· What insights might the chosen extract(s) offer regarding the different approaches towards African American civil rights in the post-Reconstruction era?

Booker T Washington was an American Educator and was from the last generation of enslaved black Americans and often spoke for the former slaves of the past. He rose to national fame after his Atlanta Compromise speech which advocated for the progression of black Americans by education and entrepreneurship, often stating that black Americans should work from the bottom and earn their way to the top to gain respect from their peers. This was unusual at the time as many black leaders at this time would directly advocate against the Jim Crow laws and the lack of black voters in the south, due to loopholes from southern governments like the grandfather clause, and this in turn would provide a few critics of Washington in the near future, an example we will look in-depth at will be W.E.B. DuBois.

Booker T Washington’s Atlanta Compromise speech (1895) was a landmark moment for the cooperation of both black and white Americans. The main point of the Atlanta Compromise was the accommodation of the Jim Crow laws in America whilst attempting to ease the tensions between black and white Americans by stating how, contextually speaking, black Americans should obtain social responsibility and would need to start from the bottom and work their way to the top to earn their place amongst society. This would be the beginning of the idea that black people should earn the respect of the white population in order to participate in activities in the south, for example voting. Washington would state “I pledge that in your effort to work out the great and intricate problem which God has laid at the doors of the South you shall have at all times the patient, sympathetic help of my race;”[footnoteRef:1] This was just one quotation from the Atlanta Compromise and immediately we can see how Washington approaches Civil Rights in an cooperative way in front of an esteemed audience of both black and white people alike. Washington differed from his peers by offering accommodation to the Jim Crow laws rather than full resistance against segregation as many other civil rights leaders did. W.E.B. DuBois, another well respected figure in civil rights history, would be one activist who would attack Washington and his Atlanta Compromise speech for its supportiveness of submission and accommodation rather than advocating for full civil rights in his thoughts. DuBois would openly state in his book ‘The Souls of Black Folk (1903) how “Mr. Washington represents in Negro thought the old attitude of adjustment and submission;”[footnoteRef:2] and this would have been a big accusation at the time considering their history as a culture. Washington’s speech has now been openly attacked by another highly regarded black civil rights activist for being, in its very wording, a compromise rather than advocating for full civil rights that should belong to them after the 13th amendment. DuBois would carry on to state “Mr. Washington’s programme practically accepts the alleged inferiority of the Negro race.”[footnoteRef:3] The difference between Washington and DuBois was apparent for all to see. DuBois simply felt that Washington was accepting the segregation of America by offering to accommodate the southern demand so freely. This to DuBois was unthinkable and was like betrayal of the history of slavery and the abolition of its institution their people fought for centuries. [1:  Booker T Washington, ‘Booker T. Washington's Atlanta Exposition Speech’, < https://iowaculture.gov/sites/default/files/history-education-pss-areconstruction-atlanta-transcription.pdf >, [Accessed 7th December 2021]
]  [2:  Du Bois, W. E. B. (William Edward Burghardt), and Brent Hayes. Edwards, The Souls of Black Folk (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2007) , Chapter 3
]  [3:  Du Bois, W. E. B. , Chapter 3] 


Another point made by Washington during the Atlanta Compromise was how African Americans of the south were needed to achieve the greatest success in society and industrialisation as they maintained a large proportion of the population. “Cast down your bucket where you are”[footnoteRef:4] he would tell the esteemed members before him signifying how the black Americans of the south should work for their equality and earn the trust of their peers. Washington would eloquently spoke on how “One third of the population of the South is of the Negro race. No enterprise seeking the material, civil, or moral welfare of this section can disregard this element of our population and reach the highest success.”[footnoteRef:5] Washington was adamant that because the population in southern America held a large population of black Americans then the south needed their manpower and cooperation thus black Americans needed education and opportunity to be able to move forward with the industrialisation of the south. Because of this fact Washington believed this was a way to mend bridges between the two races and move towards a better and more inclusive future for every American citizen. Many scholars still debate the effectiveness of his educational ideals but are also quick to point out that to understand the meaning of his text historically you must understand the historical context behind it. This was currently a time where African Americans were struggling to transition from enslavement and to a point of economic prosperity within their community. [4:  Booker T Washington, ‘Booker T. Washington's Atlanta Exposition Speech’, < https://iowaculture.gov/sites/default/files/history-education-pss-areconstruction-atlanta-transcription.pdf >, [Accessed 10th December 2021]]  [5:  Booker T Washington, ‘Booker T. Washington's Atlanta Exposition Speech’, < https://iowaculture.gov/sites/default/files/history-education-pss-areconstruction-atlanta-transcription.pdf >, [Accessed 10th December 2021]] 


In conclusion Booker T. Washington’s approach to the civil rights movement in the pre-reconstruction era is to accommodate the current Jim Crow laws and push African Americans to earn their equality and place in society by working from the bottom and rise to the top to achieve success. This ideology of course had its critics with the likes of W.E.B. DuBois openly speaking out against the blatant submission to the white laws imposed on black society in his mind. It is certain to say however that Washington’s approach to civil rights during this era is widely debated throughout history but is also a clear landmark in the fight for civil rights with the use of hindsight of the full Civil Rights Movement.
