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Islam and Mortality
It is desirable for a Muslim to die at home, so that the body may be prepared properly. Before and just after death the Shahada and other prayers should be said to the dead/dying in hopes that they will give the right answers when tested by the Munkar and Nakir angles that appear to you after death. Once a Muslim has died, they try and point the head to face Mecca or to the right if this is not practical. The body is straightened and washed they try to keep the body flexible when possible. It is preferable to wash the body more than once and odd number of times (usually three). The body is usually washed by close relations of the same sex but can be done by members of the opposite sex if no Muslims of the same sex are available or the deceased had requested that someone wash them. After washing the body, the orifices are sealed, and it is placed in a shroud. They should be buried within twenty-four hours of death. The grave must be four foot deep for a male and five foot deep for a female. They are placed in a body sized cut out either dug into the side or the base of the grave. The grave should be angled so that when the head is turned to the right withing the grave it faces Mecca. The head should not be in contact with the ground, but the feet should.  There is then either a wall built of unfired brick in the side graves or a barrier of reeds to protect the body from the dirt place on top. If a Muslim while on the Haji they are generally buried where they fall, if a Muslim is martyred, they are also buried where they fell but with no washing. Muslims should be buried in separate graves unless they are a mother and child who died at the same time. Children are buried with prayers if they cried three times and without if not. Ideally there would be no grave marker but a blank headstone or a circle of stones around the body to discourage worship of the dead. Although practice has differed from theory with almost all Muslim Scholars being against in this and many Muslims choosing to inscribe the headstones and sometimes the wealthy have raised substantial monuments the grandest most notable of these being the Taj Mahal. Women tend to be kept away from Muslim funerals as it is thought that their wailing can distract the dead from the questioning of the angles. It is generally desirable for graves to be separate from the areas of the living although many settlements have expanded around older graveyards and notable people such as the prophet Mohamad have been memorialised in mosques or places of importance with-in towns. In Ciro, Egypt a city for the dead was raised so that mourners could stay near their loved ones for a forty-day morning period. It has now been inhabited by the urban poor. As Islam has expanded its influence its burial practices have been localised with prior traditions wherever it spread.
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