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• How to deal with UWTSD Lampeter’s heritage?

• How might UWTSD Lampeter relate to broader 
social and political questions about heritage?

• 1822: Foundation of St David’s College, 
Lampeter by Bishop Burgess

• 1827: First students admitted on St 
David’s Day

• 1828: Received first charter



Defining ‘Difficult Heritage’

• What do you understand by the 

phrase/concept ‘difficult heritage’?

• Can you think of institutions, places or 

phenomena might constitute ‘difficult 

heritage’?



This book … looks at 

what I call ‘difficult 

heritage’ – that is, a past 

that is recognised as 

meaningful in the present 

but that is also contested 

and awkward for public 

reconciliation with a 

positive, self-affirming 

contemporary identity. 



‘Difficult heritage’ may also be 
troublesome because it threatens to 
break through into the present in 
disruptive ways, opening up social 
divisions … Looking at heritage that is 
unsettling and awkward, rather than 
at that which can be celebrated or at 
least comfortably acknowledged as 
part of a nation’s or city’s valued 
history … throw[s] into relief some of 
the dilemmas about its public 
representation and reception. Doing 
so highlights and unsettles cultural 
assumptions about and 
entanglements between identity and 
memory, and past, present and 
future. It also raises questions about 
practices of selection, preservation, 
cultural comparison and witnessing.



Close (but not precise) 

Synonym: 

Dark Tourism



How might ‘difficult heritage’ 

problematize conceptions/definitions of 

heritage?

… something which provides significance or meaning to a 

community or an individual

… found within objects, buildings and monuments as well 

as within stories and traditions.

… that which we wish to preserve for future generations.

… a mode of enquiry into the relationship between people 

and their material past’



‘Difficult Heritage’

• What challenges might ‘difficult heritage’ 

pose for the following:

- Museum curators

- Heritage practitioners

- Tourist site employees

- Universities?





Slavery Heritage

• In what ways do heritage industries ‘deal 
with’ the history of transatlantic slavery?

• Are you familiar with any examples of how 
memorials, museums or other 
places/institutions that have commemorated 
slavery?

(see: http://slaveryandremembrance.org/partners/search/)

http://slaveryandremembrance.org/partners/search/


Castles, Factories and Forts in 

West Africa

El Mina 

Slave Castle, 

Ghana



Captured Africans memorial, 

Lancaster



International Slavery Museum, 

Liverpool



Colonial Williamsburg, Virginia





Slave Voyages Website

https://www.slavevoyages.org/


Slave Voyages Website

“The contributions of this website to the self-

knowledge of African Americans, not just in the 

U.S. but throughout the New World, cannot be 

overestimated … If a DNA test says 20 percent 

of [an African American person’s] ancestors 

came from what is now Angola, we then see 

what ships were coming in to the U.S. from 

Angola at about the time we estimate their 

ancestor might have arrived.”

- Henry Louis Gates jr on Slave Voyages 

website



Slavery in the Landscape 

• What other legacies of slavery manifest 

themselves in the natural and built 

environment? 



Legacies of Slave Ownership 

website

https://www.ucl.ac.uk/lbs/






A House Through Time





Bringing it all back home … 

BUT WHAT DOES ANY OF THIS HAVE TO 

DO WITH WALES?

AND HOW MIGHT IT RELATE TO UWTSD 

LAMPETER?



Welsh 
properties in 
Legacies of 

British Slave 
Ownership 
database





Sir Henry Morgan 
(Welsh: Harri Morgan, c. 1635–1688)



Captain Thomas Phillips and the Hannibal



Sir Thomas Picton (1758–1815)



Richard Pennant, 1st 
Baron Penrhyn (1737–

1808)

http://www.welshplains.cymru/

http://www.welshplains.cymru/


https://www.nat

ionaltrust.org.u

k/penrhyn-

castle/features/

penrhyn-castle-

and-the-

transatlantic-

slave-trade

https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/penrhyn-castle/features/penrhyn-castle-and-the-transatlantic-slave-trade


Bishop Thomas Burgess (1756–1837),

Founder of St David’s College



Clapham Sect

Hannah More 

(1745–1833)

- Abolitionist 

and 

benefactor to  

St David’s 

College



John Scandrett

Harford II (1785–

1866), donor of 

land for St David's 

College

Richard Hart 

Davis MP 

(1766-1842)
Falcondale

Estate, 

Lampeter



Davis 

property at

Mortimer 

House, 

Clifton; 

Harford’s

home at 

Blaise 

Castle, 

Clifton







Leigh Court, Bristol, 

Cardigan Priory Wales



https://www.ucl.ac.uk/lbs

https://www.ucl.ac.uk/lbs


“At St. David’s Lampeter (now University of Wales Trinity St. David), the
Phillips Collection comprises over 22,500 books donated from 1834
onwards by Thomas Phillips; he also endowed six scholarships, left St.
David’s shares in the London & Westminster banks worth £7,000, and
established in his will a chair of natural science there. Phillips has an
entry in the O.D.N.B. as ‘philanthropist and surgeon’ that describes his
career in India and – interestingly – at Botany Bay. What it does not say
is that this Nabob had invested part of his imperial wealth in buying the
Camden Park estate and enslaved people attached to it on St. Vincent,
reportedly for over £40,000, c. 1820, or that he then purchased and
moved a further eighty-five enslaved people from Cariacou to the
estate, or that the number of enslaved people on the estate declined
from 231 in 1822 to 164 at the time of compensation, with fifty-five
deaths (one quarter of the enslaved population) recorded between
1822 and 1825 an thirty-nine deaths (a further one quarter) between
1825 and 1828.”

- Nicholas Draper, ‘British Universities and Caribbean Slavery,’ in Dethroning 
Historical Reputations: Universities, Museums and the Commemoration of 

Benefactors, ed. by Jill Pellew and Lawrence Goldman (London: Institute of 
Historical Research, 2018), p. 100.

https://humanities-digital-library.org/index.php/hdl/catalog/view/pellewgoldman/61/182-2




MOVING FORWARD: a programme 
f reparative justice







• What are the best ways to handle Wales’s 
connections to slavery and colonialism?

• How should UWTSD Lampeter represent 
histories of colonialism and slavery/abolition?

• Should buildings, streets and other places/ 
institutions associated with slaveowners
change their names?


