The topic of my essay was the boundaries that museums cross with museum displays, using the Benin bronzes as an example. The title was: Exploring the ethical and moral boundaries of museum displays: A case study of the Benin Bronzes.

The strategies I used to plan and write the essay were to write a rough essay plan, detailing the template I will follow, and then add details to the plan, to create an overly written essay plan that includes everything I am going to write, like it is an essay, but in note form. This was especially useful to me, because at the end, by the time I had to write the essay, I only had to restructure my wording, rewrite my introduction and conclusion, not a complete rewrite of everything. It was an effective technique to do this (write the essay) in stages. There may be a better strategy that would be more useful for me in writing essays, but that is the one I used, and it has worked so far. This may adapt over time to become the most effective technique for me. But right now, it is sufficient.

The strengths and weaknesses of this strategy were that, with the detailed essay plan, it became easier to write the essay. It was, however, inefficient, as I had to go back and proofread the whole essay multiple times during this process. I wrote too many words and I had to cut out some of the points I needed for the argument, because I was over the word count.


I will use the technique of starting out with a rough essay plan and developing it into more detail until I have enough for a complete essay and then just changing my wording in my next block, writing my next essay. It worked well this time, so I will use it again. While drafting the essay, I might add slight changes to the technique, and alter it slightly, so it is more efficient – same technique, more evolved. I expect this to happen many times over my foundation year, into my first year, so that eventually I will have a solid strategy that is extremely effective, efficient, and easy for me to write essays.

