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[bookmark: _heading=h.i7bdx5q9s2vk]Introduction
[bookmark: _heading=h.tdhzt8apy8lx]The focus of this report is to reflect on my learning journey and improve my skills in finding and utilising information throughout the Academic Skills module. I will focus on specific parts of the module lecturers such as finding information by searching on relevant sources, how to use the CRAP method to quickly figure out if a source is good and reliable, how to properly reference and stay away from misconduct. These experiences which I gained and intended to use and improve were particularly significant in developing my research, analytical, and writing skills. All of which I recognize as crucial for success not only in my current academic program, and this report, but also in my future career initiatives and life.

[bookmark: _heading=h.n55p556b16it]Description of Experiences
A specific experience I had was with Task 1, where I had to complete an academic skills quiz test which lasted 45 minutes. This quiz test reflected my knowledge about time management techniques, note taking, finding and assessing information, and how to write in an academic style. I learned that time management involves continuous planning and very good time allocation for different tasks and activities so that you can maximize your productivity and end results.
Task 2 involved rewriting text to improve its clarity, coherence, and factual accuracy. At first, it wasn't an easy task because I had to read and understand the meaning of the text and then try to improve it while maintaining the main topic and setting tone. This required me to identify potential biases, correct factual errors, and enhance the overall quality and readability of the writing. We also participated in classroom discussions and workshops that addressed academic misconduct and all its forms like plagiarism, collusion, contract cheating, and deliberate cheating. Knowing these terms will be extremely helpful in avoiding future situations. 
I will conclude that these exercises stood out because they had a theory that explained each of them, and then they were practical (I always prefer more practical discussions).

[bookmark: _heading=h.bayurqx5munv]Analysis and Personal Reflection
Reflecting on these experiences, I found that Task 1 significantly improved my understanding of different citation styles and the importance of consistent referencing. Before that, I had heard of Harvard Style but didn't know how to use it, especially when it comes to a large number of sources. To show that I have done my research and what I have learnt from the module, I will back up why we need to reference other people's work. According to Santini, A. (2018), references and referencing are significant for the quality of the work, as they highlight some primary sources and are meaningful to the extent of information about the discussed subject. A student guide by the University of Nothingam backs up that "Citations are not used simply to avoid plagiarism; they have other important roles too". They mention that referencing allows you to acknowledge the contributions and work of other writers and researchers in your work. Such referencing helps readers track your research path, assess your understanding of the topics, and verify the sources used.
I struggled with evaluating the credibility of sources, especially those from less reputable websites which, as we all know, are a lot. Task 2 helped me enhance my writing skills and my ability to identify and correct errors in different content, although it was very hard at first. The class activities on critical thinking were highly effective in promoting analytical skills, while the discussions on academic integrity reinforced the importance of ethical conduct in all academic work. Another weakness I discovered was in using the proper academic writing style. My first drafts were too informal, and I struggled with structuring arguments clearly, even when I thought they were clear and coherent. That's when I took this seriously and started reading sample essays and using the sentence starters we were given in class. It was very hard to accumulate all the information I had from the lecturer, not to mention the endless information on the Internet. As a result, or at least I hope so, my writing became more organized and academically validated.
Overall, I think the module has helped me grow not just as a student, but also personally as I can use my research skills not only in the academic field but also in a potential professional field. I can conclude that I no longer feel lost when given a writing task or reading assignment because I have the tools to approach them effectively. This reflection on the tasks I completed and even this report has been valuable, allowing me to acknowledge my progress while also identifying areas that require further improvement, particularly in proofreading and tackling longer reading assignments and bigger research projects. I want to acknowledge the slide material from week 8 that explained the structure of an essay and how to structure and begin the research. Researching the topic (which was a recall from weeks 2 and 3) is crucial for any work, especially if it's one of your first of such kind. One of the slides suggested that reading and taking notes are very important. Personally, I am not the best note-taking person, but I think I improved these skills while working on my reflection report, and I tend to improve it even more so I can feel confident in conducting and sharing research and information.

[bookmark: _heading=h.df0a0aqrovg]Conclusion
I can conclude that the Academic Skills module has been a transformative experience, providing me with invaluable skills and knowledge that will serve me well throughout my academic and professional life. Exercises like Task 1, and Task 2 have significantly improved my research, analytical, and writing abilities. I am now more confident in conducting research on my own by gathering information from different research papers and credible websites. The module has got me thinking more deeply about what is expected from us students, what are the types of misconduct and what we should be careful about. I also want to express my gratitude for all the information that was provided, and how it was provided. I hope that I managed to reflect on my skills and I am looking forward to new challenges.
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