The relationship between Alexander and Bagoas

Here we will be looking at the relationship between Alexander and the Eunuch Bagoas using the three following sources, Plutarch’s Lives, Alexander, Quintus Curtius, History of Alexander and Dicaearchus in Athenaeus. I will be describing what the sources tell us about their relationship followed by a brief analysis.
Plutarch talks very briefly about their relationship, Bagoas is described as being Alexanders favourite[endnoteRef:1]. They are both at the palace of Gedrosia, where Alexander is allowing his men to rest and held a festival[endnoteRef:2], during the festival there were competitions in both song and dance, which Bagoas had won[endnoteRef:3]. After this then, Bagoas came up to Alexanders side as they were cheered on by the other Macedonians while they kissed[endnoteRef:4]. This interpretation is a more romantic one in comparison to the other interpretations later on. [1:  Plutarch lives Alexander 67]  [2:    Plutarch lives Alexander 67]  [3:    Plutarch lives Alexander 67]  [4:    Plutarch lives Alexander 67] 

When Quintus Curtius talks about the relationship between Alexander and Bagoas, he goes into more detail telling us that Bagoas was previously the lover of Darius and had then been presented as a gift to Alexander[endnoteRef:5]. This shows us that as a spoil of war, Bagoas had little choice in the relationship between himself and Alexander. Bagoas is also described as being exceptionally beautiful and is described as being ‘in the very flower of boyhood’[endnoteRef:6]. It is also Quintus that tells us that Bagoas influenced Alexander to pardon Nabarzanes[endnoteRef:7], this tells us that Bagoas must have been particularly special to Alexander if he would listen to someone who was as aforementioned a spoil of war.  [5:  Quintus Curtius History of Alexander 6 23]  [6:  Quintus Curtius History of Alexander 6 23]  [7:  Quintus Curtius History of Alexander 6 23] 

Later on, Quintus talks about how the Satrap Orsines gave presents to Alexander and his friends, but refused to give any presents to Bagoas, as he describes Bagoas as a harlot and therefore not worthy of gifts[endnoteRef:8]. After being snubbed, Quintus tells us that Bagoas began to influence Alexander with false accusations[endnoteRef:9]. As a result of this Bagoas was able to have Orsines executed, during his execution, Quintus tells us that he said that ‘it was new for a eunuch to reign’, referencing the power that Baogas seemed to possess over Alexander[endnoteRef:10]. This places Bagoas in a far more negative and manipulative light showing us a difference in interpretation between Quintus and Plutarch. [8:  Quintus Curtius History of Alexander 10 26]  [9:  Quintus Curtius History of Alexander 10 27-28]  [10:  Quintus Curtius History of Alexander 10 37] 

Dichaerchus briefly mentions that Alexander was highly distracted by Bagoas and that he would kiss him in front of the entire theatre saying that Alexander was Enthralled by Bagoas[endnoteRef:11], this supports the other two sources that suggest that Alexander was highly influenced by Bagoas and as a result must have valued him highly. [11:  Athenaeus 603b
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From these sources we can see that Bagoas despite his low position as a eunuch held considerable influence over Alexander enough to influence his political decisions. As a result Bagoas is painted in a negative light by most of the sources we have looked at here. 


