An academic poster is a method of showcasing your research. 
The purpose of a poster is to present a piece of work that is visual and which can stimulate an exchange of ideas between the presenter and the audience reading the poster.






Planning your poster
· What is the aim of your poster?
· What is your key message?
· Read the question and the specific learning outcomes carefully.


Gathering your information
· Acknowledge and reference the work of others that you have used. Use a variety of reputable sources. 
· Short references must be included on the poster. Images must be referenced to their publication website (not Google search). 
· The poster should be a mixture of diagrams, pictures, graphs, bullet points and quotes
· 
· 








Design
When you are designing your poster you will need to think about a number of issues with the aim of making your poster session eye-catching and easy to read.
· How are you going to structure your information?  Use arrows to show how the different parts of the poster are connected
· Prioritize your information. Decide what the most important element of your poster is and provide this first or make it stand out.
· How are you going to layout your information? (you might want to sketch out the layout by hand first to see where things should go)
· How should you use and combine text, graphics and colour?
· Using graphs, charts, pictures or photographs adds interest to a poster and helps to break up the text






Use of text and colour
· Break text down into small chunks that are easy to read; use paragraphs and lists to do this.
· Begin new sections with headers, using larger or bold text.
· Use fonts which are easy to read.
· You could use one font style for major headers, another for sub-headings and text.
· Use colour to add interest and break up your poster 












Presenting and submitting your poster
· It will be displayed on screen when you give your presentation, make sure you point to the different parts of the poster whilst presenting.
· Submit via Turnitin, with a reference list on page 2
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Bring a hard copy of your poster (in A4 size), together with a reference list on the day of the presentation.



