Figure TV: Eber. J, 2023, Western View of the Villa ®ei Papiri, ..

Figure TIT: Reconstruction of the Villa ®ei Papiri

Oespite the discovery of the Villa in the mid t8th century, the lack of knowledge meant the

o Weber’s excavations carried out in the eighteenth century gained criticisms even at the time, o v vr o scrolls which had long since carbonised went unidentified. Though there was of course
..a.*' = decrying that the excavations were carried out poorly and much would be destroyed. We destruction of both the complex and the scrolls during the earthquake there was further
e Crflnow t.hls dto be true though to what extent 1s r.lot discernible due to t.lme and destruction. Construction of the Villa ®ei PaPlrl n%rr.led after thc‘hbrary fo?nd in the villa — was dated to the early first _century BCE, destruction upon the dlSCOVCry of the villa as they et ita ] il Bl o T §;§?§§$;31§§‘g§ e g
B oy tomanualy ey gained access to the ComPICX through vertical access shafts, moving through each room corroborated by frescoes recorded in the original excavations, described as second style and dated to around 50-40bce and the broken due to the fragility T sure five when there was an attempt o manually
Y as they came to it with materials that were not considered valuable moved to the room behind original construction (Capasso. M & Zarmakoupi. M, 2016, p. 91). open a scroll in 1860).
rather than up to the surtace (Ox.ac.uk, 2025b; Arnold. ® & Zarmakoupi. M, 2076, p. 148- When one broke — on the r9th October r752) and it was discovered to hold texts inside

The villa 1s located in “Herculaneum, modern—day Ercolano, Napoli, Campania found between the modern roads Via Rome and

149). . = . S - - N - -
Via Mare. Sitting on the western foot of Mount Vesuvius, southeast of Napoli (Britannica Editors, 1998). attempts to open them were made which destroyed much of it. Over the years further attempts
. . o . . As such it was destroyed or buried in the 79 ce eruption of Mount Vesuvius and remained buried until the 738 discovery of to read the scrolls destroyed them as they were read and little was able to be deciphered modern
As the name suggests, The Villa of the Papyri, one of the most significant elements of this complex is After thCSC CXC&V&tiOHS Cnded thC COmPICX Was left fOI' around 240 years. ’Planning and . : . % . . : ) sl . . . . .
the ‘library’ found within its walls. The Complex itself is both impressive and beautiful, standing -y “]‘ICI’CUI&HCUH] by Klng of N&PICS. Tt wasn’t until farmer were dlggll’lg for a well in the T750 S that the Villa ®ei1 Paplrl itself was lmaglng hOWCVCr haS bCCn able to read thCSC SCfOllS Wlthout OPCnlng them glVlIlg us ClOSCr
datl hree fl hat have been found though onl fth lum 1 1 1 1 1 -di 1 ] . : . . . . . . .

across 200 metres fan at_east‘t)rec oors that _a.ve cen found thoug on‘ypa‘rto t e atrlu‘m. is excavations for the site were taken back as early as 1977, with the aim to re-discover the villa discovered after the mosaic floor of the Belvedere was unearthed (Ox,ac,uk, 20253; Arnold. ® & Zg,rmakoupl. M, 20716). lnSIght into the information inscribed (OX.aC.Uk, 2023, OX-aC-Uk, 2025b)-
unearthed but the library — as it’s referred to as — is one of the largest, classical libraries remaining

ol PR R il /o Bhllcae mospl gl ek roolserelis complex, it is't until the 980 that this s realised with investigations and explorations of the According to Weber most of the scrolls were discovered in the Northeastern corner of the Villa,

d though destroyed duri tions, not just th tion (Ox.ac.uk, ). . . . . . . . E ! ) ,
recovered Iiotgn many Wefe estioyed GUTig excaValions, not JUst e eruption Txacuk, sossa villa to get a 1dea of how to go about the excavations. Later excavations took place between Archaeological techniques of the r8th century lacked focus on conservation and prioritised discovery of *treasure’, much of however some scrolls were found on the floors as thoush victims of the erubtion tried to take
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