
Ways of Thinking

Common Feedback
&

Ways Forward



Did	you	read	the	requirements?	

Did	you	do	
what	was	
required?	



PRESENTATION



Student Name:
Student Number:
Programme of Study:
Module: ADAD4009
Ways of Thinking

Tasks in the order I received them:
Task One: Reflexive Thinking (Scott’s task) = 501 words
Task Two: Semiotic Analysis (Ryan’s task) = 519 words
Task Three: Manifesto (Julia’s task)= 481 words



PRESENTATION

Analysing a student 
example



PRESENTATION

Did you write clearly and 
consistently and lead your reader 
through the text? 
Context = what & where

This picture is…..
It is at ……

to an outline of Semiotics 

What is denoted ….

*Note ‘denoted’ should be 
referenced



PRESENTATION

Did you write in paragraphs? 

Clear references 

Leading to a conclusion

‘signifiers’ ‘signified’ ‘myths’

UWTSD Referencing 
= (1987, p. 359-371) 

(different last year)



PRESENTATION

Figures: 
Did you consider where you would 
positions your images? 

Did you write about the images in 
your main text?

Did you use Figures and create a list 
at the end? 

*Note Figure & Title should be 
situated  beneath the image

The	title	of	the	portrait	suggests…..



PRESENTATION

After going through the 
beginning of the text, what 

do you notice in the 
following section? How 
could it be improved? 

Linking…

Linking…

Linking…

+	comment…



PRESENTATION

Paragraphing:

• Introduce the main idea in the introductory sentence 

which presents the topic of the paragraph;

• Explain the idea in more detail and develop the topic; 

use supporting evidence or examples to support the 

idea.

• Present supporting evidence, references or examples 

to give evidence for your idea; this may be a quotation, 

an expert’s opinion, some data or a study;

• Conclude the main idea; it is a good idea to link it to 

the essay title or to the next paragraph.

x

Paragraphing is like a 
dialogue between you: 
the writer and an 
intelligent other who 
you wish to explain your 
ideas to: the reader: 



Writer: This	is	my	idea… Introduce
Reader: I	see.	Can	you	tell	me	more?

Writer: Let	me	explain… Explain
Reader: I	understand.	What	evidence	is	this	idea	based	on?

Writer: Here’s	the	evidence:	this	study	shows	that… Present	evidence

Reader: Okay.	So	what	have	we	learnt	from	this?

Writer: We	can	therefore	say	that… Conclude



PRESENTATION

Paragraphing:

When you present 
supporting evidence, its 
like you bring in multiple, 
specialist voices to 
discuss, critique and 
prove your points. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sXJ8tKRlW3E



REFERENCING & BIBLIOGRAPHY





REFERENCING & BIBLIOGRAPHY

Analysing a student example



REFERENCING & BIBLIOGRAPHY



REFERENCING & BIBLIOGRAPHY



PERSONAL REFELECTION WITHOUT
SUBSTANTIATION



A.	The	basic	semiotic	model	for	communication	makes	distinctions	between	the	‘denoted’,	or	
literal	reading	of	a	sign,	and	the	‘connoted’,	its	implied	meaning.		Roland	Barthes	introduces	the	
concept	of	Photographic	Paradox,	which	breaks	the	photographic	image	into	two,	on	one	side,	
the	objective,	on	the	other	the	symbolic.	Beyond	this	basic	level	of	the	‘denoted’	and	
‘connoted’,	lie	further	signifying	chains.	I	will	use	these	to	talk	about	a	recent	Tesco	advertising	
campaign.	

B.	In	Roland	Barthes	seminal	publication,	Image,	Music,	Text	(1977),	Barthes	proposes	to	set	out	
a	basic	semiotic	model	for	communication.		Following	on	from	the	founders	of	semiotics,	
Barthes	makes	distinctions	between	the	‘denoted’,	or	literal	reading	of	a	sign,	and	the	
‘connoted’,	its	implied	meaning.		He	introduces	the	concept	of	Photographic	Paradox,	which	
‘breaks	the	photographic	image	into	two’	(1977,	p.88),	on	one	side,	the	objective,	on	the	other	
the	symbolic.	Beyond	this	basic	level	of	the	‘denoted’	and	‘connoted’,	lie	further	signifying	
chains.	In	order	to	discuss	these	further	signifying	chains,	I	will	introduce	a	recent	Tesco	
advertising	campaign.	

Compare the following texts: -





INCLUDE IMAGES



WRITE ABOUT 
YOUR IMAGES



Judith	Williamson
Decoding	Advertisements:	
Ideology	and	Meaning	in	
Advertising	(2010)



WRITE ABOUT 
YOUR IMAGES
(student example)





What	do	you	think	about	this	example?



DO SOMETHING INTERESTING 
AND IMAGINATIVE 

WITH THE BRIEF!



Manifesto	
statements
(Sample)		



Manifesto	
statements
(Student)		



Reflexive	Thinking

• Some	students	did	not	include	the	creative	
practice	required	by	the	brief,	or	it	did	not	format	
properly	so	the	marker	could	see	it.
• Some	students	did	not	attempt	to	articulate	
how	their	practice	informed	their	thinking.
• Some	students	did	not	use	scholarly	research	
to	substantiate	their	views.



0 – 39% (Fail)

• Did not answer the question
• The task was incomplete/ didn’t meet the word count

• Presentation was poor - not double line spaced, 
referenced or with a bibliography

• Research was poor (or non existent)
• Tone of the text was far too descriptive
• Generalisations without substantiation 



40 – 49% (3rd)

• Did not answer the question / deviation from the central 
topic.

• The task was incomplete/ didn’t meet the word count
• Presentation was poor - not double line spaced, 

referenced or with a bibliography
• Research was poor – overdependence on one or two 

sources – overdependence on web sources
• Tone of the text was too descriptive

• Generalisations without substantiation 



50 – 59% (2:2)

• Deviation from the central topic. 
• Presentation was poor - not double line spaced, 

referencing and bibliography incorrect.
• Research was adequate, but could be better integrated 

into your chosen topic. 
• Tone of the text was too descriptive
• Overdependence on online sources



60 – 69% (2:1)

• Presentation had minor omissions 
• Research was very good, but could be better integrated 

into your chosen topic. 
• Tone of the text was descriptive and could be more 

academic in tone.
• Further reading around the subject would help move 

your arguments on.
• Overall, a very good assignment 



70 – 100% (1st)

• Presentation was excellent
• Research was excellent.

• Using both online and printed publications. 
• Tone of the text was academic and research was fully 

integrated into the text. 
• Personal views offered with evidence of research to back 

up points.
• Overall, an excellent assignment 



Next time…

How will you organise yourself 
to improve?



Emily is giving a research talk 
(if anyone missed it last semester) 

in LT1 from 12-1pm today. 


