This essay will be covering the topic of terrorism, specifically revolving around the increase in terrorist related attacks globally in recent years, as well as the increase in deaths that have stemmed from the occurrence of such terrorist attacks. The main aim of the aim will be to analyse the possible reasons an causes behind the trending pattern in the increase of terrorist attacks and deaths and touch on key aspects that could possibly be related to the trending pattern such as media coverage, as well as the challenges faced by government agencies when attempting to monitor terrorist threats and employ reliable counter terrorism strategies to prevent the likelihood of a terrorist attack occurring.  Terrorism by is ‘’any act that is carried out using violence or the threat of violence to advance a political, ideological or religious goal.’’ Crown prosecution Service (n.d.). 

This is an issue that is widely faced throughout the world and can leave many negative effects on both the security and economic stability of a nation if left unchecked.  Statistically, Terrorist attacks remain as very rare cause of death globally but the probability of facing a terrorist attack has seen shifts over the years with ‘’less than 8,000 deaths in 2010 as a result of a terrorist attack but nearly 20,000 in 2019 alone’’ Herre, B. et al (n.d.).  

Encryption and the Dark Web both play key significant roles in facilitating the planning and execution of terrorist acts by providing both anonymity and security for those that are involved. Encryption is a key component when it comes to terrorist carrying out their agendas on the internet because it allows terrorists to ‘’communicate and store information from each other securely without threat of outside involvement from government agencies that attempt to try and stop them from carrying out their terrorist plans’’ Combating Terrorism Centre at West Point (n.d.), this makes it incredibly easy for terrorist organisations and cells to avoid detection as well as plan and carry out their terrorist attacks without having to worry about the risk of being stopped. Another key issue that many counter terrorism agencies regularly have to deal with involves the use of the Dark Web by terrorists as it freely gives them the opportunity to ‘’spread propaganda, recruit potential terrorist recruits to their cause, as well as further support their terrorist activities without drawing attention from those that attempt to monitor terrorist activity.’’ Cordis (n.d.). 

The role of the media when concerning terrorism is multifaceted and often times complex, as the media’s coverage of terrorism can both aid and hinder efforts to combat terrorism. Terrorist groups often rely on widely spread media coverage in order to spread their message and ideals, as well as recruit new followers to their cause. High profile media coverage actually incentivises further terrorist activity because as stated by Whitehead.J.W. (n.d.), ‘’publicity actually encourages further terrorist acts and also serves as a recruiting tool for more terrorists.’’ widespread media coverage on a terrorist can also unintentionally hinder actions to prevent terrorism as it might lead terrorists to find new ways to improve upon past attempts where terrorist acts may have been prevented, ‘’even when the media praises security forces’ efforts to prevent carnage, it could be hinting to radicalised minds how not to repeat their peers mistakes.’’  Media coverage on terrorism doesn’t always leave a negative impact however, as promoting positive guidelines and information to the general public through the use of the media can help to inform them on how to avoid or deal with terrorist attack and can aid in the prevention of such attacks occurring in the first place.


There are many challenges that the government and law enforcement agencies have to face when facing the ever evolving threat of terrorism. The use of the internet by terrorists attempting to plan or carry out their goals has always been a problem as issues such as recruitment and radicalisation have often times stemmed from it, ‘’the Uk has experienced a number of individuals who have become ‘’self-radicalised’’ through viewing material online and have then either planned or conducted attacks in the Uk.’’ City Security Magazine (n.d.)  Another significant challenge seen in counter terrorism is the issue with balancing both the security and human rights of individuals and ensuring that the fundamental human rights of citizens are not undermined in any way, this issue stems from concerns of an ''increasing tendency to neglect fundamental human rights and freedoms when addressing terrorism issues.'' United Nations Human Rights Office of the High Commissioner (2021).  Another challenge presented is international cooperation between counter terrorism agencies in other countries as terrorism is a global issue, and by working together with other countries and allies it presents these counter terrorism agencies with the opportunity to ''prevent, degrade, detect and respond to terrorist threats.'' United States Department of State (n.d.)   


To conclude we can identify that there are in fact a multitude of different challenges that can be linked to the increase in terrorism, ranging from the difficulties present when attempting to detect and prevent terrorism on the internet, the complex nature of media coverage and some of the negative impacts that can leave as well as the difficulties in maintaining a harmonious and informative relationship with other international counter terrorism agencies. We can also determine that in order to overcome these challenges it is imperative and integral that advancements made in communication between the counter terrorism agencies and the media are made, in order to lessen the chances of radicalisation and further terrorism being committed in the country. Further advancements technologically in order to make it more difficult for cases of terrorism to be hidden online from these counter terrorism agencies would also help further the goal of making the country safer from terrorism as a whole.
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