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I began this module with the character Antipater, who was at this time the regent of Macedon (Hornblower et al, 2012), with control over Macedonia and Philippi. Beginning in 323 BC just before the news of Alexander’s death reached Macedon. Before Alexander the Great passed away, he gave the order for Krateros to replace Antipater as regent of Macedon (Badian, 2006). Krateros decided to go through with the original orders and marched into Pella with his force of 11,500 men. I did not want to give up my position as regent of Macedon so I conducted negotiations with Krateros, to which we came to an agreement that I should continue to rule Macedonia as I was before, however, Krateros would take charge of the military side of it until my death, to which I named him my successor to the regency of Macedon rather than Polyprchon or Cassander. This alliance with Krateros was solidified with a marriage between Krateros and my eldest daughter Phila (Badian, 2006).
Nearchos sent word that he is willing to offer us his aid with his fleet of 4000 ships in return for controlling Thrace for us after we successfully take it with the aid of his fleet. We sent out an army with Krateros leading the march into Thrace with the aim of conquering them. With very little resistance word came back that Thrace was successfully conquered by our forces with minimal loss to our forces as we only lost a mere 1% of our forces. Nearchos turned up to Thrace late, after we already conquered them without his aid, therefore as he did not hold up his end of the bargain we did not give him Thrace to control, however, we did allow him to stay there in return for his aid in future endeavours. After the successful conquering of Thrace, Krateros took up control of the nation and occupied it with his force of 11,500 men, whilst I sent orders for the 6000 men that I had sent with Krateros to take Thrace to march back to Macedon and re-join the rest of my army.
In 322 BC we went in with an aim of unifying our land under one banner and one leader as a Hellenic republic. I gave orders for Nearchos to take some of his ships to scout out Sicily. We received an envoy with a wedding invitation from Meleagros, to which in return as we were not willing to trust his intentions but did not want to appear as rude we sent Perdikkas to attend the wedding along with Arrhidaios as a sign of good will. In our newly formed republic I took up the position as both leader as well as the head of diplomacy. We received word from the happenings at Meleagros’ wedding, where they decided to keep Arrhidaios imprisoned as a prisoner of war as they were afraid of him potentially being declared king due to his relation to Alexander the Great.
During the year of 322 BC I went on a trade deal to the Bosporan kingdom as the head of diplomacy for our new republic; the negations went according to plan and we were able to trade our timber from Macedon (Von Mangoldt, 2006) for the grain of which they have a surplus of (Chaniotis et al, 2011). During this year there was a revolt in Greece and due to this we ended up losing 10% of the population in order to put down the revolt. As we only possessed one side of the Hellespont we were afraid that Eumenes who possessed the other side would aim to not let any trade through to us, so in order to fix this we sent out an envoy to him to request that he will let our trade through his side of the Hellespont, to which he agreed for the one time only payment of 1000 talents providing that we did not cross the Hellespont ourselves. Due to the unifying of our kingdom we were afraid that the Macedonians and the Greeks would not take kindly to a capital being outside of their country, so we decided to place our new capital as well as our treasury in Delphi as that was a sacred location for both the Macedonians and the Greeks (Philip’s, 2014).
In the year 321 BC Perdikkas returned to Macedon from Meleagros’ wedding, however, he made a deal with Meleagros that he would attempt to arrest the Macedonian court and bring us back with him to Babylon. Once he returned and tried to arrest us our troops were steadfast in their loyalty to us and would not aid him in our arrest; seeing this Perdikkas decided to take his own life before we could execute him. It was during this year that my character Antipater passed away due to old age (Badian, 2006). This meant that my position as regent of Macedon was passed on to my successor Krateros. I later came back as a Macedonian general named Argaeus. Krateros married Alexander’s sister Cleopatra and is expecting a child who would be of a royal bloodline as they would be related to the late Alexander the Great. It was also in this year that Krateros declared himself king.
We received an envoy from Antigonos with an offer of an alliance in order to lead an attack on Eumenes from the west as he attacked him from behind. We were unsure of Antigonos’ trustworthiness and were wary of this offer, however, we agreed to this alliance as in the event that he were to cross us we still had a way back to Macedon. We then marched our troops into Bithynia across the Hellespont. Our troops met Eumenes’ were a battle ensued, with us coming out as the victors. It was after this conflict that we found out that Antigonos turned on us and made an alliance with Eumenes and tried to chase us down as we were attempting to flee back to Macedon. Once we reached our ships at the Hellespont we discovered that Nearchos went behind our backs and made a deal with Antigonos and Eumenes to not let us cross back into Thrace. We spoke to the generals in Nearchos’ fleet and won their favour and they pledged their loyalty to us as Nearchos had not paid them for over two years which we were offering to do. We quickly assassinated Nearchos and took to his ships to cross the Hellespont to safety (Scott, 1927pp. 129).
In the year 320 BC our troops arrived safely back in Macedon. With our new fleet of 3500 we were unable to pay for all of them so we quickly sold 3000 of them to Syracuse. Antigonos bribed Athens to revolt which we had to send troops to in order to quickly quell the situation. We soon heard news that Antigonos and Eumenes with their combined forces had crossed the Hellespont and were marching to attack us, to which we swiftly replied by sending our army to meet them halfway of a battleground of our choosing. Whilst our army was in position and set for war we received news that Ptolemy had sent 10,000 men to land in Athens, however, due to our current situation we were unable to send a force to combat them. It was clear, however, that Ptolemy had sent these men in only to pillage and distract us. During the Battle we wounded both Antigonos and Eumenes who both soon after died from their injuries, with their troops disbanding and many of them joining our army (Catling, H. 2012).
In the year 319 BC after the battle with Antigonos and Eumenes was won we made plans to begin our march into Asia Minor to take the territories they previously owned. We then received news of revolt in northern Macedon, which we quickly sent 8,000 men to suppress it. We managed to make a trade deal with Syracuse where we were to receive grain in return for timber from Macedon (Semple, 1921, pp. 47-74). We began our march into Asia Minor and began taking every city on our way through until we discovered that Ptolemy had sent his force of 70,000 men to attack us in Asia Minor. Seeing that this battle was not one we could win we began retreating back to the Hellespont whilst razing to the ground every city we passed. Unfortunately Ptolemy’s fleet had arrived at the Hellespont before we could arrive to travel back across the Hellespont to safety where two naval battles ensued with Ptolemy coming out the victor and our fleet abandoning us in Asia Minor. As we were unable to cross the Hellespont we were trapped in Asia Minor and had no option but to fight Ptolemy’s force. Before we began our march towards Ptolemy Krateros named me his interim successor until his son comes of age and ordered me to sneak back across the Hellespont and travel back to Macedon to take over from him as regent of Macedon (Bosworth, A. 2012). After the battle was fought and lost Seleukas and Ptolemy accepted negotians with us which result in the survival of Macedon, however we were to swear loyalty to Ptolemy. We accepted the deal and Krateros was taken back to Egypt with Ptolemy.
In the year 318 BC Krateros was still in Egypt with Ptolemy which left me to carry on ruling over Macedonia in his absence. Due to seeing their leader defeated and swear loyalty to another man the Macedonians were not eager to carry on following Krateros and therefore their allegiances fell with me (Catling, H. 2012). I successfully convinced the Macedonians to remain following Krateros thus the rule of Macedon was passed back over to Krateros once he returns from Egypt. Whilst still in Macedon I received an envoy from Antigonos’ son Demetetrius, who had sent a gift of wine and a proposition of a treaty between us; I accepted their gift and accepted their peace treaty and sent word to Ptolemy to inform him of this new treaty between our people (Roberts, J. 2007). Ptolemy sent message to me that I was to lower tax in Macedon (Jones, A. Hornblower, S. 2012).
In the year 317 BC Krateros arrived back in Macedon after staying in Egypt with Ptolemy for a year. Krateros resumed his position in Macedon as regent as I was sent to Egypt to reside in Ptolemy’s palace until he can trust me (Isayev, E. 2017, pp.75-98).
In the year 316 BC I was still living in Ptolemy’s palace with him in his custody, unable to leave the palace until Ptolemy decides that it is ok for me to do so. Whilst still locked away I sent a message to Krateros in Macedon and urged him to send a gift to Leonnatus as a sign of good will as it appeared that he was getting too powerful. The gift was of a donkey eating figs and drinking wine which amused Leonnatus so much so that he ended up laughing himself to death at the sight of this gift (Diogenes Laertius, Lives of Eminent Philosophers, book 7, chapter 7).
In the year 315 BC I am still living inside Ptolemy’s palace with what seems to be no end in sight. In the time I have spent locked inside Ptolemy’s palace with him I have acquainted myself with the entire floorplan of the palace as well as Ptolemy’s daily routine. With this information made a plan to assassinate Ptolemy from within his own palace walls; for this I had collected a number of knives and managed to poison his food and wine. As I am aware that Ptolemy usually had food tasters to make sure that he would not be poisoned I positioned myself to launch a barrage of knives at him in case the poison did not kill him. The assassination attempt was a success and Ptolemy was killed, however, I was captured and killed immediately for killing their king (Scott, 1927pp. 129). After my death after assassinating Ptolemy, I was resurrected as Agathocles, the king of Syracuse. As Agathocles Krateros came to Syracuse looking for aid and shelter, which I granted him, as without the ships that Krateros sold to Syracuse, they would have never won the war. Krateros was then married to my daughter Lanassa, so there could be an alliance through marriage between us (Sherwin-White, S. 2003). After his marriage to my daughter I named Krateros the new military leader of Syracuse due to his impeccable experience in the past.
In the year 314 BC, along with Krateros I led an invasion of Italy, taking with us 15,000 infantry and 1,500 cavalry and began marching on every city that we came across with only one city refusing to bow down to us, and we ended up having to siege Heraclea until we took the city and burned it to the ground, killing everyone inside to send a message to the rest of Italy (Quintus Curtius Rufus. History of Alexander the Great of Macedonia. 4.4.10-21). We then carried on with our march further north into Italy until we had taken control of the entirety of Italy, even having defeated the Romans and taken control of their forces.
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