	
	
	



[bookmark: _GoBack]Assignment Four – Image Commentary
Chris Faulkner
Hereford Mappa Mundi

[bookmark: _Int_cakWYArk][bookmark: _Int_dnU1FBTa][bookmark: _Int_76eMGYAZ][bookmark: _Int_uelF8xBw][bookmark: _Int_X3UJCEQy]The Hereford Mappa Mundi is in the Hereford Cathedral Library in the city of Hereford, England. The term Mappa Mundi comes from two Latin words; mappa which means towel, and mundus which means world[footnoteRef:22060]  Maps like this one are believed to have first been drawn or painted on cloth before the image was transferred to an animal skin or a manufactured material such as parchment or paper. The term has given us the English word map. The Hereford Mappa Mundi, hereafter called the Mappa Mundi, the largest extant medieval map, is shown below. Figure A [image: ] [22060:  ] 

Figure A https://www.bridgemanimages.com/

[bookmark: _Int_QhJwZQ8k][bookmark: _Int_c8JzKH35][bookmark: _Int_7GGk9evQ][bookmark: _Int_Y63Bay2v][bookmark: _Int_VZirxbrV][bookmark: _Int_nGP1uxVH]The Mappa Mundi is on a single vellum sheet which is a calf skin. The map is drawn on the fleshy side of the skin and measures 155 by 133 centimetres. The geographical area is contained within a circle 133 centimetres in diameter with Jerusalem at the centre. A hole there is where a compass would have been fixed to draw the circular boundary of the geographical map. The shape of the vellum forms a pentagon tapering to the top where Christ sits in Judgement above the world and outside of the circular geographical boundary of the same. Figure 2 In addition to the geographical representation of the known world with land masses, waterways and towns, Biblical events are also depicted along with historical characters, plants, animals, mythical creatures, and scenes from classical mythology.
[bookmark: _Int_lF0RaK2g][bookmark: _Int_GZM6H0CV][bookmark: _Int_mWMtRGXJ][bookmark: _Int_kjiPyKyG][bookmark: _Int_UGEr15xh]The writing on the Mappa Mundi is in black ink with gold and red ink in places. Blue or green ink is used for water except for the Red Sea in the top right of Figure A which is coloured red. As can be seen in Figure A the map is currently mounted on wooden boards. The original backing was removed and replaced with boards salvaged from London churches bombed in the Second World War. We know from Gough’s visit to Hereford Cathedral in the Eighteenth Century that the Mappa Mundi was originally contained within a Triptych with the Annunciation painted on the inside of the open doors[footnoteRef:15333]. That there was no description of the outside of the doors indicates that the triptych was open to display. Reports by Gough and others of the Mappa Mundi in its Triptych led scholars and others to believe that it was originally used as an altar front. [15333:  ] 

[bookmark: _Int_x4DUDG98][bookmark: _Int_5DvS78Ib][bookmark: _Int_789b2fRD][bookmark: _Int_90pLXsS0][bookmark: _Int_K5Clkoek]The Mappa Mundi has been dated to the penultimate decade of the Thirteenth Century using carbon dating, dendrochronology, dating of construction of specific castles depicted and historical research of the man attributed with the map’s creation. Carbon and dendrochronological dating of the original boards the map was mounted on indicates that the oak utilized was felled in the Hereford area between 1265 and 1311[footnoteRef:14731]. The map itself shows the castles of Conwy and Caernarvon whose construction started in 1277 and 1283, respectively. This indicates that Mappa Mundi was created in or after 1283. On the map is an inscription attributing it to Richard of Haldingham and Lafford, who was prebend in Lincoln Cathedral. This had led people to believe that the map was originally created in Lincoln. However, the analysis of the wooden boards and the involvement in the map’s completion of Richard de Bello who was the older Richard’s cousin places the finished map in Hereford. Richard de Bello’s patron was Richard Swinfield being Thomas de Cantilupe’s secretary. Cantilupe was the Bishop of Hereford who died in 1282. Richard Swinfield then succeeded him as Bishop.This indicates an intriguing interrelationship between those men. It is probable that Richard of Haldingham initiated the creation of the map which was then continued by Richard de Bello on his cousin’s death. It is interesting that on Mappa Mundi Lincoln is represented by a detailed cathedral on a hill while Hereford is less elaborate. Richard de Bello’s move to Hereford under the patronage of Richard Swinfield then indicates a further shift in purpose for the map.  [14731:  
] 

[bookmark: _Int_knx3sCDo][bookmark: _Int_jzD21jky][bookmark: _Int_X531sCol][bookmark: _Int_s8LIm2RP]D. Terkla suggests that Richard Swinfield had the completed Mappa Mundi placed next to the tomb of Thomas de Cantiloupe in Hereford Cathedral[footnoteRef:5159]  Richard Swinfield, now Bishop, had benefitted from the patronage and association with Cantiloupe and the creation of a shrine to him in 1287 led to it becoming an important pilgrimage site. Swinfield actively promoted the canonization of Cantiloupe and although Swinfield died in 1317 Cantiloupe was finally canonized in 1320. D. Terkla argues that the Mappa Mundi, which may have been placed there as early as 1287, was a focal point for worshippers and pilgrims to the pilgrimage complex of Thomas de Cantiloupe. The importance of the shrine is attested by the recording of almost 500 miracles by the tomb’s custodians between 1287 and 1312[footnoteRef:5103]. [5159:  ]  [5103:  ] 

[bookmark: _Int_1OUyv3nK][bookmark: _Int_GMGYKJl1]The evident popularity of the shrine meant that the Mappa Mundi would have been seen by many people. Many of the map's multitude of inscriptions and drawings would need to have been explained to worshipers and pilgrims by tomb custodians.

[image: ]
Figure B https://www.themappamundi.co.uk
[bookmark: _Int_Sm45RJKA][bookmark: _Int_ZLirlfb4][bookmark: _Int_6Rm6v95o][bookmark: _Int_MkN9AE4a][bookmark: _Int_oFGPsJR6][bookmark: _Int_K4hXVuNp][bookmark: _Int_Ddlybg1B][bookmark: _Int_uockkxH9][bookmark: _Int_EQa8QOcU]Mappae Mundi are representations of the world known at the time to their creators within the medieval period. The world as presented in the maps is very much shaped by Christianity and evidences a spiritual as well as a topographical reality. Geographical knowledge is included but is supplemented with historical, religious, and mythical elements. It is worth noting that world maps were not limited to the Christian medieval sphere but were also created by Muslim scholars of the Arab and Persian realms. The Tenth-Century Muslim scholar Muhammad al-Istakhri created maps which were copied long after his death. Many Muslim world maps were oriented with south at the top.  The river Nile flows from the top right and into the Mediterranean Sea[footnoteRef:8618]. [8618:  ] 

[bookmark: _Int_R5iefTNz][bookmark: _Int_ZaoX8kIF]The Mappa Mundi follows an established pattern for Medieval world maps. They developed from an amalgamation of classical Graeco-Roman geography and Christian cosmology. In contrast with Muslim world maps, they are oriented with East at the top and Jerusalem in the centre. Mappa Mundi is known as a T-O map in which the map forms the shape of an O with an ocean circling the world. The T is formed by three bodies of water with the Mediterraneum running down the lower centre and the arms of the T formed by the rivers Don to the north and the Nile to the south[footnoteRef:17213]. [17213:  ] 

[bookmark: _Int_kX1wBduJ][bookmark: _Int_nqWf9Ghw][bookmark: _Int_eBaJOWsE]As mentioned above, mappae mundi do not simply represent geographical truths. Indeed, a cartographer might be sorely disappointed by what may be interpreted as geographical inaccuracies. A Victorian study of the Mappa Mundi is particularly illustrative,
[bookmark: _Int_nvMzgFwe][bookmark: _Int_QYjz1sdH]“The specific fault was that it made Jerusalem the centre of the habitable world – that it consequently fixed the forms and limits of that world – and that it forced lands and seas into spaces not adapted to their true form and size. The use of parallels and meridians was absolutely incompatible with such a system of map-drawing. Hence the error and confusion which characterize medieval maps. Hence the distortion of outlines, and the gross misplacement of towns and countries.”[footnoteRef:16358] [16358:  ] 

As a review of Bevan and Phillott’s essay in 1874 expressed,
“The Mappa Mundi exhibits the idea of what a map should not be rather than of what it should be.”[footnoteRef:19915] [19915:  ] 

[bookmark: _Int_u1u6YL3x][bookmark: _Int_r5GORxQN][bookmark: _Int_O9k1J2R8]I can imagine the frustration and bewilderment faced by the eminent scholars of that time when science and industry were pushing the bounds of the hitherto possible. However, a hundred and fifty years on have seen scholars recognize and embrace the symbolic elements of mappae mundi. History, myth, and Christian cosmology are very much entwined with the geographical and it is inappropriate to see the geography independently of the other elements. The wealth of detail contained in Mappa Mundi would have needed to be explained to the viewer.
As mentioned above the map is oriented with east at the top and Jerusalem at the centre. The British Isles are at the bottom left-hand side with Hereford Cathedral by the River Wye. Figure 4 The deliberate elongation of the British Isles to fit into the circular schema of the map was one of the complaints of Bevan in the Nineteenth Century regarding the map’s inaccuracies.
[image: ]
Figure C https://www.themappamundi.co.uk
The placement of Jerusalem in the centre of the map is common in medieval mappae mundi and could be derived from the Biblical passage in Ezekiel,
“The Lord Yahweh says this: This is Jerusalem, which I have placed in the middle of the nations, surrounded with foreign countries”[footnoteRef:13616].  [13616:  ] 

[bookmark: _Int_1BzVtyjM]The Bible and associated Christian cosmology informed the medieval view of the world and several biblical scenes are represented on the map. Just above Jerusalem is the scene of Christ’s crucifixion while at the top Christ in judgement sits above all. Other Biblical scenes include Adam and Eve being expelled from the Garden of Eden and Noah’s Ark below. Figure 5
[image: ]
Figure D https://www.themappamundi.co.uk
[bookmark: _Int_mpi7rmgI][bookmark: _Int_8zC95sA9]The Mappa Mundi also includes historical figures. Cesar Augustus is in the lower left outside of the map near Hereford shown to be commanding the census that caused Joseph and Mary to go to Bethlehem where Christ was born. This then provides a historical link to Rome and its association with its spiritual successor the Roman Catholic Church which was centred on Rome. Rome itself is large on the map and accompanied by the text, 
“Rome, head of the world, holds the bridle of the spherical earth”[footnoteRef:28577] [28577:  ] 

[bookmark: _Int_fQx9igun][bookmark: _Int_3KhjF7rG][bookmark: _Int_Jt75ftiS]Medieval thought was informed not only by the Bible but also by Graeco-Roman history and mythology. The columns of Hercules are located at the bottom of the map and geographically represent the Straits of Gibraltar. Alexander the Great’s camp is also represented as a magnificent building and indicates the importance of Alexander and his conquest of Persia. In the light of Moslem occupation of much of the Holy Land at the time of the Map's creation and of much of the Iberian Penninsula, Alexander’s exploits would have been an inspiration in the eyes of Christians.
[bookmark: _Int_CMPtEnlM][bookmark: _Int_ALiQqB1o]One of the most intriguing mythological representations is the Minotaur’s Labyrinth on the island of Crete. Figure 6 Many medieval cathedrals had a labyrinth set into the floor of the building which pilgrims would walk as part of their spiritual pilgrimage. It is then that this image of a labyrinth would be familiar to many medieval pilgrims.
[image: ]
Figure E https://www.themappamundi.co.uk
[bookmark: _Int_nVW8thkA][bookmark: _Int_JBe5pd8t][bookmark: _Int_pzUoY6Xk][bookmark: _Int_OCLRmXny][bookmark: _Int_cplHjGRP][bookmark: _Int_8co6mg4I]Another element of mythology is the strange people that inhabit the lesser-known portions of the world. Blemmyes were mentioned in different travellers' tales and Alexander the Great was reputed to have come across them. On the map there is one shown in Africa. Exotic beasts are also represented. Some are factual, like the elephant and camel, while the unicorn was commonly included in medieval bestiaries (books of beasts). The unicorn on the map is called a monoceros.
[bookmark: _Int_pE9QToKP][bookmark: _Int_NGSdxBzo][bookmark: _Int_0GBl4uTV][bookmark: _Int_fdeuIWkH]The Hereford Mappa Mundi has fascinated visitors down the centuries. It is a magnificent work of art which informs the viewer and involves him/her in a rich geographical scene interwoven with Biblical, historical, and mythological scenes and characters. 

Footnotes, head of the world, holds the bridle of the spherical [footnoteRef:31061] [31061:  ] 
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Hereford Mappa Mundi, ¢.1290 (vellum)
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Richard of Haldingham (Richard de Bello) (fl.c.1260-1305)

Nationality

English
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Classic T-O (orbis terrarum) Christian Beatus map with Jerusalem at the centre
between the known continents of Asia (top), Europe (bottom left and Africa
(bottom right), embellished with marvels of nature, peoples, cities etc.
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Hereford Cathedral, Herefordshire, UK
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vellum
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