1617 150 English ships alone were seized by the pirates[footnoteRef:10] and in 1636 a confederation of English Merchants complained to the king that a total of 87 ships and £96,700 of cargo had been taken[footnoteRef:11]  the success of the corsairs in Algiers led to the creation of the cultural sites, like the Ali Bitchin mosque and increased fortifications. By 1816 these fortifications culminated in 21 batteries, 2 forts and over 720 guns and mortars of varying sizes with the biggest being 68 pounders[footnoteRef:12] enough for Lord Admiral Nelson to estimate a significant battlefleet of 25 vessels would be needed to storm the port.[footnoteRef:13] When the French took the city in 1830, they only recovered 12 ships of war compared to the fleet of 50 ships they had in 1676[footnoteRef:14], due to the steady decline in military strength seen across the corsair states as nations increased their naval presence in the Mediterranean the availability of prizes was severely limited, and In 1793 Algiers was even demanding a brig and two schooners (alongside other gifts and $21,600 worth of shot, oak and timber) with a 32 gun frigate given to buy a 6 month reprieve in negotiations with America for slave redemption and peace.[footnoteRef:15] [3:  Pirates of Barbary Corsairs, Conquests and Captivity in the 17th Century Mediterranean, Adrian Tinniswood, Penguin Publishing Group 2010, page 256.]  [4:  Ibid, page 42. ]  [5:  Studies of Ottoman History and Law, Colin Trunker, The Navy of Süleyman the Magnificent, Archivum Onomanicum VI:1980, Istanbul: The Isis Press 1996, pages 211-282, page 15.]  [6:  Ibid. pages 1-4.]  [7:  An Economic and Social History of the Ottoman Empire Volume One:1300-1600, Halil Inalcik, Cambridge University Press 1994, page 93.]  [8:  The Barbary Pirates 15-17th Centuries, Angus Konstan, Osprey Publishing Press 2016, page 18.]  [9:  Christian Slaves, Muslim Masters: White slavery in the Mediterranean, the Barbary coast, and Italy,1500-1800, R.C. Davis, Basingstoke 2003, page 3-26.]  [10:  Pirates of Barbary, Corsairs, Conquests, and Captivity in the Seventeenth-Century Mediterranean, Adrian Tinniswood, Riverhead Books 2010, page 121.]  [11:  ]  [12:  Algeria, Past and Present, John Harcourt Blofeld 1844, page 350.
]  [13:  Ibid. Page 351.]  [14: Pirates of Barbary, Corsairs, Conquests, and Captivity in the Seventeenth-Century Mediterranean, Adrian Tinniswood, Riverhead Books 2010, page 234. ]  [15:  Essential Histories, The Wars of the Barbary Pirates, To The Shores of Tripoli: The Rise of the US Navy and Marines, Gregory Fremont-Barnes, Osprey Publishing 2006, page 34.] 


It was the effectiveness of the corsairs that led Christendom into arranging treaties with the corsair states, whom after the 1638 battle of Valona were under waning Ottoman influence had been free to explore their own foreign policies rather than be subjected to binding diplomatic agreements between Istanbul and other European states, which even addressed the problems of piracy by adding specific clauses into them offering both protection and the right given to foreign shipping to defend itself against the corsairs, which shows that the corsairs were successful and widespread enough for protection from them to be desirable, although this could also be a consequence of Aegean and Crimean pirates or a mix of all three. This desire for protection against the pirates is what made the corsair states an element of the European balance of power, as their economies demanded them to be at war with at least one nation at any given time each European nation would have to compete to agree articles of peace, however with each corsair state being independent agents these articles of peace would need to be guaranteed with all of them to secure safe passage, and not all of them binding but instead they were broken on a regular basis. Through the agreement of articles of peace European states could also get the corsair states to wage a proxy economic war on their behalf or to secure resupply routes before an upcoming war , the presence of these states also allowed for a convenient excuse to hide large naval movements and it was this expanding naval presence in the Mediterranean would contribute to the decline of the corsair powers. The threat posed by these pirates was enough for the English Parliament to raise a  1% tax to pay a total of £70,000 for ransoms even during the civil war, the threat of raids forced the creation of watchtowers along coastlines and even the wholesale abandonment of some settlements. The diplomacy with the corsairs was not simply limited to articles of peace with the republic of sale having signed a neutral non-piracy agreement with England in 1627, and Algiers have France pay tribute for the Bastion de France in exchange for its construction furthermore France was even able to negotiate the safe movement of wheat to southern France through Genoa, as the area was suffering from the 1788 famine it would be this agreement that would lead to the execution of the French consul and the occupation of Algiers. Redemption and ransom was also another diplomatic tool at the disposal of the corsair states and constitutes some of the only agreements between the states and the Spanish negotiations with the corsair governments with 1,236 Muslim slaves for 819 Christian slaves where a total of 694,463 pesos[footnoteRef:16] had been spent along with the 1785 reparations where the Spanish had to pay $2.5 million in presents, tribute, and ransom money after a  failed attack on Algiers[footnoteRef:17]. When diplomacy failed the European Nations across the centuries would launch punitive expeditions against the corsair states, with the 1816 Lord Exmouth expedition forcing the corsair states to ban the practice of slavery, it would be a further 17 years before Britain abolished slavery and another 49 years until it was banned in the US. [16:  Lords of the Sea, A History of the Barbary Corsairs, Alan GiJamiesan, reaktian books Ltd, 2012, page 176.]  [17:  Essential Histories, The Wars of the Barbary Pirates, To The Shores of Tripoli: The Rise of the US Navy and Marines, Gregory Fremont-Barnes, Osprey Publishing 2006, page 32.] 

In March 2011, Muhammar Qaddafi warned that if the Libyan government fell “There will be Islamic Jihad in front of you in the Mediterranean.....We will return to the time of Barbarossa, of pirates, of Ottomans imposing ransoms on ships”[footnoteRef:18] it's clear that the historical memory of the corsairs lives on in the modern day along with the cultural notion that they were mujahideen ,this is unsurprising as through successful privateering and the threat created by such activities the Barbary Corsairs were able to transform the Berber kingdoms into open port privateer societies acting under the premise of holy war, but instead able to absorb European renegades for their valuable skills and able to work with Christian nations,  they were able to impact the economies and Navies of the major European nations through redemption , ransom, tribute and trade and their own through investment. The corsair states even lead to the creation of the US navy, a relatively small timeframe in the history of the corsair states but the first war off of American soil fought by the young country and it is from these corsairs where the original lingua franca was born in their cosmopolitan melting pot societies and they clearly live on in cultural memory as their raids are documented in Icelandic histories[footnoteRef:19] and even through the works of Shakespeare. However, nothing exists in a vacuum and factors in the Mediterranean must have impacted them just as much if not more with European renegades bringing new technologies, the Reconquista forcing Moorish peoples to emigrate, the expansion of naval powers and changing French and American governments for the former refusing to pay debts and the latter refusing to pay tribute, and their golden age in the 17th century came about due to the spent nature of European fleets, with the 1571 battle of Lepanto causing the decline of the Italian states and The Dutch and Elizabethan wars crippling the Spanish and the Dutch navies, through the 1816 expedition they were some of the first nations to abolish slavery and their conquest would pave the way for further colonial conquest in Northern Africa[footnoteRef:20], with the only ones left to fight against it being Bedouin and Berber rebels. [18:  Laurent Valdiguié, “Kadhafi: ‘J’en appelle à la France,’” Le Journal du Dimanche, March 6, 2011, www.lejdd.fr/International/Afrique/Actualite/Exclusif-Linterview-integrale-accordee-par-Mouammar-Kadhafi-au-JDD-278745/. Quoted in Piracy and Law in the Ottoman Mediterranean, Joshua M.White, Stanford Univerity Press 2017, Preface.
]  [19:  Olafar Egilsson, quoted in Bernard Lewis, Corsairs in Iceland, page 240.
]  [20:  Wars of Imperial Expansion in Africa, 1830-1914, Bruce Vandervort, London 1998.] 


Bibliography: 
-The Barbary pirates 13-17th Centuries, Angus, Konstan, Osprey Publishing, 2016. 
-The Ottoman Empire and the Barbary Corsairs, 1450-1550: A Relationship Examined, Gemma Masson, academia.edu/4866083/The_Ottoman_Empire_and_the_Barbary_ .
-academia.edu Corsairs_A_Relationship_Examined?fbclid=IwAR1BwQ02bSFUmY7iM2uvaCmrmEfiQIhcEhqguNs76jWs2DiCAfCByBIN1mM. 
-Algeria, Past and Present, John Hacourt Blofeld 1844. 
-Lords of the Sea, A History of the Barbary Corsairs, Alan GiJamiesan, reaktian books ltd, 2012. 
-The Costs of State-Sponsered Terrorism: The Example of the Barbary Pirates, Thomas Woodward, National Tax Association, National Tax Journal September 2003, Vol 57, No.3, pages 599-611. 
-The Barbary Corsairs in the 17th Century, G.N Clark, The Cambridge Historical Journal, Cambridge University Press 1944, Vol 8, No. 1, pages 22-35 
-Essential Histories, The Wars of the Barbary Pirates, To The Shores of Tripoli: The Rise of the US Navy and Marines, Gregory Fremont-Barnes, Osprey Publishing 2006. 
-French Mediterraneans, Transnational and Imperial Histories, Barbary and Revolution: France and North Africa,1789-1798, Ian Coller, Univeristy of Nebraska Press 2016. 
-French Mediterraneans, Transnational and Imperial Histories, Revolutions de Constantinople: France and the Ottoman World in the Age of Revolutions, Ali Yaycioglu, University of Nebraska Press 2016. 
-Britain and Barbary, 1589-1689, Nabil Matar, Univeristy Press of Florida 2005. 
-Piracy and law in the Ottoman Mediterranean, Joshua M.White, Stanford Univeristy Press 2017. 
-Pirates of Barbary, Corsairs, Conquests, and Captivity in the Seventeenth-Century Mediterranean, Adrian Tinniswood, Riverhead Books 2010. 
- An Economic and Social History of the Ottoman Empire Volume One:1300-1600, Halil Inalcik, Cambridge University Press 1994.
-Studies of Ottoman History and Law, Colin Trunker, The Navy of Süleyman the Magnificent, Archivum Onomanicum VI:1980, Istanbul: The Isis Press 1996, pages 211-282.
-Christian Slaves, Muslim Masters: White slavery in the Mediterranean, the Barbary coast, and Italy,1500-1800, R.C. Davis, Basingstoke 2003.
























	
	
	



