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Module aims

This module focuses on an historical problem, and aims to refine your historical skills through a study of primary materials. The module aims:

· to encourage you to acquire a broad knowledge of the Normans and the spread of their influence across Europe from the tenth to the twelfth century;
· to allow you to develop a close and critical familiarity with a substantial range of primary source material relating to the creation and development of the ‘Norman Myth’ and how it shaped their identity, culture and community;   

· to develop a detailed appreciation of historiographical issues surrounding aspects of Norman history in the Middle Ages.
Learning outcomes

By the end of the assessment of the module you should be able to:

· demonstrate a critical understanding of the various Norman kingdoms and principalities across Europe and the Holy Land
· demonstrate a critical understanding of the distinctive contribution of the Normans to the medieval world

· demonstrate a sophisticated knowledge of the creation and development of the ‘Norman Myth’, and the various forms in which this was propagated, including narrative histories, literature, art and architecture and religious practices, and how this helped create a sense of community and shared identity among the Normans 
· demonstrate advanced skills in the handling and interpretation of relevant primary source material

· show a critical understanding of the various historiographical debates and interpretations surrounding the purpose of the ‘myth’ and Norman identity  

Content
In 911 King Charles the Simple of France, tired of the constant attacks by Vikings on the Frankish coast, allowed Rollo, the leader of a marauding band to settle in Rouen. The king hoped that in thus promoting Rollo, the Viking would stop his countrymen from coming up the Seine and attacking Paris. During this module we will examine how this band of raiders became ‘The Normans’, one of the most powerful races in medieval Europe, and how their sense of shared identity and purpose contributed towards their success. We will look at their initial settlement and consolidation of power in Normandy, their conquests in Southern Italy and Sicily, the infamous ‘Norman Conquest’ of England, Scotland and Wales, and the spread of Norman influence across the Holy Land and Byzantium. In doing so, we will study the propagation of the ‘Norman Myth’ as evidenced through a wide variety of primary sources: histories and literature; castles, churches and cathedrals; and their artwork and illuminated manuscripts. Finally we will consider the contribution of this myth to the reality of Norman identity, and what legacy they had in Europe and further abroad.
Help and advice

The module tutor for ‘Identity and Myth: The Normans’ is Harriett Webster. If there are any questions please do not hesitate to ask me either after a session or contact me via email (h.webster@uwtsd.ac.uk). 

Timetable and teaching

The meetings for this module will be as follows:

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday mornings Please check you personal timetables frequently the Moodle page for room allocations and updates.
The teaching methods are a mixture of lectures and seminars, some face-to-face, some online. You will be expected to prepare for each session by reading material on Moodle.

The timetable below gives the dates, times, and broad subjects of each class. You will find a detailed guide to each session, with recommended reading, and questions and problems to consider in advance of the class, on Moodle.

Sessions:
Week 1: 
Introduction; Who were the Normans?

Arrival in Normandy and the creation of ‘Normanitas’
The Normans in Italy
Week 2: 
The Normans in Sicily 

1066 and all that

Conquest and Colonisation - the Bayeux Tapestry and Domesday Survey 

Week 3: 
Controlling the frontiers: the ‘Conquest’ of Scotland and Wales 
The Normans in the Holy Land


Religion and Power – Norman cathedrals and monastic networks 
Week 4: 
The Normans and Gestes


Towers and Power: the Normans and their Castles

Myth or Reality? Outside perspectives on the Normans
METHODS OF ASSESSMENT
ASSESSMENT 1
Deadlines: 11.59 PM 11 and 18 October
Portfolio of 2500 words. You are required to write commentaries on one short textual extract (1250 words), and one image (1250 words); together these assessments form 50% of the final module mark.
Sources provided separately
ASSESSMENT 2
Deadline: 11.59 PM 25 October 2026
Write one essay of 2500 words (worth 50%) from the following list
 

1. To what extent were the Normans united by a shared sense of identity?

2. To what extent were the achievements of the Normans in England the result of the same factors as those that explain their success in Southern Italy and Sicily?

3. ‘The concept of Normanitas is merely a literary device and bears little resemblance to reality.’ Discuss 

4. Did the Normans achieve a lasting legacy?

5. How useful is the Bayeux Tapestry as a source for the events surrounding the Norman invasion of England?
6. What does the artwork commissioned by the Normans tell us about how they wished to be perceived?

7. What role do histories play in the dissemination of the ‘Norman Myth’?
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