How effective have the Metropolitan Community Church been in advocating for LGBTQ+ rights in the Philippines?

A brief history of the MCC and the Philippines 
[bookmark: _Int_ljo0uKr2][bookmark: _Int_xDO20FQf]The Metropolitan Community Churches (MCC) are an international Christian group that were founded in the USA in 1968 by Rev. Troy Perry. The MCC was established to be a denomination which has a positive message for LGBTQ+ people. The first service of the MCC was held in Rev. Troy Perry’s house specifically in his living room, in Huntington Park, California on the  6th October 1968.[footnoteRef:15511] As word spread about the MCC, a LGBTQ+ affirming church, people from different countries reached out to Troy Perry to express their interest in starting their own LGBTQ+ affirming churches. The MCC held its first general conference in 1970 in Los Angeles, which brought together representees from various congregations, officially making the MCC international.[footnoteRef:11153] The MCC first came to the Philippines in 1991, when a group of gay men wrote to the MCC, asking how they could start their own MCC congregation. Father Richard Mickley, previously working as a MCC pastor in New Zealand, responded to the request from the group of gay men and flew to the Philippines to help organise them. With Father Mickley’s help, the first MCC congregation in the Philippines was established, and it became known as MCC Manila.[footnoteRef:9909] [15511:  Metropolitan Community Churches&nbsp, MCC History, https://insidemcc.org/about-mcc/mcc-history/ edn, 2024 vols (2024a) <https://insidemcc.org/about-mcc/mcc-history/> [accessed 20th October 2024]
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LGBTQ+ rights in the Philippines 

[bookmark: _Int_GItnd1Bm]The Philippines have made some progress for LGBTQ+ rights, and social acceptance is relatively good,[footnoteRef:4947] but there is a serious lack of laws that protect LGBTQ+ people, and many in the LGBTQ+ community still face discrimination within schools, the workplace, and healthcare in the Philippines.[footnoteRef:14116] [4947:  Guzman, Chad, Southeast Asia’s Most Gay-Friendly Country Still Has No Law Against LGBT Discrimination, https://time.com/6290762/philippines-pride-lgbt-discrimination-sogie-equality-bill/?form=MG0AV3 edn, 2024 vols (2023) <https://time.com/6290762/philippines-pride-lgbt-discrimination-sogie-equality-bill/?form=MG0AV3> [accessed 24th November 2024]
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Article III of the Philippines’ Bill of Human Rights states that people should be protected on the basis of sex, political beliefs, religion, etc[footnoteRef:1761]; however, there are no national laws that protect lesbians, gays, bisexuals, transgender, queer or intersex people.[footnoteRef:10941] Although there are no national laws to protect people from discrimination based on their sexual orientation and gender identity, there are in some cities in the Philippines local Sexual Orientation and Gender Identity (SOGIE) ordinances that do protect people based on these characteristics.[footnoteRef:9221] The objectives of local city SOGIE ordinances are to prohibit discrimination in employment, education, housing, public accommodation, and healthcare.[footnoteRef:2906] [1761:  The Republic of the Philippines, The Republic of the Philippines, Congress of the Philippines, Fifteenth Congress,  Second Regular Session , https://lawphil.net/statutes/repacts/ra2012/ra_10158_2012.html?form=MG0AV3 edn, 2024 vols (2012) <https://lawphil.net/statutes/repacts/ra2012/ra_10158_2012.html?form=MG0AV3> [accessed 23rd October 2024]
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In response to there being no national law to protect people from discrimination based on their sexual orientation and gender identity, there is a call for the government of the Philippines to propose a national SOGIE Bill[footnoteRef:12436], which seeks equality in four areas: prohibition of discrimination towards LGBTQ+ individuals in employment, education, healthcare, and access to public services.[footnoteRef:28956] The MCC has been involved in advocating for the SOGIE equality bill, and their methods will be explored later in this case study. [12436:  Progressive Organization of Gays in the Philippines, A Report ON Violations OF Human Rights Based ON
Sexual Orientation AND Gender Identity
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The MCC and the first pride march in the Philippines 

The first LGBTQ+ pride march in Asia happened in 1994 in Quezon City, Metro Manila, Philippines, the march had fifty participants.[footnoteRef:2284] This event was jointly co-ordinated by the MCC and Progressive Organisation of Gays (PROGAY) in the Philippines,[footnoteRef:21650] which is a civil organisation working on documenting human rights violations based on sexual orientation and gender identity.[footnoteRef:31278] During this time, the leader of the MCC Manila was Pastor Richard Mickley.[footnoteRef:16808]While living in Detroit, Michigan, USA, Pastor Mickley accepted himself as gay, and joined the Gay Liberation Front; then in 1970 he became a member of a group of pastors leading worship services for the MCC.[footnoteRef:13814] In 1988 Pastor Mickley was called to the struggling MMC Auckland in New Zeeland, which after a few years he helped improved.[footnoteRef:16693] In 1991 Pastor Mickley got a call from people in another country to help set up a MCC congregation there; this country was the Philippines.[footnoteRef:139] One reason why Father Mickley was important in the Philippines LGBTQ+ rights movement was that he brought the first LGBTQ+ affirming church to the country and according to himself the first openly LGBTQ+ organisation in the country.[footnoteRef:15441] Another reason Father Mickley was important was that after he retired from the MCC he established the Order of St. Aelred (O.S.Ae).[footnoteRef:16805] The O.S.Ae is a LGBTQ+ affirming religious order that ordains men and women to the priesthood.[footnoteRef:5276] Also, at the time of the pride march the leader of the PROGAY organisation was Oscar Atadero.[footnoteRef:11913] According to Pastor Mickley, Atadero was an important figure in the Philippines’ LGBTQ+ rights movement, as at the pride march Atadero is give a powerful manifesto about LGBTQ+ rights, before the march started.[footnoteRef:27317]  [2284:  OUTRAGE, Living History: Phl Makes History with First Pride March in 1994, https://outragemag.com/living-history-phl-makes-history-with-first-pride-march-in-1994/?form=MG0AV3 edn, 2024 vols (2018) <https://outragemag.com/living-history-phl-makes-history-with-first-pride-march-in-1994/?form=MG0AV3> [accessed 23rd October 2024]
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The impact of the pride march

The Pride March organised by the MCC could be seen as having been effective in raising visibility for LGBTQ+ people and challenging the prevalent stereotypes, as well as raising awareness about issues faced by the LGBTQ+ individuals, such as discrimination and violence. The pride march was effective in empowering LGBTQ+ individuals to come out and openly express their identities.[footnoteRef:5365] Moreover, the pride march has been successful in laying down the foundation for future pride events, such as there now being annual pride marches in the Philippines.[footnoteRef:5039] Peterson, Wahlstrom, and Wennerhag argue,  [5365:  Roque, Chai and Philippine LGBT Chamber Of Commerce, Marching On: The Story of Fr. Richard Mickley, https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Tx3MapCdt8U&t=1s edn, 2024 vols (2019) <https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Tx3MapCdt8U&t=1s> [accessed 23rd November 2024]
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The underlying script for Pride parades is the idea of coming out, that is, the individual and collective processes of publically performing pride – acts of
self-affirmation in which Pride participants declare their presence openly
and without apology to claim their rights of citizenship.[footnoteRef:10379] [10379:  Peterson, Abby, Mattias Wahlstrom and Magnus Wennerhag, Pride Parades and LGBT Movements : Political Participation in an International Comparative Perspective, P.6 (New York: London, 2018)
] 


From this it could be argued that pride marches are a good thing as they a are a chance for LGBTQ+ people to be unapologetically themselves, while claiming their right to citizenship both within their own country and globally

The Dangers of Increased Visibility

This method used by the MCC does bring with it certain risks for LGBTQ+ people, as there is some danger to such visibility tactics. Such visibility tactics mean that many of the LGBTQ+ community are gathered in one place. This would allow people who are opposed to LGBTQ+ rights, such as some individuals within theologically and politically conservative groups, like Iglesia ni Cristo (Church of Christ), Baptists, Evangelicals, and Jehovah’s Witnesses[footnoteRef:17371], to be easily able to harass and assault LGBTQ+ individuals. [17371:  Cornelio, Jayeel and Robbin Dagle, 'Contesting Unfreedom: To be Queer and Christian in the Philippines', The Review of Faith & International Affairs, 20 (2022), 27–39 [accessed 14th November 2024]
] 



While nothing like this happened during the first pride march[footnoteRef:20597], there are some examples of how raising an individual's visibility as being LGBTQ+ and an activist for LGBTQ+ rights can put that individual at risk.  [20597:  OUTRAGE, Living History: Phl Makes History with First Pride March in 1994, https://outragemag.com/living-history-phl-makes-history-with-first-pride-march-in-1994/?form=MG0AV3 edn, 2024 vols (2018) <https://outragemag.com/living-history-phl-makes-history-with-first-pride-march-in-1994/?form=MG0AV3> [accessed 23rd October 2024]
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For example, Irish Incoceto a Filipino LGBTQ+ rights activist[footnoteRef:1589], had two transgender students contacted her via Facebook and LGBTQ+ rights seminars conducted by Incoceto across Iloilo city[footnoteRef:20420], to tell Incoceto that they had both been discriminated against by their school’s principle. Incoceto decided to write to the school’s principle explaining that discrimination based on gender identity is against Iloilo city’s anti-discrimination ordinance that passed in 2018, but this letter was ignored. Eventually Incoceto visited the principle and managed to get the principle to stop discriminating against the two transgender students.[footnoteRef:6965] However, this victory was short-lived, as Incoceto made it into national news, which set into motion a chain of events that forced her to flee from the Philippines. Soon after being in the national news Incoceto started getting red-tagged[footnoteRef:30145] by groups that oppose LGBTQ+ rights, such as Apollo Quiboloy, a leader of the mega-church,[footnoteRef:32581]claiming that Incoceto was a member of the local communist insurgency group and has been using LGBTQ+ issues to recruit students from the Iloilo school. Furthermore, Incoceto saw her face posted across tarpaulins in the city[footnoteRef:11756] and her mother was visited by people claiming to be the police asking her to stop her daughter’s LGBTQ+ activism.[footnoteRef:30671] However, it could be argued that while visibility, whether intentional or unintentional brings with it risks, nothing dangerous happened to the 50 participants in the first pride march in the Philippines,[footnoteRef:26166] so in that sense the way that the pride march was conducted by the MCC and PROGAY Philippines was successful in keeping their participants safe. [1589:  42d, We Can Do Better: Interview With Real Life Hero Irish Inoceto, https://www.42d.org/2020/08/19/engage-empower-create-opportunities-copy/?form=MG0AV3 edn, 2024 vols (2020) <https://www.42d.org/2020/08/19/engage-empower-create-opportunities-copy/?form=MG0AV3> [accessed 19th November 2024]
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Arguments for the SOGIE bill

One argument for the need for a SOGIE equality bill is that there are cases of discrimination that happen in multiple areas of life based on religious grounds. These causes of discrimination can lead to LGBTQ+ people having their physical and mental health harmed, and in severe cases of discrimination LGBTQ+ people could lose their lives.[footnoteRef:19121] However, theologically conservative opponents to LGBTQ+ rights argue that any bill to protect these rights would take away their religious freedoms, as under such bills these religious groups would not be free to express their beliefs about LGBTQ+ people.[footnoteRef:20560] [19121:  Cornelio, Jayeel and Robbin Dagle, 'Contesting Unfreedom: To be Queer and Christian in the Philippines', The Review of Faith & International Affairs, 20 (2022), 27–39 [accessed 14th November 2024]

Tahzib-Lie, Bahia, 'Applying a Gender Perspective in the Area of the Right to Freedom of Religion Or Belief', Brigham Young University Law Review, 2000 (2000), 967 [accessed 14th November 2024]
]  [20560:  Cornelio, Jayeel and Robbin Dagle, 'Contesting Unfreedom: To be Queer and Christian in the Philippines', The Review of Faith & International Affairs, 20 (2022), 27–39 [accessed 14th November 2024]

] 



 In contrast, Jayeel Cornelio and Robbin Dagle make the argument that, 

Too often... states conclude that religious freedom and LGBTQ+ rights tend to be antithetical to one another. As Endsjø puts it a way forward by recognizing that an LGBTQ+ person’s choice not to subscribe to the conservative religious beliefs of the majority is also freedom of religion.[footnoteRef:25107] [25107:  Cornelio, Jayeel and Robbin Dagle, 'Contesting Unfreedom: To be Queer and Christian in the Philippines', The Review of Faith & International Affairs, 20 (2022), 27–39 [accessed 14th November 2024]

] 


[bookmark: _Int_Q9aFsNow]An argument that can be made here is that it is part of an LGBTQ+ person’s religious freedom to choose whether or not they believe their identity is a sin. If they choose to believe that their identity is acceptable in their religion, as many in more theologically liberal religious groups, like the MCC and the Philippine Independent church[footnoteRef:30837] do, then they should be free to do so. Therefore, the SOGIE equality bill is even important to achieve on the grounds of religious freedom. [30837:  Cornelio, Jayeel and Robbin Dagle, 'Contesting Unfreedom: To be Queer and Christian in the Philippines', The Review of Faith & International Affairs, 20 (2022), 27–39 [accessed 14th November 2024]

] 


The MCC’s advocacy work for the SOGIE bill 

The MCC Manila, which is currently led by Reverend Joseph San Jose[footnoteRef:24132] has frequently voiced his support for the SOGIE Bill and emphasises the importance of legal protections for LGBTQ+ people. Reverend Jose has been a member of the MCC snice 2010 and get ordained to the MCC’s priesthood in 2019.[footnoteRef:9254] The MCC states that Reverend Jose, [24132:  Ordination of Rev. Joseph San Jose at Founders MCC, https://opentablemcc.ph/blog/ordination-of-rev-joseph-san-jose-at-founders-mcc/?form=MG0AV3 edn, 2024 vols (2019) <https://opentablemcc.ph/blog/ordination-of-rev-joseph-san-jose-at-founders-mcc/?form=MG0AV3> [accessed 23rd November 2024]]  [9254:  Ordination of Rev. Joseph San Jose at Founders MCC, https://opentablemcc.ph/blog/ordination-of-rev-joseph-san-jose-at-founders-mcc/?form=MG0AV3 edn, 2024 vols (2019) <https://opentablemcc.ph/blog/ordination-of-rev-joseph-san-jose-at-founders-mcc/?form=MG0AV3> [accessed 23rd November 2024]] 


believes in the continuing mission of MCC to proclaim God’s life for all people; create and sustain safe spaces for queer people; and MCC’s participation in the wider work of justice in the world.[footnoteRef:19840] [19840:  Metropolitan Community Churches, Governing Board, https://insidemcc.org/governance/governing-board/?form=MG0AV3 edn, 2024 vols (2024a) <https://insidemcc.org/governance/governing-board/?form=MG0AV3> [accessed 23rd November 2024]
] 


Church leaders in the MCC have participated in public forums, webinars, and discussions to advocate for the Bill.[footnoteRef:11893] The MCC collaborates with other human rights and LGBTQ+ organisations, such as the National Council of Churches in the Philippines and Lesbian and Gay Legislative Advocacy (LAGABLAB) Network Philippines to push for the Bill.[footnoteRef:2871] The National Council of Churches in the Philippines are an ecumenical fellowship of protestant churches in the Philippines.[footnoteRef:18353] LAGABLAB Network is an organisation that advocated for LGBTQ+ rights in the Philippines.[footnoteRef:5976] [11893:  Open Table, MCC, #SulongVAKLASH: HolyEquality – SOGIE Equality Bill & Freedom Of Religion, https://opentablemcc.ph/blog/sulongvaklash-holyequality-sogie-equality-bill-freedom-of-religion/?form=MG0AV3 edn, 2024 vols (2021) <https://opentablemcc.ph/blog/sulongvaklash-holyequality-sogie-equality-bill-freedom-of-religion/?form=MG0AV3> [accessed 24th November 2024]
]  [2871:  Open Table, MCC, #SulongVAKLASH: HolyEquality – SOGIE Equality Bill & Freedom Of Religion, https://opentablemcc.ph/blog/sulongvaklash-holyequality-sogie-equality-bill-freedom-of-religion/?form=MG0AV3 edn, 2024 vols (2021) <https://opentablemcc.ph/blog/sulongvaklash-holyequality-sogie-equality-bill-freedom-of-religion/?form=MG0AV3> [accessed 24th November 2024]

]  [18353:  National Council of Churches in the Philippines, https://nccphilippines.org/ edn, 2024 vols (2023b) <https://nccphilippines.org/> [accessed 5th November 2024]
]  [5976:  Mental Health and Human Rights Info, Lagablab LGBT Network, https://www.hhri.org/organisation/lagablab-lgbt-network/#:~:text=LAGABLAB%20is%20a%20Philippine%20advocacy,empowerment%20(only%20on%20Facebook). edn, 2024 vols (2023) <https://www.hhri.org/organisation/lagablab-lgbt-network/#:~:text=LAGABLAB%20is%20a%20Philippine%20advocacy,empowerment%20(only%20on%20Facebook).> [accessed 5th November 2024]

] 



The MCC organises outreach programs, educational seminars, and community talks to raise awareness about the SOGIE Bill.[footnoteRef:15112] According to the MCC, the webinars, seminars, and community talks they have conducted have been effective in raising awareness about the importance of the SOGIE bill and in moving the public’s opinion towards being more accepting towards LGBTQ+ rights.[footnoteRef:8900] [15112:  Open Table, MCC, #SulongVAKLASH: HolyEquality – SOGIE Equality Bill & Freedom Of Religion, https://opentablemcc.ph/blog/sulongvaklash-holyequality-sogie-equality-bill-freedom-of-religion/?form=MG0AV3 edn, 2024 vols (2021) <https://opentablemcc.ph/blog/sulongvaklash-holyequality-sogie-equality-bill-freedom-of-religion/?form=MG0AV3> [accessed 24th November 2024]


]  [8900:  Open Table, MCC, #SulongVAKLASH: HolyEquality – SOGIE Equality Bill & Freedom Of Religion, https://opentablemcc.ph/blog/sulongvaklash-holyequality-sogie-equality-bill-freedom-of-religion/?form=MG0AV3 edn, 2024 vols (2021) <https://opentablemcc.ph/blog/sulongvaklash-holyequality-sogie-equality-bill-freedom-of-religion/?form=MG0AV3> [accessed 24th November 2024]

Christian Leaders Support SOGIE Equality Bill, https://opentablemcc.ph/blog/christian-leaders-support-sogie-equality-bill/?form=MG0AV3 edn, 2024 vols (2019) <https://opentablemcc.ph/blog/christian-leaders-support-sogie-equality-bill/?form=MG0AV3> [accessed 24th November 2024]



] 


However, these methods of communication tend to only reach a particular audience, usually people from the MCC’s congregation and the LGBTQ+ community, which means the audience is already likely to be in favour of the SOGIE equality bill. This could be seen as the methods of seminars, webinars and community talks about the SOGIE bill being ineffective about the as these methods are only reinforcing affirming LGBTQ+ and pro-SOGIE bill viewpoints, rather than changing the minds of people who hold unaffirming LGBTQ+ and anti-SOGIE bill viewpoints.  

The need for the MCC to engage with politicians

[bookmark: _Int_R49zy8yh][bookmark: _Int_c6qSfwUr]Moreover, while the seminars, webinars and community talks about the SOGIE equality bill to the public are good for raising awareness among the common people in the Philippines, there seems to be a lack of engagement between the MCC and the politicians in the Philippines. Perhaps if the MCC were to focus on holding seminars, webinars, and talks with politicians then that may be a factored in whether or not the SOGIE bill gets passed. A potential reason why the MCC need to focus and advocating to the politicians instead of just the public is, as Lucas writes,

[bookmark: _Int_rdcY5lQl]We propose two modes of interaction between policymakers and advocacy groups: amplifcation and persuasion. On the one hand, policymakers can prompt likeminded advocacy groups (allies) to emphasize and amplify their shared policy goals when communicating with other relevant stakeholders. On the other hand, policymakers may seek out advocacy groups with opposing views (opponents) in order to persuade them to alternate or soften their position.[footnoteRef:12001] [12001:  Lucas, Kirsten, Marcel Hanegraaff and Iskander De Bruycker, 'Lobbying the Lobbyists: When and Why do Policymakers Seek to Influence Advocacy Groups in Global Governance?', P.209 Interest Groups & Advocacy, 8 (2019), 208–232
] 




This implies that when groups like the MCC do advocacy and activism work for LGBTQ+ rights that it can be a powerful thing to get politicians and policymakers on their sides as the politicians and policymakers can strengthen the movement by gaining more support for it and arguing for changes to the law and policies of a country that are beneficial to the movement, such as arguing for the SOGIE bill to be passed as soon as possible. Furthermore, if the MCC do not gain support from politicians then there is a risk that the theologically conservative groups that oppose LGBTQ+ rights and the SOGIE bill may gain support from the politicians instead and then the politicians and policymakers would likely make it harder for the SOGIE bill to be passed.  

Further evidence of the need for an organisation, like the MCC, to advocate to politicians is that there seems to be a cycle of the SOGIE bill being proposed by members of the Philippines Government, and rough drafts being outlined, just to be rejected, then the next year this just happens again.[footnoteRef:16681] As Guzman writes,  [16681:  Guzman, Chad, Southeast Asia’s Most Gay-Friendly Country Still Has No Law Against LGBT Discrimination, https://time.com/6290762/philippines-pride-lgbt-discrimination-sogie-equality-bill/?form=MG0AV3 edn, 2024 vols (2023) <https://time.com/6290762/philippines-pride-lgbt-discrimination-sogie-equality-bill/?form=MG0AV3> [accessed 24th November 2024]

] 


for more than two decades, a bill that would criminalize discrimination based on one’s sexual orientation, gender identity, gender expression, or sex characteristics (SOGIESC) has languished in the Philippines’ Congress. Year after year, it’s practically become an annual tradition for legislation on the matter to be reintroduced and rejected.[footnoteRef:24933] [24933:  Guzman, Chad, Southeast Asia’s Most Gay-Friendly Country Still Has No Law Against LGBT Discrimination, https://time.com/6290762/philippines-pride-lgbt-discrimination-sogie-equality-bill/?form=MG0AV3 edn, 2024 vols (2023) <https://time.com/6290762/philippines-pride-lgbt-discrimination-sogie-equality-bill/?form=MG0AV3> [accessed 24th November 2024]

] 


This implies that the MCC methods have not been effective enough in gaining enough support from politicians and policymakers for the SOGIE bill to be passed.

Conclusion

In conclusion, the MCC in the Philippines have been effective in gaining support from the public for the SOGIE equality bill and LGBTQ+ rights. However, there still is work that the MCC needs to do in advocating for LGBTQ+ rights, as they need to gain support from politicians and policymakers to increase the likelihood of the SOGIE equality bill finally being passed.



References

[bookmark: _Int_14JPkw9x][bookmark: _Int_JIlLA8uB]42d, We Can Do Better: Interview With Real Life Hero Irish Inoceto, https://www.42d.org/2020/08/19/engage-empower-create-opportunities-copy/?form=MG0AV3 edn, 2024 vols (2020) <https://www.42d.org/2020/08/19/engage-empower-create-opportunities-copy/?form=MG0AV3> [accessed 19th November 2024]
ADVOCATE, 30 LGBTQ+ Religious Saints Throughout History, https://www.advocate.com/religion/2017/6/02/30-lgbt-saints#rebelltitem1 edn, 2024 vols (2022) <https://www.advocate.com/religion/2017/6/02/30-lgbt-saints#rebelltitem1> [accessed 20th November 2024]
Alibudbud, Rowalt, 'Moving Forward With Pride: LGBTQ+ Health and Contemporary Rights Movements in Asia', American Journal of Health Promotion, (2024), 8901171241279783
Bennett, Jana M., Singleness and the Church : A New Theology of the Single Life (New York, NY: Oxford University Press, 2017) [accessed 20th November 2024]
Britannica, Saint Aelred of Rievaulx, https://www.britannica.com/biography/Saint-Aelred-of-Rievaulx edn, 2024 vols (2024) <https://www.britannica.com/biography/Saint-Aelred-of-Rievaulx> [accessed 20th November 2024]
Chiongbian, Sabine F. and others, 'Finding God Alongside Trials: Catholicism and Resilience Among Queer Filipino Emerging Adults', Psychology of Sexual Orientation and Gender Diversity, 10 (2023), 246–256 [accessed 22nd November 2024]
City of Illoilo, Office Of The Sangguniang Panlungsod, trans. by City of Illoilo, Local City Ordinance edn, (City of Illoilo, 2018) <https://commusta.ph/wp-content/uploads/formidable/38/doc0028_391775059-Iloilo-City-Regulation-Ordinance-2018-090.pdf?form=MG0AV3> [accessed 20th November 2024]
City of Manila, Manila LGBTQI Protection Ordinance of 2020, trans. by City of Manila, Local City Ordinance edn, (City of Manila, 2020) <https://citycouncilofmanila.com.ph/wp-content/uploads/2023/02/ORDINANCE-NO.-8695.pdf?form=MG0AV3> [accessed 20th November 2024]
Cornelio, Jayeel and Robbin Dagle, 'Contesting Unfreedom: To be Queer and Christian in the Philippines', The Review of Faith & International Affairs, 20 (2022), 27–39 [accessed 14th November 2024]
Guzman, Chad, Southeast Asia’s Most Gay-Friendly Country Still Has No Law Against LGBT Discrimination, https://time.com/6290762/philippines-pride-lgbt-discrimination-sogie-equality-bill/?form=MG0AV3 edn, 2024 vols (2023) <https://time.com/6290762/philippines-pride-lgbt-discrimination-sogie-equality-bill/?form=MG0AV3> [accessed 24th November 2024]
---Just Let Us Be, https://www.hrw.org/report/2017/06/22/just-let-us-be/discrimination-against-lgbt-students-philippines?form=MG0AV3 edn, 2024 vols (2017) <https://www.hrw.org/report/2017/06/22/just-let-us-be/discrimination-against-lgbt-students-philippines?form=MG0AV3> [accessed 15th November 2024]
Lucas, Kirsten, Marcel Hanegraaff and Iskander De Bruycker, 'Lobbying the Lobbyists: When and Why do Policymakers Seek to Influence Advocacy Groups in Global Governance?', Interest Groups & Advocacy, 8 (2019), 208–232
Manalo, Alfonso, Rhetoric: A Necessary Strategy in Debating the Ratification of the SOGIE Equality Bill, https://utsynergyjournal.org/2020/05/05/rhetoric-a-necessary-strategy-in-debating-the-ratification-of-the-sogie-equality-bill/?form=MG0AV3 edn, 2024 vols (2020) <https://utsynergyjournal.org/2020/05/05/rhetoric-a-necessary-strategy-in-debating-the-ratification-of-the-sogie-equality-bill/?form=MG0AV3> [accessed 7th November 2024]
Melsa, Vivian&nbsp,  SOGIE Equality Bill 2023? Meaning Explained and Philipines Update, https://kami.com.ph/108199-sogie-bill-proposed-pros-cons.html?form=MG0AV3 edn, 2024 vols (2023) <https://kami.com.ph/108199-sogie-bill-proposed-pros-cons.html?form=MG0AV3> [accessed 24th November 2024]
Mental Health and Human Rights Info, Lagablab LGBT Network, https://www.hhri.org/organisation/lagablab-lgbt-network/#:~:text=LAGABLAB%20is%20a%20Philippine%20advocacy,empowerment%20(only%20on%20Facebook). edn, 2024 vols (2023) <https://www.hhri.org/organisation/lagablab-lgbt-network/#:~:text=LAGABLAB%20is%20a%20Philippine%20advocacy,empowerment%20(only%20on%20Facebook).> [accessed 5th November 2024]
Metropolitan Community Churches, Governing Board, https://insidemcc.org/governance/governing-board/?form=MG0AV3 edn, 2024 vols (2024a) <https://insidemcc.org/governance/governing-board/?form=MG0AV3> [accessed 23rd November 2024]
---What We Believe , https://insidemcc.org/about-mcc/what-we-believe/#mcc-core-values edn, 2024 vols (2024b) <https://insidemcc.org/about-mcc/what-we-believe/#mcc-core-values> [accessed 20th October 2024]
Metropolitan Community Churches&nbsp, MCC History, https://insidemcc.org/about-mcc/mcc-history/ edn, 2024 vols (2024a) <https://insidemcc.org/about-mcc/mcc-history/> [accessed 20th October 2024]
---Open Table MCC, https://visitmccchurch.com/our-churches/mcc-churches-in-the-philippines/open-table-mcc/?form=MG0AV3 edn, 2024 vols (2024b) <https://visitmccchurch.com/our-churches/mcc-churches-in-the-philippines/open-table-mcc/?form=MG0AV3> [accessed 24th October 2024]
National Council of Churches in the Philippines, Brief History, https://nccphilippines.org/about-us/brief-history/ edn, 2024 vols (2023a) <https://nccphilippines.org/about-us/brief-history/> [accessed 5th November 2024]
---National Council of Churches in the Philippines, https://nccphilippines.org/ edn, 2024 vols (2023b) <https://nccphilippines.org/> [accessed 5th November 2024]
Open Table MCC, Father Richard Mickley, a Pioneer of the LGBT Movement in the Philippines, Has Passed Away, https://opentablemcc.ph/blog/father-richard-mickley-a-pioneer-of-the-lgbt-movement-in-the-philippines-has-passed-away/?form=MG0AV3 edn, 2024 vols (2023) <https://opentablemcc.ph/blog/father-richard-mickley-a-pioneer-of-the-lgbt-movement-in-the-philippines-has-passed-away/?form=MG0AV3> [accessed 18th November 2024]
---History of MCC & Open Table MCC, https://opentablemcc.ph/about/history/?form=MG0AV3 edn, 2024 vols (2024) <https://opentablemcc.ph/about/history/?form=MG0AV3> [accessed 18th November 2024]
---Ordination of Rev. Joseph San Jose at Founders MCC, https://opentablemcc.ph/blog/ordination-of-rev-joseph-san-jose-at-founders-mcc/?form=MG0AV3 edn, 2024 vols (2019) <https://opentablemcc.ph/blog/ordination-of-rev-joseph-san-jose-at-founders-mcc/?form=MG0AV3> [accessed 23rd November 2024]
Open Table, MCC, #SulongVAKLASH: HolyEquality – SOGIE Equality Bill & Freedom Of Religion, https://opentablemcc.ph/blog/sulongvaklash-holyequality-sogie-equality-bill-freedom-of-religion/?form=MG0AV3 edn, 2024 vols (2021) <https://opentablemcc.ph/blog/sulongvaklash-holyequality-sogie-equality-bill-freedom-of-religion/?form=MG0AV3> [accessed 24th November 2024]
---Christian Leaders Support SOGIE Equality Bill, https://opentablemcc.ph/blog/christian-leaders-support-sogie-equality-bill/?form=MG0AV3 edn, 2024 vols (2019) <https://opentablemcc.ph/blog/christian-leaders-support-sogie-equality-bill/?form=MG0AV3> [accessed 24th November 2024]
Order of St. Aelred, About the Order of St. Aelred, https://www.oocities.org/staelredmonasterymanila/about.html#:~:text=Ae.)-,O.S.,the%20Order%20under%20its%20Constitution. edn, (2009) <https://www.oocities.org/staelredmonasterymanila/about.html#:~:text=Ae.)-,O.S.,the%20Order%20under%20its%20Constitution.> [accessed 20th November 2024]
OUTRAGE, Living History: Phl Makes History with First Pride March in 1994, https://outragemag.com/living-history-phl-makes-history-with-first-pride-march-in-1994/?form=MG0AV3 edn, 2024 vols (2018) <https://outragemag.com/living-history-phl-makes-history-with-first-pride-march-in-1994/?form=MG0AV3> [accessed 23rd October 2024]
Paradela, Teilhard, Tracing the Origins of the Metro Manila Pride March, https://www.spot.ph/newsfeatures/culture/78298/history-of-pride-march-in-the-philippines-a4410-20190629-lfrm?form=MG0AV3&s=ejj9qc9vmtds7sv1iicumg8v3k edn, 2024 vols (2019) <https://www.spot.ph/newsfeatures/culture/78298/history-of-pride-march-in-the-philippines-a4410-20190629-lfrm?form=MG0AV3&s=ejj9qc9vmtds7sv1iicumg8v3k> [accessed 7th November 2024]
Pascual, Patrick, The Impetus for Organizing LGBTQI Pride in the Phl, https://outragemag.com/the-evolution-of-lgbtqi-pride-in-the-phl/?form=MG0AV3 edn, 2024 vols (2018) <https://outragemag.com/the-evolution-of-lgbtqi-pride-in-the-phl/?form=MG0AV3> [accessed 19th November 2024]
Peterson, Abby, Mattias Wahlstrom and Magnus Wennerhag, Pride Parades and LGBT Movements : Political Participation in an International Comparative Perspective (New York: London, 2018)
Progressive Organization of Gays in the Philippines, A Report ON Violations OF Human Rights Based ON
Sexual Orientation AND Gender Identity
IN THE Philippines, https://www.ohchr.org/sites/default/files/lib-docs/HRBodies/UPR/Documents/session13/PH/JS17_UPR_PHL_S13_2012_JointSubmission17_E.pdf?form=MG0AV3 edn, 2024 vols (2012) <https://www.ohchr.org/sites/default/files/lib-docs/HRBodies/UPR/Documents/session13/PH/JS17_UPR_PHL_S13_2012_JointSubmission17_E.pdf?form=MG0AV3> [accessed 23 October 2024]
[bookmark: _Int_H9zHVZKM]Ranara, John, How Pride Marches Began in the Philippines and Where They're Going, https://philstarlife.com/news-and-views/600623-how-pride-marches-began-in-philippines?page=6 edn, 2024 vols (2024) <https://philstarlife.com/news-and-views/600623-how-pride-marches-began-in-philippines?page=6> [accessed 7th November 2024]
Republic Of The Philippines Commission On Human Rights, Statement of the Commission on Human Rights on the Red-Tagging of an LGBTQI Leader on SMNI News Program, https://chr.gov.ph/statement-of-the-commission-on-human-rights-on-the-red-tagging-of-an-lgbtqi-leader-on-smni-news-program/?form=MG0AV3 edn, 2024 vols (2022) <https://chr.gov.ph/statement-of-the-commission-on-human-rights-on-the-red-tagging-of-an-lgbtqi-leader-on-smni-news-program/?form=MG0AV3> [accessed 19th November 2024]
Respicio and Co, The Bill of Rights, https://www.respicio.ph/bar/2025/political-law-and-public-international-law/the-bill-of-rights?form=MG0AV3 edn, 2024 vols (2024) <https://www.respicio.ph/bar/2025/political-law-and-public-international-law/the-bill-of-rights?form=MG0AV3> [accessed 23rd October 2024]
Reyes, Rod&nbsp and Mark&nbsp Blanco, 'Anti-Discrimination Bill Based on SOGIE: An
Occupational Justice Perspective', Journal OF Social Health, 5 (2022) <https://socialhealthjournal.ust.edu.ph/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/Anti-Discrimination-Bill-based-on-SOGIE-An-Occupational-Justice-Perspective.pdf?form=MG0AV3> [accessed 24th November 2024]
Roque, Chai and Philippine LGBT Chamber Of Commerce, Marching On: The Story of Fr. Richard Mickley, https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Tx3MapCdt8U&t=1s edn, 2024 vols (2019) <https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Tx3MapCdt8U&t=1s> [accessed 23rd November 2024]
Rozul, Diego, The History Of LGBTQ+ Visibility In The Philippines, https://loveyourself.ph/the-history-of-lgbtq-visibility-in-the-philippines/ edn, 2024 vols (2024) <https://loveyourself.ph/the-history-of-lgbtq-visibility-in-the-philippines/> [accessed 21st October 2024]
Silverio, &nbsp and Ina, Oscar Atadero: Leading the Gay Life, https://www.bulatlat.com/news/3-6/3-6-gaylife.html edn, (2004) <https://www.bulatlat.com/news/3-6/3-6-gaylife.html> [accessed 22nd November 2024]
Tahzib-Lie, Bahia, 'Applying a Gender Perspective in the Area of the Right to Freedom of Religion Or Belief', Brigham Young University Law Review, 2000 (2000), 967 [accessed 14th November 2024]
The Republic of the Philippines, The Republic of the Philippines, Congress of the Philippines, Fifteenth Congress,  Second Regular Session , https://lawphil.net/statutes/repacts/ra2012/ra_10158_2012.html?form=MG0AV3 edn, 2024 vols (2012) <https://lawphil.net/statutes/repacts/ra2012/ra_10158_2012.html?form=MG0AV3> [accessed 23rd October 2024]
The Trevor Project, '2024 Philippines National Survey on the Mental Health of LGBTQ+ Young People', (2024) <https://www.thetrevorproject.org/survey-international/assets/static/2024_Philippines_National_Survey_EN.pdf> [accessed 7th November 2024]
United Nations Development Programme Asia and the Pacific, Report Details Workplace Discrimination Faced by LGBTI People in China, the Philippines and Thailand, https://www.undp.org/asia-pacific/press-releases/report-details-workplace-discrimination-faced-lgbti-people-china-philippines-and-thailand edn, 2024 vols (2018) <https://www.undp.org/asia-pacific/press-releases/report-details-workplace-discrimination-faced-lgbti-people-china-philippines-and-thailand> [accessed 7th November 2024]
William Pike, Metropolitan Community Churches, https://www.britannica.com/topic/Metropolitan-Community-Churches edn, 2024 vols (2024) <https://www.britannica.com/topic/Metropolitan-Community-Churches> [accessed 18th November 2024]


