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	Abstract (approximately 500 words):
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Styx as a river, as a mythological figure, as a goddess as proposed within Hesiod's Theogony, Styx as the boundary of the Underworld, all of these approaches are present within the mythology. Is she merely a personification of oaths or the goddess of them, the one oath keeper that prevents Zeus's reign from falling into chaos. Her role as the route into the Underworld, Charon's guidance across her the last journey a soul will take, as contrasted by her role in granting Achilles invulnerability. Styx's many-faceted roles within Greek mythology leave her in an interesting place within the myths and therefore within the religion itself. Lye places herself within the scholarship as having taken previous study of Styx further than it has been, and she comes to the conclusion that the goddess Styx is all that lies between Zeus and the downfall of his new world order. This contrasts with her role as boundary to the Underworld, where she functions purely as the final obstacle to gain access to the Underworld. Her preoccupation with oaths has very little in common with this contrasting portrayal. This usage within the Underworld is then contrasted through her function within the Achilles myth that places her as that which protects Achilles. Throughout Greek mythology Styx has many contrasting positions and uses, showing that she is actually quite important and interesting within the environment of Greek myth.
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