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Christology: The Nature and Work of Christ
[bookmark: _Hlk55665272]This review looks at Encyclopedia Britannica online and its works in Religion and the subject matter of Christology. The reference source is tertiary, containing both primary and secondary material with tripartite structure. This consists of a Propaedia: the outline of knowledge which the reader can use as a tool for study in a specified area, Micropaedia: references and indexes providing brief descriptions in the specified area and Macropaedia: the core volumes to which in-depth knowledge of the topic are found.  
“For over 200 years the Encyclopedia Britannica has been the standard against which all other English encyclopedias are measured…universally acknowledged as an outstanding reference work”. (AUCHTER, D., 1999. The evolution of the Encyclopaedia Britannica: from the Macropaedia to Britannica Online. Reference Services Review, 27(3), pp. 291-299.). 
The site allows for ease of reference when researching the major categories of human knowledge, subdivisions have been designed providing articles in alphabetical order for the in-depth study of the sub-division topic. Christology is located under Philosophy and Religion (category) and Religious Beliefs (sub-division). The doctrine of Christology derived from the Greek, Khristós (Christ) and -logia or logos (study, word) relates to the area of theological discourse that focuses on Jesus Christ. The subject of discussion involves areas such as the Incarnation of Christ and its centrality in Trinitarian theology within the Christian church. Theological debate surrounds his divinity and humanity, moral teachings, and the Resurrection. 
The Encyclopedia Britannica provides an explicative article that seeks to give insight into the basis of Christology. “The underlying methodological assumption of Christology is that the New Testament contains, the authentic and accurate record of Jesus, both explicitly and implicitly” (STEFON, MATT. and HILLERBAND, HANS.J., April 28, 2020. Christology, Encyclopedia Britannica). 
It is the formulation of the New Testament writings, the assembling of the early Church creeds and theological debates on the relationship between Christ’s divinity and full humanity, that lay the foundation for Christological theology. During the early controversies between theologians distinguishing the interrelationship of the Trinity, the Church established the Trinitarian doctrine of God the Father, Son and Holy Spirit, three co-existential beings eternally one. This opened the school of thought for discussion surrounding Jesus’ divinity, as the second person of the Godhead and pre-existing relationship to the Father, with his works and relationship to mankind.
The sources and concepts of Christology are detailed starting with the New Testament and the connection between the authors and the historical context in which they wrote, referring to the influence of the Greek language and philosophy on Jewish thought. The apostles and followers of Jesus believed that he was the “Messiah,” translated from the Hebrew “Mashiach” (anointed one) who had been prophesied throughout Israel’s history in the Old Testament as their Saviour and Redeemer. This is expressed by the writer in the book of Acts, “Therefore let all the house of Israel know assuredly that God has made this Jesus, whom you crucified, both Lord and Christ.” (Acts 2:36). The Gospel of John gives further understanding into the apostles’ view of Jesus’ divine nature: 
“1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He was in the beginning with God. 3All things were made through Him, and without Him nothing was made. (John 1:1-3).
The article gives insight into the influence of logos theology on the writers of the apostolic literature, Christ being the active “Word of God.” His pre-existence and his Incarnation, “And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us” (John 1:14), indicates the New Testament writers attributed Jesus to the “Living Word”. The concepts of Christology are further outlined in the section of Early history with focus on the names of the attributes assigned to Jesus. It explores the way in which these appellations reflected when the Scriptures were referring to Jesus’ divinity or his human nature and the importance for New Testament writers in attesting to both without diminishing the other. The titles attributed to Jesus were the focal point for early Christian theologians, Jewish scriptures reference to Jesus’ omnipotence emphasized his distinctive status and role at the start of creation, the prominence of titles such as Son of God posed questions about Jesus’ pre-existent relationship to the Father. 
The source continues to explore the foundations for Christology during the first five centuries, discussing the controversies within theological reflection and the historical creeds of Christianity; that of the Nicene council (325.AD) and the Chalcedonian council (451.AD). The First council of Nicene sought to create an orthodox consensus of Trinitarian theology during the Arian controversy of the 4th century; named after the scholar Arius of Alexandria (c.250-336). Although the controversy was regarding debates surrounding the Trinity this created a framework of theological discussion on how Jesus co-existing eternally; could be fully human. The Arian discourse adopted a monotheistic approach to the divinity of Jesus as being more than human but not fully divine and the term homoiousios (“of like essence”) was rejected by the early council.
 Stefon states of Arius’ Christology: “His basic notion was that the Son came into being through the will of the Father, the Son, therefore, had a beginning. Although the Son was before all eternity, he was not eternal, and the Father and Son were not of the same essence. In Jesus, who suffered pain and wept, the logos became human.”
The Nicene council opposed the Arian view that Jesus’ divinity lied in that he came from God therefore only of like essence to God by stating within the creed that he was indeed, “God from God, Light from Light, true God from God”. The creed affirmed the Athanasian theology named after the theologian Athanasius of Alexandria (c.293-373); of God Incarnate. In that God became human through Jesus Christ and only through him mankind is justified before God the Father therefore homoousios (“of the same substance”). The formulation of the creed at Chalcedon sought to bring resolution to the longstanding disputes, defining the nature of Christ as, “one person in two natures, which are united unconfusedly, unchangeably, indivisibly and inseparably.”  (Ngien, Dennis & Ngien, Dennis, 2004. Chalcedonian Christology and beyond: Luther's understanding of the 'communicatio idiomatum'. Heythrop Journal, 45(1), p.54.). 
The understanding of the New Testament authors’ metaphorical language ascribed to Jesus and the creeds of the ecumenical councils played a pivotal role in Christological thought. The terms used to identify Jesus’ nature were central to the early Christian theologians understanding of the relationship between them, scholastics seeking to emphasize one over the other without fully undermining the divinity of Christ or in his full humanity – the ability to redeem mankind. Though neither the creeds at Nicaea nor Chalcedon fully resolved the historical discussions that had preceded it or the conflicts that ensued, never being fully accepted by all Christian branches, it did outline the Christian praxis on the teachings of the nature of Jesus and defined what would be considered orthodox or heretic within Christological developments for scholastics in subsequent centuries.
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