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BA1 PTE

[bookmark: _GoBack]A self-evaluation of my performance as a teacher developing learners’ Welsh language literacy skills.

Over the last four weeks I have been increasing my Welsh language vocabulary in order to subsequently, develop the learners’ Welsh language literacy skills. Preparation for use of Welsh on my PTE began several weeks ago, as I used a programme called ‘Duolingo’ to widen my Welsh language vocabulary and attended lectures to learn basic Welsh skills. These actions prepared me to develop Learners’ Welsh language skills to a certain extent, however, much of learning how to develop their Welsh has been learnt through putting it into practice over the four weeks of PTE. Listening to the incidental Welsh used by class teachers’, LSAs, dinner staff and the pupils themselves had a significant impact on how I chose to develop pupils Welsh language. I learnt that the use of incidental Welsh was very influential upon the learners and having thought about it, is probably the most important influence. This is because the learners’ were able to hear and begin to understand simple question patterns and answers in context. This has been confirmed after reading a document Estyn (2013) produced, stating that an approach other than the teacher speaking incidental Welsh has little effect on the learners’ progress in learning. Before beginning placement, I was unable to achieve A1 entry level of the Welsh Language Competency Framework, however, I believe that the observation and trialling of techniques my class mentor uses to develop pupil’s language has helped me to begin to achieve A1.

One of the ways in which I have developed learners’ Welsh language literacy skills was by using the scheme Tric a Chlic’, as seen in the film evidence. I observed my class mentor use the scheme regularly during my observation week and first week of teaching. I felt that the scheme was effective as it works to teach different Welsh phonemes, thus, allowing pupils to decode and blend words, as they do with English sounds. The pupils have a set of English phonemes which they go through three to four times a week. The pupils use these learnt phonemes when reading as they learn to recognise the grapheme and can then begin to automatically decode a new word and then blend the sounds when reading different texts. Tric a Chlic’ is the same principle, which is why I think it is effective as the pupils are already used to the technique. The pupils then read a book based on their level to practice decoding and blending these sounds. This approach to developing the pupils Welsh can be seen in my video evidence. 
I think my performance as a teacher in developing the learners’ Welsh language literacy skills is satisfactory, when considering that I had little to no Welsh before beginning Welsh lectures. One technique I used, which can be seen in the video, that I think helped in developing the pupils’ language was asking them questions in Welsh. When I delivered my first Tric a Chlic’ lesson, I failed to do this, however, in my second lesson, I made a conscious effort to do so as I believe it is a good way to develop vocabulary, per Estyn’s (2013) statement above. Although the pupils did not reply in full sentences using Welsh, it showed their comprehension of the question. 
Similarly, the video shows the ‘helper heddiws’ activity as an additional way in which I developed pupils Welsh. Nearly every morning, I supported the helpers of the day to ask the class what the day, date, month and weather was. I developed their Welsh as the task improved the ‘helpers’ oracy in Welsh, as well as the pupils on the carpet area’s comprehension of the Welsh language. The class’ performance was generally good every morning and most of the time, they were able to answer the questions straight away. If not, I would develop their Welsh by prompting them with questions and or counting to find the date, for example. I feel that I could have developed the pupils Welsh more in this activity by thinking of an activity to help them learn, for example, colours. I use this as an example because in my first Tric a Chlic’ lesson, it was brought to my attention that the pupils did not have a strong knowledge of the colours in Welsh during a whiteboard activity; to see who could remember the most colours and spell them correctly. Thus, when we carried out the ‘spin the wheel activity’ each morning (as seen in the video evidence), I could have bettered my performance in developing their Welsh by asking what colour the wheel had stopped on.
Another way in which I have developed learners’ Welsh language literacy skills was by using the Welsh reward system already put in place by the class teacher. I reinforced the class teacher’s expectations by ensuring that the pupils asked for things in Welsh, such as, to go to the toilet or for a rubber. This was an effective way to increase the Pupils incidental use of Welsh as the sentence pattern, “ga I…”, can be used as a request for anything if the noun is changed or the verb ‘mynd’ is added. If the pupils were to make a request using this sentence pattern correctly, they were allowed to add a tick by their name on the class list of pupils. If the pupils earned three ticks in one week, they were rewarded with a sticker to go on their sticker chart. Once their sticker chart is full, they are rewarded with a small prize such as a bouncy ball or a yoyo. My enforcing of the reward system effectively developed the learners’ Welsh language because I would prompt them to use Welsh the next time in order to earn a tick.
Nonetheless, my performance in developing learners’ Welsh could be significantly developed with more practice of using the language in a school setting. I believe this would be beneficial as a target I received off my class mentor was to develop my everyday incidental welsh to use consistently throughout the day. Thus, being in school, I am able to pick up on the type of language that is used, however, I must remember that this could differ within different schools. In addition to this, I think my performance in developing learners’ Welsh developed in itself because in my first Tric a Chlic’ lesson, I did not plan to use Welsh questions. All my questions were in English, whereas, in my second lesson, I planned questions in Welsh independently and without being prompted and remembered to use them. However, after my joint observation, one of the targets I received off my network lead and class mentor was to ensure I use Welsh phrases in my teaching, as I am planning for it. As evidenced in the video, I used the questions in Welsh that I had planned for without prompting. However, I think that this was due to being conscious of the fact that it was a Welsh lesson. Whereas, during my observation, I did not think to use my planned questions as it was a maths lesson. Again, I think this is something that will develop through practice and observation of teachers.

Overall, I made development in developing the leaners’ Welsh through the PTE and this can be seen within the two Tric a Chlic’ lessons, which were delivered just a week apart. In my first lesson, I asked no questions in Welsh, thus, missing an opportunity to further the pupils learning of Welsh, but managed to do so in my second lesson. I have also increased my familiarity with the welsh phonemes and gained confidence in reading these through teaching the ‘Tric a Chlic’ scheme. Thus, I think I have achieved A1 of the Welsh Language Competency Framework. However, there are still significant developments that need to be made in my own Welsh language before being able to develop learners’ Welsh to a high standard. I believe that my biggest barrier to doing so, is confidence in my oracy of Welsh. Thus, I will continue to practice on future placements as well as in other settings.
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