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‘Critically analyse the strategies for promoting inclusivity in a given UK curriculum.’
In this essay I will be critically discussing and analysing the use and promotion of inclusive practice within a UK curriculum. Inclusive practice is an approach that teachers use to ensure every child has access to resources and educational content so that they can be fully involved within their learning. Inclusive practice is also teaching children about diversity and equality, and making sure children are aware that every child is different but still has the same right and ability to be successful within their education and their future (Collier, 2019). 
I will be doing this by discussing policies and procedures, such as the Equality Act 2010 and UNCRC (United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child) that are intended by the government to deliver these practices, discussing research that support inclusion and why it is important, and analysing and evaluating how schools do, in fact, promote inclusion within their practice. To critically analyse inclusive practice, I will also be looking at some drawbacks on the approach and the reasoning behind it. 
I will be looking mainly at Primary school’s approaches as a whole towards inclusion within the Welsh curriculum and looking at how schools are promoting and implementing inclusion well and not so well within their setting.
Policies in regard to inclusion 
Inclusive practice in education is very important to children as this is where they will learn about diversity and discrimination, which they might not have had the experience to know within their homes. Having children from different backgrounds and abilities socialise and work together develops their social development and relationships for now and in the future as it opens their minds to the world and all its differences. An inclusive environment ensures that children get the best out of their education, and that they feel like they belong, building on their confidence as an individual (Opensocietyfoundations.org, 2019). Inclusion for every child within education is so important to a child’s development that the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (1989) have made it a right that all children, according to article 28, have the right to an education, and as the rights are applied to every child, no matter their race, colour, gender, religion, language, disability, it is mandatory that governments try and enforce these rights within schools (Save The Children, 2020). 
To not enforce these rights could lead to discrimination and exclusion of children within the classroom environment, and that can have a significant impact on the way they look at themselves and how others look at them. Excluding a child can make them feel worthless, like they do not belong, which will have a negative impact on their mental health, causing them to be less motivated to participate within their education. This can also cause bullying to take place as other children would not have been taught the understanding of differences, having effect on the child’s self-confidence and belief (MentallyHealthySchools.org, n.d.). 
As that is the reality of what would happen in an exclusive and discriminatory environment, the Welsh Government has enforced many rights and policies to ensure that those issues do not arise. The rights of children and their participation and inclusivity within education has been a part of the Welsh law for years, as it has been designed to include parts of the UNCRC through the Rights of Children and Young Persons (Wales) Measure 2011. However, Sally Holland, the current Children’s Commissioner for Wales, has been working on a project called What Next?/Beth Nesaf? which focuses on all the children’s rights that are stated by the UNCRC, and the education sector plays a main role within the enforcement of these said rights. Sally Holland will be keen on applying a ‘rights based approach’ by the end of her 7 years which will hopefully tackle the issues that have risen within schools and education such as student participation, meeting the needs of children with additional needs and groups who are sometimes marginalised, and the promotion of mental health (Holland, n.d.). The Welsh Curriculum 2022 will take these rights in their stride and implement them throughout as the UNCRC underpins the four purposes and all the areas of learning (Children’s Commissioner for Wales, n.d.). 
Alongside the UNCRC, Wales also follows the Equality Act 2010 which is made up of 9 previous individual acts that all support and tackle inequality and discrimination. This Act would be very useful for education leaders in trying to overcome inequality issues within maintained schools, independent schools and free schools. This Act set out clear, law abiding rules that schools must not discriminate, harass or victimise students in any way that would distract and harm their education and potential. Adding onto this Act in 2011, the Public Sector Equality Act was introduced which replaced the 3 individual legislations on equality that schools used to follow, and is now combined, meaning that schools do not need to necessarily have policies and procedures in place for equality as they must inevitably follow this Act regardless (Bolloten, 2013). 
Strategies for promoting inclusion
So how do schools tackle inequality and promote inclusion within their practice? Having a child with an Additional Learning Need is more than likely within a Welsh Primary school as this can range from having a medical need, to bereavement issues, to more physical issues such as a hearing impairment. Each one of these will have an impact on the way the child learns. In order to try and tackle this and ensure children are getting the right education and their needs met, the Welsh Government have put strategies in place to ensure an inclusive environment. 
The main aim for an inclusive environment is to ensure each child, in their own way, has access to the curriculum and can develop independently within a socially inclusive setting. To do this, schools will need to make modifications to the way they structure, teach and deliver work. For children with a visual or hearing impairment, it may be difficult to make impactful communication with others, nevertheless, there are ways in which this is overcome. Tactile symbols are a brilliant way for hearing impaired children to see and understand their daily routine, as it is a sequence of pictures structuring out the day, either upon the wall or even given to the child so they are aware of what is going on. Another useful strategy is sign language, which the child’s personal helper and the teacher will use to communicate with the child during lessons, and this can be passed onto the other pupils in class, so they can learn and understand how to communicate with their fellow classmate. Of course, teachers will need to be trained in sign language to enforce this, however school’s do have access to teachers in that profession that can come in and play the role of the helper (Wales, 2019).
Regarding the learning aspect, teachers will provide modified schoolwork such as bigger and bolder text, colouring adjustments on pictures and charts, and even braille to ensure the child is able to see and make an understanding of their work. Some schools may use verbal and clear instructions to explain the task and other will use visual aids and even audio to teach a class, and it has been shown that this way of teaching has been beneficial for the whole class in learning. These forms of teaching are called Low Vision Aids (Wales, 2019). From personal experience, schools also write in highlighted markers, mainly within the Foundation Phase, so that children can see the letter and words more clearly, and then it aids them to write out said word or letter correctly. 
Early intervention is key in Wales to ensure children are getting the correct guidance and help that they need from a young age. This helps in early diagnosis for young children meaning schools can then put actions into place. One of the most common learning needs is Autism, with 1 in 100 children being diagnosed in Wales. Although not every child with Autism struggles academically, there environment can become an issue with their anxiety and behaviour. To keep children with Autism engaged in lessons, schools have been using a ‘play-based/turn taking intervention’ in which a one on one activity involving the child and teacher is done to identify different meanings with different objects or movements, e.g. holding up a teddy means be quiet. This helps the child focus during lessons and gets them to engage and to focus their attention on the object. This was very effective within mainstream pre-schools (Education Wales, 2019).
Socialising is difficult for children with Autism therefore there are many ways in which to encourage this inclusion within the classroom. Prompting social interactions is a common way for teachers and specialists to ensure social learning, and they do this by suggesting certain games to play with other children or encouraging the child to talk to another, to develop that confidence. An example of this can be role playing in a cafe, usually within the classroom's role-playing area. The child with Autism can have brief interactions with other pupils by ordering something or being the person on the till. Encouraging this is called Social Skills Training (Education Wales, 2019) Another form of social inclusion is Lego therapy, where the child with Autism will learn to communicate, take turns, listen to instruction and problem solve with their other peers. Within practice, a teacher or teaching assistant will allocate certain roles to 3 pupils who will then have to work together to build a Lego construction. Although this can cause frustration initially, teachers will teach children propositions and use cue cards to help with the understanding of the instructions. Research has shown that this has developed their attention and engagement, making it a successful social inclusion activity (Brodie and Mather, 2017). 
Special Educational Needs is a subcategory to ALN, and these children need special provision and care in order to participate within school activities and learning. Within Welsh schools, there is a SEN policy that must be followed, which each member of staff must be aware of so that they know how to teach children with special educational needs. The child themselves will have a one-to-one support to help aid throughout the day, and as it is mandatory of the curriculum to focus on every learner, be flexible with teaching and to follow government policies, the child will be included within the classroom environment as much as possible and as practical. Schools will have a Special Educational Needs Coordinator that will be situated within the setting to aid more support to the child, but this all depends on time and availability (Welsh Government, 2009). 
Poverty is another factor that can cause exclusion within a school and the Welsh Government are fully aware of that, therefore has a specific grant in place to help children from deprived backgrounds to have the ability to be included within their education. The Pupil Development Grant is given to mainstream schools who are keen on overcoming the barrier of their pupils from poorer backgrounds so that they can have a fulfilling potential in education. In this grant schools will offer £125 to families who are eligible in helping with school uniforms, sport kits and equipment (Welsh Government, 2020), along with help with extra-curricular activities outside of school, such as sports or art. Estyn stated a report in 2012 on how disadvantage children would not get the same luxuries as advantaged children in exploring a wide range of experiences, therefore having this opportunity allows children to feel involved, and with the access to school trips, children are experiencing the same enrichments as other children. Disadvantaged children will have more to gain from these experiences as it creates a positive impact on their education because it helps them to participate, henceforth creating an inclusive environment (Welsh Government, 2015).
Although schools have been using inclusion strategies for decades, they have lacked in promoting inclusion for religion, ethnicity and sex relationships. School however have taught some Sexual Education lessons and conduct cultural weeks, they are not seen as core subjects. 
A report written in 2018 by Ethnic Minority and Youth Support Team Wales on the inequality that still exists within welsh schools against ethnic students, with it stating a ’white-washed’ curriculum distorts both the BAME pupils’ sense of self-worth as well as their own and their white peers’ understanding of their place and value in the world’ (Ethnic Minorities and Youth Support Team Wales, 2018). This is clearly an issue as the children do not even feel supported by their teachers, as most teachers have stated saying they do not feel comfortable in attending to a racist comment and the pupils also sense that, avoiding talking to teachers about their issues as they ‘would not understand’ (Ethnic Minorities and Youth Support Team Wales, 2018).
 However, in the light of recent events worldwide about the Black Lives Matter movement, Professor Charlotte Williams has been working with the Welsh Government to ensure schools in Wales teach children a diverse history, and not just about white history, as 8.3% of students over 5 are from a Black, Asian or Mixed Ethnicity group. Professor Williams believes this is possible as there is room within the flexible new Welsh curriculum to experiment and to teach this. However, there is only less than 1% of teachers in Wales who are Black, Asian or Mixed Ethnic making it slightly difficult to do as most teachers are afraid to touch on these subjects incase they come off as racist. Professor Williams encourages teachers to be bold and confident in teaching about slavery and colonising as it is a part of Welsh history as well (Flint, 2020). This will ensure BAME children are included within the education system, and hopefully open up minds of their peers on racism, and as well showing them in a different light with lessons based on black role models and mixed ethnicity artists and painters, instead of what they are pictured on the news or in films. 
As well as diversity being taught, Religious Education, Sex Education and Relationships is becoming compulsory for every child within the new Welsh curriculum 2022. These subjects have been taught throughout the entirety of Wales but was never compulsory, making it seem as if they were not important lessons. For many a years parents have had the right to pull their children from these classes as they wish, however, during the development of the new curriculum, Education Minister Kirsty Williams has stated that the curriculum will not allow parents to remove their children from these lessons, as they know how important it is for children to learn about other religion, cultures and sexuality. The development received mixed views from parents, with some families mentioning that they should have been told beforehand of this big change. On the other hand the overall reviews were positive, with one parent saying she wanted her child to "to understand that we are all different and there are people who lives different lives to us and most importantly I want them to be open-minded and respectful of other people and their beliefs." (BBC News, 2020).
Along with teaching modifications, the classroom environment and school ethos need to promote inclusivity as well, to ensure that the message gets delivered effectively. A good example of this, according to Estyn (2014) is Hafod Primary School in Swansea who developed a Framework promoting inclusion, with parents and the community needing to adhere as well. The school is situated in a very deprived area of Wales, with 30% of 233 pupils having free school meals, and a total of 15 different languages get spoken throughout the school. 
The school thrives on their caring and inclusive ethos which echoes throughout, and the children get taught about their rights and responsibilities, meaning they have a strong sense of respect towards themselves and others. The school celebrates diversity and differences throughout the school by displaying it within classrooms and corridors, to enhance the children’s understanding, and every pupil has access to the school life. They do this so well by allowing the children’s voices to be heard, in the form of different groups such as the ‘caring crew’ who once a week go around the classrooms, collecting children's views and suggestions about the school and feeding it back to the teachers. This makes each child feel as though their voices are being heard, creating very confident individuals who feel belonged. Year 6 pupils also work alongside the head of the school and local governors in classroom observations and pupils' interviews to get feedback on how the school is teaching, thus creating very motivated, independent learners as they take pride in how they learn. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]According to Estyn (2014) this is a very well included school and because of this nearly every child has a sense of value and respect for themselves and others around them. 
Conclusion
The Welsh Government and Curriculum have been implementing inclusion very well over the last phew decades, with legislations such as the Equality Act 2010 ensuring that children from all different abilities and backgrounds are being treated as equal as possible to their ability, and supplying extra support when needed, such as the Pupil Development Grant. Primary schools in Wales are achieving inclusion effectively regarding Additional Learning Needs, as mentioned in the essay, that all the changes to resources and implementation are having a positive affect not only the child in need but also the whole class. 
On the other hand, it is safe to say that Welsh schools are lacking in including diversity and more broader subjects such as religion and sex as pupils still feel as though there is gap, and children are still being racist and closed minded about all the different lives and backgrounds people have. Therefore, it is brilliant news that the new Welsh Curriculum 2022 is implementing these changes and trying to include more ethnicity within their learning and making it compulsory for children to receive Religious and Sex Education. 
With the UNCRC being threaded throughout the new curriculum to ensure every child is treated fairly and without exclusion, I feel as though Wales is moving in the right direction and children will be benefiting massively from the new developments.
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