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	Essay writing:

· First thing – WORD COUNT! Don’t try and cram everything you know about a subject into one piece of work, look at the word count and the question and identify what the most relevant information is in the space you have been given.
· When breaking down your question, consider these questions: What is the focus/the subject? What do they want you to do with it? 
· Most of the time, your essay question IS your introduction! Once you have broken it down and have identified the learning objective from that question, that’s the framework of your introduction ready for you!
· A conclusion can be checked with these questions: so what? Who cares? What’s next? - So what have you found? Who/what does it impact? And where could the research go from here? 

                Relfective Essay Writing:

· It is often referred to as reflective practice - that’s the key, PRACTICE!
· It’s not just about ‘what's happened’, it’s about what’s happened in a professional context, applying knowledge and research to help you understand the content more and coming up with something positive you can take forward and do better the next time.
· The idea of reflexivity comes into this, how did you handle the task? Not just considering what went well or wrong and how you put it right but considering why.
· Part of the process is a natural swerve towards the negative parts of the task or process, but these are things to take forward and improve as a part of your learning journey.
· You need to remember to unpack what went well and do that again!
 
Referencing:

· Keep a record of everything and keep it organised! If you are going to read something, you should only be reading it once. Write down the page number and the source how you would be referencing it, so you have it from the get-go! 
· When you download PDF’s etc, save it under a sensible name so you can find it again!
· Alphabetize your references!
· Once you commit to a recording style that suits you, it really works!
· Make use of addons like RefWorks, it can speed up your referencing and keep a proper record of everything you have read to build a better bibliography.
 

