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[bookmark: _Hlk151042929]Abstract

The aim of this dissertation was to investigate the causes and effects of Terrorism within the UK from the year 2000 to present times. The researcher has performed an in-depth analysis of pre-existing academic literature surrounding topics as it is relevant to modern day policing, the general safety of the British public, and future areas of development to consider when tackling the fight against terrorism. 
To enable a general conception and understanding of terrorism, a questionnaire was distributed to policing departments who are most likely to already have a general understanding of the topic. Additionally, an analysis of results with existing literature to consider areas of importance when considering questions for participants provided the pillars and basis of this dissertation.
The findings of the project support a considerable amount of literature analysed in chapter two. The common themes entrenched within this dissertation are: social media and news platforms provide terror groups free publicity, the causes of terrorism are generally motivated by a wide range of factors, and that members of the public stereotype ethnic minorities as a consequence of terrorism.
Following the completion of the project, the dissertation achieved its aim of answering the question: “What are the causes and effects of terrorism within the UK from the year 2000 to present?”, supportive of this research question are the results of the questionnaire analysis and existing academic literature. 
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Chapter 1 – Introduction

This topic has been selected as it is relevant to modern day policing and the general safety of the British public. Despite acts of terror not being as often in the UK as other countries such as the United States, Landman (2007) notes, the fear remains permanently present. This topic is worthy of consideration due to the relevance it has and the abundance of research readily available to delve into and to assess the current threat level that exists.
1.1 Background
Understandably terrorism is not solely relating to just the United Kingdom, a comparison will be completed and reviewed on how the UK currently compares to previous years and decades when acts of Terror have occurred on British soil. Research suggests that Terrorism has existed for approximately 200 years and throughout this period, the intention of instilling fear to the public maintains its reputation (Garrison, 2004). 
With information provided from Hill (2018) on the “Report of the Independent Reviewer of Terrorism Legislation on the operation of The Terrorism Acts 2000 and 2006”, he notes the “threat level within the UK remained at ‘Severe’ after the 2017 terrorist attacks on Manchester, London Bridge, Finsbury Park and Parsons Green. To assist with a review of those, more recent terror attacks, the 2017 Terror Attacks Review: 2018 report shows an in-depth review regarding what went wrong, what needs to change, and the government’s response to the intelligence and security surrounding those events.
1.2 Aim and objectives.
The purpose of this research is to elaborate on current literature and reports surrounding Terrorism and the support readily available within the United Kingdom. There is an abundance of information available that is relevant to Terrorism within the UK that covers large, linked areas such radicalisation, grooming and money laundering. Aims of the research is to explore in depth the concepts behind modern terrorism, it’s causes, and how it affects the UK. 
The information gathered by the form of a questionnaire will provide insight into the perception of Terrorism within the police force and partnering agencies. The key objectives are list as below:
-Definition, general perception, and concept of the term terrorism – What do police employees perceive Terrorism to be & what do they think the definition is?
-Causes, events, and effects of terror attacks – Can police employees identify what causes Terror and Terrorism? What a Terror attack can be defined as?
To answer the aim and questions imposed, a cross examination of studies, reports and reviews will be conducted to provide similarities and dissimilarities nationally (Police forces and counter-terror agencies in the UK).
 Furthermore, an elaborate questionnaire aimed at police employees will provide a wide range of evidence to support the aims and objectives mentioned above.
1.3 Research Rationale
Previous research suggests vulnerable people are more at risk of being radicalised within the education department and how it presents risk to those persons, their families, and the public (Chisholm, Coulter & Public, 2017). 
Throughout the research conducted thus far, three common themes are apparent in almost all research available: radicalisation, financial funding, and criminal activity (United Nations, 2018). Terrorism is dependent on these components for global terror events to exist (Levy and Yusuf, 2021). Throughout this research these components will be prevalent to the comparisons and cross-analysis of readily available studies, reports, and reviews within the UK and across the globe.
This research is extremely relevant as it has a direct effect on the entire British population, countries overseas, as well as individuals who visit the UK.
1.4  Structure 
The following chapters will be outlined to ensure each objective is completed. Chapter two of the dissertation will provide an analysis of previous and current academic understanding of the definitions of terrorism, and the cause and effect of terrorism. 
Chapter three will provide a methodology and the appropriate research techniques to obtain information, results, and themes drawn from data analysis. 
Chapter four will analyse chapter three’s data with the intention of discovering and discussing common themes from chapter three data analysis.
Finally, chapter five will conclude the dissertation and completed the final objective of acknowledging the implications of the research as well as recommendations for future research as a result of this dissertation.
1.5  Conclusion
The first chapter has successfully displayed the context surrounding the research topic of terrorism, its causes and effects, the outlining of project aims and objectives, and the requirements for further exploration of literature research.























Chapter 2 – Literature Review

2.1 Introduction
The purpose of this chapter is to review current literature to identify current pieces of academic work, journals and books that are available, particularly focusing on UK police forces and counter terrorism organisations. The aim of the review is to also examine the causes and effects of Terrorism within the UK, and how the respective organisations detect, prevent, and combat those events. It will consider the effectiveness of strategies and programmes in place by these organisations to identify any gaps in current literature and provisions that may be considered in the future to assist in the prevention of terrorism. Lastly, the review will analyse current challenges and evolving threats to consider whether they are appropriate with modern day terrorism. The first chapter provides an understanding of the first objective in this dissertation:

[bookmark: _Hlk141182029]To comprehend the term ‘Terrorist’ and investigate the cause and effect of Terrorism within the UK from 2000 to Present.

Terrorist definition and Perception.

According to Karimi et al., (2017), there isn’t a clear definition for Terrorism however, it can be summarised as the instillment of fear, loss of life, and destruction on a global scale. This assists in understanding that there is a lack of general conception and knowledge regarding the general understanding of what Terrorism is. Due to the lack of understanding on definition, raising awareness to bridge the gap on misinformation and increase general knowledge can only provide positives. Supportive of this literature Singer (2015) notes, an international consensus has provided insight into the objective and subjective factors of a crime of international terrorism in times of peace, which include three main factors:
(i) “Acts normally criminalised under national penal systems.”
(ii) “Which are intended to provoke a state of terror in the population or coerce a state or international organisation to take (or abstain from) some sort of action.”
(iii) “Are politically or ideologically motivated.”
Therefor the term Terrorism can be perceived as a genus to cover a wide range of acts.
Modern terrorism can be referred to as the ‘Religious Wave’ often referred to as the ‘Jihad era’ shows that although violence on the behalf of religion is not a modern theory, the current terror attacks that occur nowadays provide insight into how impactful religion is on the human subconscious (Rapoport, 2011). 
Significance of studying terrorism in the UK (2000-present).
Studying terrorism in the UK is important for numerous reasons. Since 2000 the UK has been victim to various major terrorist attacks, such as the 7/7 London bombings in 2005, and the Manchester Arena bombing in 2017. To comprehend the factors that contribute to terrorism and analysing the methods utilised by terror groups, studies such as this one can assist in further development of effective counter-terrorism strategies and programs, inevitably enhancing national security. 

2.1.1 Causes of Terrorism within the UK (2000-present).

The causes of terrorism within the UK from 2000 to present are dexterous and can be influenced by infinite factors, the list if not exhaustive (Al Sumait et al., 2009). In this literature review I will provide the most common themes to provide insight into the main causes of terrorism in the UK.
2.1.2 Islamist Extremism and radicalisation.
Extremism and radicalisation among the Muslim communities have been major issues in the UK (Manchester Area Inquiry, 2023). Extremist concepts have an impact on vulnerable individuals, inspiring them to commit violent acts of terror as well as recruit others to assist (Piazzi, 2011). To address this threat and foster community ties against extremism, the British Government implemented counter-radicalisation measures (Saggar, 2019).

2.1.3 Radicalisation and extremism.
Prominent factors contributing to the causes of radicalisation in the UK are social exclusion, persons who are isolated, and resentment towards the UK. These factors play a key role as driving forces for each individual sharing extremist ideologies (Frank & Gruber, 2012). The rise in jihadi networks across the world such as the Islamic State (ISIS) and Al-Qaeda have increased the likelihood of terror attacks in the UK, these networks have used modern day technology such as social media and other online platforms to infiltrate governments, recruit, inspire, and radicalise British citizens to direct their attacks on in the UK (Hossain, 2015).



2.1.4 Far-right extremism and radicalisation.

The UK has witnessed a concerning rise in far-right extremism and radicalisation (or domestic terrorism) since 2000. According to Home Office UK (2021), groups such as Combat 18, National Action, and Britain First whose aims are to target ethnic and religious groups, LGBTQ+ communities, politicians and public figures, and national institutions and infrastructure. There are several contributing factors regarding radicalisation which share the same methods as Islamic extremism such as the exploitation of online platforms to spread propaganda, recruit members, and organise acts of violence on the British public (Rushchenko, 2019).

2.1.5 Homegrown Terrorism.

This refers to persons who were either born or raised in the UK who have become involved in extremist activities via radicalisation, local networks, social media and extremist websites, and local communities with radical ideologies (Aly, 2013). Cities with large diverse communities have local preachers or influential figures who exploit vulnerable individuals to disseminate their propaganda and ‘brainwash’ them into sharing terrorist theories (Jore, 2020). Previous research suggests vulnerable people are more at risk of being radicalised within education departments such as students and how they present risk to those persons, their families, and the public (Chisholm, Coulter & Public, 2017).
Additionally, Jihadi inspired ideological motivations relate to extremists who only accept Islam as the path to human righteousness and believe Jihad is the main belief in Islam. Jihadi’s support Sharia Law as outline for current Muslim society and believe it should be mandatory, they also wish to bring about change through means of violence in place of peaceful political agendas (Freilich et al., 2014).
Socioeconomical factors also play a key role by influencing terrorism within the UK. Economic deprivation and lack of education cause people to adopt extreme views and resort to terrorism, the correlation between those and political extremism resonates to government officials and other high profile political members of society in the UK and the world. The “Draft Report on Young Muslims Extremism” states the issue Muslims in the UK experience is a feeling that divides the Muslim community, specifically young men who are disaffected by Muslim beliefs pose a threat to become isolated, this includes those who are well educated and have good wealth prospects (Turnball, 2004), Krueger (2018). When individuals or communities feel excluded from society, they may seek a sense of belonging through extremist ideologies or groups. The feeling of alienation can lead to a sense of grievance, resentment, and anger. Terror groups exploit these areas of vulnerability for their own gain to recruit these individuals who feel disconnected and provide them with a sense of purpose and belonging. The addressing of social marginalisation and promoting inclusiveness is a key factor in preventing grooming and radicalisation (Cincu, 2016). 
Literature from Frammolino (2016) states, disadvantaged populations may experience feelings of resentment and unfairness resulting in extreme economic disparity, which may prompt some people to look for radical alternatives or joint extremist organisations. Terrorist groups may take advantage or these differences by posing as advocates for the underprivileged and pledge to solve economic inequities. Economic inequality can also limit access to basic necessities such as healthcare, education, and food, further escalating social tension (Jackson & Lacey, 2007). 

2.2 Effects of terrorism within the UK (2000-present).

Terrorism has a profound effect on numerous areas of the world whether it be directly or indirectly. Those directly affects would include members of the public who have been injured, killed, or fearful of the likelihood of being victim to such thing. Whereas indirectly affected can be considered those who are subject to racism, harassment, victimisation and so on. For example, Muslim communities to this day are stereotyped members of the public as well as Far Right groups for being ‘Terrorists’ simply because of their appearance and/or beliefs (Abbas, 2019).

2.2.1 Human casualties and injuries.

Worldwide, terrorism has claimed many lives and injured even more. Numerous people have been hurt, traumatised, and their lives destroyed. Despite causing physical destruction, terrorism has a negative psychological and emotional impact on individuals, communities, and nations (Baucum & John, 2020).

2.2.2 Analysis of major terrorism attacks and their impact.
In 2017, London and Manchester saw four attacks by terror groups using vehicles, explosives and knifes to kill and injure members of the public. Johnson (2019) notes a total of 36 people were killed in these attacks, and almost 200 were injured. According to Anderson (2017), although concerning, these attacks in fact united the UK from all races and beliefs to grieve, mourn and empathise with those who were victim to these attacks. However post-attack crimes and incidents did increase, according to the Victim Support Organisation there was a 59% rise in hate crime cases following the Manchester attack. 
Diana Fawcett, Victim support’s operations director stated: 
“When a tragic and horrific terror incident happens, it affects so many lives. ‘We know that incidents such as these can sadly trigger hate crime and these figures show how innocent people across the country have suffered merely because of their race and religion. ‘It is important that people across the country stand together and are united. We must not allow terrorists to cause a divide among us as that is what they want (Fawcett, 2017)”.
Evident of a knock-on effect, direct attacks provide insight into the indirect consequential effects caused as a response to the attacks. Whether this was one of the terror groups aims or not, it is a detrimental impact to British society and its communities (Corbin et al., 2002).

2.2.3 Psychological trauma and post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD).
Beside death, physical injury is considered the most impactful outcome of terror attacks. Acts of terror have been shown to have an immediate and long-term negative effect on members of the public’s mental health (Paz et al., 2016). PTSD can affect people who have experienced or seen terrorism-related incidents. Given that terrorism entails violence, anxiety, and a sense of helplessness. It has the potential to cause severe trauma (Foa et al., 2005). The risk of having PTSD increases for those who have personally experienced events such as, first responders, witnesses, and those who have lost loved ones to terrorist circumstances (Dolberg et al., 2010).
2.3 Legal and Security measures to combat terrorism.
Measures to combat terrorism must aim at both political and violent forms but must also retain basic values and legitimacy, this includes legal policies, data protection restrictions, and other ethical approaches (Walker, 2011).

2.3.1 Strengthening of counter-terrorism legislation.
In the UK, the government enacted the Infrastructure and Projects Authority (IPA) examines and takes into account human rights and legal acts for an ethical approach to detecting terrorist activity, this identified evidence that terror groups had familiarised themselves with modern communication technology and were using it to radicalise, groom and orchestrate terror attacks (Bartlett et al., 2013). There were also findings that some legislative measures had failed to combat terrorist communications such as:
Section 1 of the Terrorism Act 2006 – The use or threat is made for the purpose of advancing a political, religious (racial) or ideological cause.
Section 2 of the Terrorism Act 2006 – The offence to distribute a terrorist publication with the intention of encouraging acts of terrorism (Terrorism Act, 2006).
Section 57 of the Terrorism Act 2000 – A person commits an offence if he possesses an article in circumstances which give rise to a reasonable suspicion that his possession is for a purpose connected with the commission, preparation, or instigation of an act of terrorism.
Section 58 of the Terrorism Act 2000 – Make it’s an offence to collect or make a record of information of a kind likely to be useful to a person committing or preparing an act of terrorism (Terrorism Act, 2000).
The utilisation of doctrinal methodologies or ‘letter of the law’ rather than law in action makes it near impossible for counter terrorist programmes to monitor the entire UK populations communication data, and that pre-emptive measures such as these were in fact criminal offences (Boer, 2015).

2.4 Impact on civil and individual rights.
Human rights are universal principles that set out legal framework to defend people and groups from criminal action that violate fundamental rights, entitlements, and human dignity. These treaties are universal and protect individuals against torture, inhuman or degrading treatment, punishment, and many others (College of Policing, 2015). Alternatively, terrorist group aims are commonly known to disrupt those rules of law and attack the values at the centre of the United Nations (UN) objectives. Terrorism has a direct impact on numerous human rights such as the right to life, freedom and integrity, causing instability towards peace, safety, social and economic growth, the fundamentals of human rights (Carter & Carter, 2009). To satisfy the obligations the UN have set out, effective counter-terrorism measures are required to be in place to prevent those rights from being withheld. The difficulty within those rights set out is the duties nations must protect all individuals, proving difficult for them to combat terrorism without being in breach of their own practises. The complexity of challenges counter-terrorist organisations face is significant, most countries have noted they are met with a double ended sword when attempting to combat terrorism, they are also breaching their obligations under human rights law to obtain information and intelligence for prevention and national security (Hale-Ross, 2018).
2.4.1 Emerging challenges and evolving threats.

The conflicting aim to prevent terrorism and retain human rights proves challenging, as seen above. The obligations to maintain domestic security falls short of human rights and most counter-terrorism measures are in fact adopted from pre-existing legislation. Despite this, in exceptional circumstances certain restrictions are permissible, enabling countries to use necessary flexibilities whilst also complying with their obligations under the human rights act such as:
A. The interference of an individual’s rights to prevent terrorist activity.
B. The limitation on human rights must be necessary and proportionate to the offence in question. (Council of Europe, 2005).

2.4.2 Adaptation of terror tactics and strategies.
Home Office UK provide a counter-terrorism strategy (CONTEST) notes the internet continues to make radicalisation content more accessible and that pre-existing methods that require a face-to-face activity is become less often, proving more difficult for prevention strategies to be imposed (Home Office, 2023).

2.4.3 Technology.
Technology is readily available across the globe, accelerating availability of modern technology and online platforms inevitably providing opportunities to hide terrorist networks, spread propaganda and enable terror attacks (United Nations, 2008). Artificial Intelligence (AI) has implications for counterterrorism and the threats terrorists behold, terror activity will continue to become more sophisticated with the likes of end-to-end encryption and the option of anonymity when communicating online. Again, Human Rights laws play a key role alongside the General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR, 2018), recipients of data from the GDPR are shared securely IF strictly necessary to the organisations such as the Police, Home Officer, Immigration, Probation, and other relevant agencies (Lancashire Country Council, ND).

2.5 Conclusion.
In conclusion to this literature review, it is evident there’s a considerable amount of research that has been carried out by counter terror organisations, governments, and councils to assist with the understanding of the term terrorist, the cause and effect of terrorism, and the efforts and implications of countering it. The literature review revealed previous research has concluded that terrorism is a multi-faceted phenomenon that is every changing, and as a result of that research with be on-going indefinitely. The purpose of terror attacks is consistently described in literature as anti-governmental terror groups who wish to disrupt nations that have alternative agendas to themselves (Frammolino, 2016).  The literature review also found that the vulnerabilities of people who face diversity, alienation and resentment often seek purpose and a sense of inclusiveness within terrorist groups (Cincu, 2016). The literature review outlines that there are certain gaps in the research regarding the restrictions on investigatory powers under The Terrorist Acts whilst complying and coinciding with The Human Rights Act.


Chapter Three - Methodology
3.1 Introduction
This chapter will provide insight to the reader on how the study will be carried out, this is often referred to as the Methodology. A methodology is a systematic approach for the purpose of research or problem solving. Which outlines the steps, techniques, and tools selected to gather, analyse, and interpret data or information. This section provides an important outcome that will add to the study, and will identify strengths, weaknesses and problems encountered within the study and includes a target audience of specific departments such as Wales Extremism and Counter Terrorism Unit (WECTU), The Criminal Investigation Department (CID), The Major Crime Investigation Team (MCIT), The Neighbourhood Policing Team (NPT), and police response teams.
As outlined in the literature review, there is a gap in current academic research and knowledge surrounding Western Muslim minorities. For example, the relationship between geographical segregation and social trust, specifically from a community policing perspective. These are beginning to be addressed methodically. To do so, research must be completed. Research is the process of increasing knowledge and awareness in relation to a specific topic or interest (Saunders et al., 2016).
Primary can be regarded as information collected by an individual, gathered for a specific reason or purpose. Whereas secondary research can be regarded as information collected from previous studies completed by other persons with potentially different intentions (Bryman, 2016).
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Description automatically generated]One of the most common methods of primary data collection is the use of “The Research Onion”, created by (Saunders et al., 2016). 
This method of research provides the research process for this dissertation, including the specific research techniques. 

3.2 Research Strategy
The strategy to be used will be by creating a questionnaire using Outlook Microsoft Forms which will be available to completed online via hyperlinks on the Police Intranet. This approach accepts that this is a sensitive subject and face to face interviews may be considered off-putting. By creating an online questionnaire, anonymity would be considered appropriate for those participants who may otherwise be unwilling to participate. This method is efficient, ethical, and straightforward. By limiting the results analysis to 50 participants, consistency and an in-depth analysis of results can be achieved.
3.3 Data Collection and Analysis
As a result of the gaps, this study will undergo primary research to provide answers to these topics and assist to bridge the gap in existing literature. Carrying out this method of research will facilitate a better understanding from a societal and organisational perception and perspective. Primary research will be conducted within this methodology which is the gathering of data directly collected by the researcher from a group of individuals. In doing so, this will increase participants understanding, awareness, and confidence when met with the topic. 
The use of a questionnaire will enable participants to answer yes or no questions, as well as strongly agree to strongly disagree answers, ending with open questions to provide insight into the participants perceptions of Terrorism and a ‘don’t know’ option where necessary.
To conduct the data collection, a questionnaire consisting of quantitative and qualitative research methods will be sent out to participants via the police intranet website with the target audience including specifically handpicked departments such as Wales Extremism and Counter Terrorism Unit (WECTU), The Criminal Investigation Department (CID), The Major Crime Investigation Team (MCIT), The Neighbourhood Policing Team (NPT), and police response teams. This will enable the questionnaire to gauge an understanding within each department on the comprehension of terrorism within the UK, and how each department believe the causes and effects of terrorism may differ. The importance of targeting these specific departments is that they are vital areas of policing organisations, and it is crucial for them to understand the ever-growing threat of terrorism and how to act accordingly from a national security standpoint. 
By using approximately 10 participants from each of the 5 respective departments, the research gathered will provide a variety of answers and considerations which can be collated, disseminated, and displayed into various charts to show the findings and establish any themes or future recommendations. 
3.4 Time Horizon
A cross-sectional study via a questionnaire will be completed due to this being a small study and can be deemed the most appropriate time horizon as it allows opportunity for future studies.  
3.5 Limitations and Potential Problems
Due to several factors such as the nature of the topic and the likelihood of willing participants, time constraints may have an influence on the total number of participants. Furthermore, the departments involved may not have come across terrorist incidents before such as NPT or members of Response. To mitigate this, the average time to complete the question is short at 7 minutes.
The limitations envisaged are only South Wales Police as a force are completing the questionnaire which subsequently hinders the pool of participants. Additionally, numerous other dissertation questionnaires are likely to be sent out at similar times meaning potential participants may disregard the link or email sent.
Participants may struggle to comprehend certain parts of the questionnaire which may reflect in the results. To mitigate this, a ‘don’t know’ option to certain questions will suffice.
3.6 Ethical Considerations
Ethical reviews completed individually prior to commencing a study is a core component of research ethics. Ethical considerations are the most important process of completing a dissertation which will include, protecting the rights of research participants, enhancing research validity, and maintaining research integrity. When involving a questionnaire, an ethic form has been completed prior to the commencement of the dissertation to ensure approval, confidentiality, and ethically accepted. Further considerations will include, voluntary participation, informed consent, anonymity, confidentiality, and the potential for harm or distress.
3.7 Conclusion
This chapter has successfully identified and provided a suitable and appropriate form of methodology to be used for the dissertation. The next chapter will analyse data obtained during the distribution and completion of participating colleagues’ questionnaires.







Chapter Four - Results
4.1 Introduction
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Description automatically generated]The previous chapter of the dissertation provided insight into each phase of the methodology for the research project utilising the model provided by Saunders (et al., 2016). This chapter will attempt to achieve objective one: To comprehend the term ‘Terrorist’ and explain the cause and effect of Terrorism within the UK from 2000 to Present. The targeted participants of the questionnaire were individuals within police departments which include, Wales Extremism and Counter Terrorism Unit (WECTU), the Criminal Investigation Department (CID, the Major Crime Investigation Team (MCIT), the Neighbourhood Policing Team (NPT), and response policing teams. The questionnaire was emailed to supervisors to distribute to their teams in each department. Questionnaires for each of the five departments were analysed. As a result, a total of 55 completed questionnaires were analysed.
As noted in figure 1.1, response officers have completed 33% of the questionnaires whereas WECTU only completed 11% of the questionnaires. Provided that the dissertation is of extremist nature, the WECTU departments responses could have potentially been used as expert guidance. 
4.2 Data Analysis
This provides the most crucial and comprehensive part of any research, it enables analysis, the summary of collected and interpreted data, and involves the use of analytical and logical reasoning to understand themes, trends, and patterns. 

4.3 Method for Analysis
Due to the data being both quantitative and qualitative, it was crucial to distinguish between the common themed answers from the qualitative sections. To do this, data was dissected in two parts of the questionnaire, a graph was created to display the quantitative section whereas the quantitative section was grouped into similar and dissimilar answers. Each department was given a letter and number such as C1 for a participant from CID, so that the dissertation would reflect results of each departments answers while also maintaining anonymity.
4.4 Questionnaire Findings
[image: A blue circle with a triangle in the middle

Description automatically generated]4.4.1 Theme One: In your opinion, are social media and news platforms providing Terror Groups publicity?
As shown in figure 2.1 53 out of 55 participants responded ‘yes’ to this question which equates to 96% from the findings. This supports the findings of studies previously undertaken by Hossain (2015) & Aly (2013) who stated terror networks have used social media and other online platforms to infiltrate governments, recruit, inspire, and radicalise British citizens to direct their attacks on British soil. 



4.4.2 Theme Two: What fuels Terrorism?
[image: ]
Figure 3.1 provided a variety of answers, 51 of 55 participants or 93% answered ‘All the above’, the answers included in this tick box question were as follows: 
1.	Poverty
2.	Political factors
3.	Religious beliefs or ideologies
4.	Socioeconomical factors
5.	Social marginalisation and alienation
6.	Historical grievances
7.	Mental illness
8.	All the above
9.	None

Whereas one participant from the Neighbourhood Policing department ticked only answer 3. This result supports the literature of Goodwin (2019) notes forms of violence or lethal action as acts of terrorism however, the list of what fuels terrorism is not exhaustive and can include political factors, religious beliefs, etc. 
4.4.3 Theme Three: Do you believe the UK’s terror threat is increasing?
[image: ]46 of 55 participants answered ‘yes’, 9 answered ‘no’.

An analysis of the answers shown in Figure 4.1 was collaborated into a graph to display an average of which policing departments believed a terror threat was not increasing. 
Three answers cited the Covid-19 pandemic as a positive event for national security as strict, rigid rules were imposed worldwide. Alternatively, 8 of the 50 participants who answered ‘yes’ also stated Covid-19 has increased social marginalisation & alienation, and national tensions, particularly with the British Government and the covid breaches they incurred. 
[image: ]4.4.4 Theme Four: Do you believe members of the public stereotype ethnic minorities as a consequence of terrorism?

Figure 5.1 shows 45 of 55, or 82% participants answered ‘Yes’ to this question, an overwhelming response to a question that may provoke alternative answers if posed to members of the public. Supportive of this, Welch (2016) notes the media portrayal that all terrorist members of the 9/11 attack were of Arabic descent, and that this has remained at the forefront of people’s minds when imagining a terrorist. 
[image: ]4.4.5 Theme Five: Will Terrorism always exist?

Figure 6.1 displays a variety of answers, 30 or 55% of participants ‘Strongly Agreed, 23 or 41% of participants agreed, and 2 or 4% disagreed. At present, there is little literature to prove or disprove the theory of whether Terrorism will always exist.
4.4.6 Theme Six: In your own words, what is Terrorism to you? – General consensus.
Overall, 54 of 55 participants had a consensus and understanding of what terrorism is. Of the 55 participants, 54 of them were all able to identify key words such as “the use of threat”, “violent acts”, and “fear”, were included in those answered. This supports the general definition of what Terrorism is. 1 participant responded, “not sure”. 
4.4.7 Theme Seven: What preventative security measures might a government take in defence of a potential future terrorist attack?
[image: ]
Figure 7.1 shows the overwhelming result of 100% responding ‘all of the above’.


4.5 Conclusion
In conclusion, this chapter has successfully presented findings of the research in the form of qualitative and quantitative questionnaire data. The study analysis of data identified that overall, terrorism and its groups used social media platforms and local news as a platform to promote, recruit and instil fear worldwide. The study also identified that serving police officers in neighbouring roles overwhelmingly believe that terrorism is multifaceted and ever-changing which prevents counter-terrorism organisations from maintaining national safety indefinitely. This chapter effectively analysed the data obtained from participants belief that the UK’s terror threat is increasing, the recommendations must be made for raising awareness and spotting the signs to enhance awareness on a organisational basis, as well as nationally, and internationally.















Chapter Five – Findings and Conclusions.
5.1 Introduction
Throughout the dissertation, numerous findings have presented themselves in each section of the project and directly correlate with similar findings discovered in chapter two of the dissertation. As a result of the qualitative and quantitative data collected, prominent themes have emerged that directly correspond to findings within this dissertation.
5.2 Main Findings
Based on the findings from primary research, it is apparent from participants the general perception of terrorism is that it’s continued to evolve, the threat level has increased, and that terrorism will always exist.
5.2.1 Do social media and news platforms provide terrorist groups publicity?
Theme one, social media and news platforms provide terrorist groups publicity, 96% of participants support the opinion that these platforms enable terror groups to spread their messages across the world. Supportive of this, Barbera (2015) notes social media provides increased exposure of members of the public to diverse political information and political views, this in turn suggests that extreme views can emerge. According to prior research Piazza (2021), there is an alarming association between social media and domestic terrorist events. It is argued that greater social media use promotes terrorist recruitment. Supportive of this, Speckhard & Ellenberg (2020) states that terrorist groups use online and social media tools to recruit and radicalise potential terrorists. Furthermore since 2008, Weimann (2015) found that terror groups often use social media platforms including Facebook, Twitter, and YouTube to spread terrorist ideology, political views, as well as recruit and radicalise individuals. Despite terrorist organisations being able to use Facebook for all the above, research has provided insight surrounding terrorist group tendencies to become reliant on Facebook for recruitment, Twitter for communicating their methods or strategies, and YouTube for training such as how to make explosives at home, and even combatant techniques (Conway, 2017).


5.2.2 Do members of the public stereotype ethnic minorities as a consequence of terrorism?
Theme four, 82% of participants believed members of the British public stereotype ethnic minorities as a consequence of terrorism. Noted in a news article by The Mirror (Young, 2019) describes the suspect in the Christchurch attack in New Zealand as “angel” boy who grew into a far-right evil killer. This compared to the 2016 Nightclub attack in Florida “Omar Mateen, an ISIS Maniac Kills 50 in a Homosexual Nightclub”. The evident dismissal of media outlets biasness towards the differences in ethnicities supports the theme that stereotypes, and unconscious bias play a key role in the department of a terrorist’s profile. Supportive of this D’Orazio & Salehyan (2018) notes members of the public are more likely to assume a terror attack has occurred by an Arabic or Asian perpetrator rather than a white person.
5.2.3 Do you believe the UK’s terror threat is increasing?
Theme three, 84% of participants agreed the UK’s terror threat level is increasing. Supportive of this, a recent news article reports MI5 have considered raising the UK’s terror threat level due to the recent outbreak of the Israel-Hamas war. Although the survey was completed prior to these attacks, what can be considered and comparable is the Ukraine – Russia on-going war. Both have prompted counterterror organisations such as MI5 to predict the possibility of the UK being targeted, the UK’s threat level has been at ‘substantial’ since 2019 (Ross and Mcdonald, 2023). This directly supports 84% of participants who answered ‘Yes’ to the UK’s terror threat increasing and can do so at any time. However, 8 participants cited the Covid-19 as a positive event for the UK’s national security as stricter rules and legalisation was in place. This enabled governments across the world such as the UKs to have an increased level of control over the British public and how the terror threat appeared reduced. Within the Covid pandemic and acts of terror you can find similarities which reflect on one another such as the loss of loved ones, the unpredictability of the threat, life changing experiences, mental health issues such as PTSD, and many more (Shelef et al., 2022). 
5.2.4 Will Terrorism always exist?
Theme five, 96% agreed or strongly agreed that terrorism will always exist. 
Supportive of this Jayes (2022) notes further research is required to directly identify root causes of terror groups and their use of violence to achieve their objectives, and that it is unlikely a one size fits all solution will be effective to combat terror tactors. Furthermore Jayes (2022) suggests that approaches to end terror or reduce the likelihood of terror attacks by the efforts to tailor-make plans and methods by local leaders who understand the needs of their communities and make efforts to address them with genuine intentions.
5.3 Recommendations
These recommendations are based on the perspective of various findings made whilst completing the research project and surveys. Firstly, it is apparent that social media is of high importance for Terrorist groups as publicity is invaluable in their attempts to gain power. Social Media platforms need to do more by means of formal identification when user profiles are created so that they are specific to each individual. 96% of participants in the survey agreed that social media and news platforms provide free publicity to these groups and enables them to evoke fear across the world. The practicality of this recommendation is reasonable on the basis of social media companies being held accountable.
Secondly, the perception that nearly are terrorists are of Arabic and or Asian descent is a common misconception by members of the public. The issues surrounding this matter is a sensitive subject where racial prejudice is at the forefront which continues to fuel race related crimes. This recommendation could be met if those in favourable positions such as members of parliament are willing to tackle these issues head on.
Lastly, the UK’s terror threat has remained at substantial since 2019 and 84% of participants believe the threat level to be increasing at present. That being said, it is difficult to determine whether a terror attack on UK soil is imminent in the current climate however, a recommendation for advertisement for the signs of a terrorist’s persona, agenda, and the incorporation of all ethnicities could have a positive impact on society to dilute the bias stereotype that one shoe fits all regarding terrorist ethnicities. However, alternatively this could increase levels of fear on members of the public so it must be done sensibly and with consideration.
5.4 Conclusion
In conclusion, it is clear the terror threat will continue to change in future whether it be higher or lower and that naturally creates a level of uncertainty for everyone, it is apparent that no specific group of people are ultimately safe as there often is no specific targeted group when terror attacks have occurred in the past. The role of social media and news platforms has a catastrophic impact on members of the public and the general biased stereotype of what a terrorist looks like. This dissertation has established key findings surrounding the issues such as the vulnerabilities of people who face diversity, alienation and resentment which subsequently leads to those searching for purpose and a sense of inclusiveness within terror groups. Such as involved within communities, countries, and governments, and the vulnerabilities of each category which contribute to the general makeup of a terrorist and the intentions they possess.
To conclude this project, the highlighting of relevant and poignant issues has been referenced and discussed throughout and occur on almost every occasion and theme. It is vital to note that there is, and always will be areas of improvement and future research such as preventative infrastructure and measures that can support vulnerable people who may consider terror groups as a sense of belonging. This could be improved to comprehend a better understanding and in turn benefit civilisation in its entirety. What could not be answered is count-terrorist measures that are already established in preventing terrorism, understandably this information would be top secret. If not, such information would be unarguably used against them.













Bibliography
Abbas. (2019). Producing “internal suspect bodies”: divisive effects of UK counter‐terrorism measures on Muslim communities in Leeds and Bradford. The British Journal of Sociology. Available at: https://doi.org/10.1111/1468-4446.12366 [Accessed 11 July 2023].
Aly, A. (2013) The policy response to home-grown terrorism: reconceptualising Prevent and Resilience as collective resistance. Journal of Policing, Intelligence and Counter Terrorism. Available at: 10.1080/18335330.2013.789594 [Accessed 11 July 2023].
Anderson, D. (2017). Attacks in London and Manchester. Independent assessment of MI5 and Police Internal Reviews. GOV UK. Available at: https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/664682/Attacks_in_London_and_Manchester_Open_Report.pdf [Accessed 11 July 2023].
Al-Sumait, F. Lingle, C. & Domke, D. (2009). Terrorism's cause and cure: the rhetorical regime of democracy in the US and UK. Critical Studies on Terrorism. Available at: 10.1080/17539150902752432 [Accessed 10 July 2023].
Azam, J.-P., & Thelen, V. (2010). Foreign Aid Versus Military Intervention in the War on Terror. Journal of Conflict Resolution. Available at: https://doi.org/10.1177/0022002709356051 [Accessed 11 July 2023].
Barberá, P., & Rivero, G. (2014). Understanding the political representativeness of Twitter users. Social Science Computer Review. Available at: 10.1177/0894439314558836 [Accessed 23 November 2023].
Bartlett, J., Miller, C., Crump, J. and Middleton, L. (2013). Policing in an Information Age. Centre for Analysis of Social Media. Demos. Available at: http://www.demos.co.uk/files/DEMOS_Policing_in_an_Information_Age_v1.pdf?1364295365 [Accessed 13 July 2023].
Baucum, & John, R. (2020). The Psychophysics of Terror Attack Casualty Counts. Risk Analysis. https://doi.org/10.1111/risa.13396 [Accessed 12 July 2023].
Blomberg, S. B., Gaibulloev, K., & Sandler, T. (2011). Terrorist group survival: ideology, tactics, and base of operations. Public Choice. Available at: http://www.jstor.org/stable/41483745 [Accessed 12 July 2023].
Boer, M. D. (2016). Counter-Terrorism, Security and Intelligence in the EU: Governance Challenges for Collection, Exchange and Analysis. Intelligence and National Security. Available at: https://www.taylorfrancis.com/chapters/edit/10.4324/9781315674360-16/counter-terrorism-security-intelligence-eu-governance-challenges-collection-exchange-analysis-monica-den-boer [Accessed 13 July 2023].
Bryman, A. (2016). Social Research Methods (5th ed.). London: Oxford University Press. Available at: https://ktpu.kpi.ua/wp-content/uploads/2014/02/social-research-methods-alan-bryman.pdf [Accessed 01/09/2023].
Carter, D. L. and Carter, J. G. (2009). Intelligence Led Policing: Conceptual Considerations for Policy. Criminal Justice Policy Review. Available at: https://core.ac.uk/download/pdf/46958201.pdf [Accessed 14 July 2023].
College of Policing. (2015). Intelligence Collection, Development and Dissemination. College of Policing. Available at: https://www.app.college.police.uk/app-content/intelligence-management/intelligence-cycle [Accessed 14 July 2023].
Council of Europe. (2005). Special investigation techniques in relation to serious crimes including acts of terrorism. Council of Europe Committee of Ministers. Council of Europe Publishing. Available at: https://www.coe.int/t/dg1/legalcooperation/economiccrime/organisedcrime/Rec_2005_10.pdf [Accessed 14 July 2023].
CINCU, A. (2016). The roots of violent radicalisation of young Muslims in the United Kingdom. Implications on the future of British multiculturalism. Research and Science Today. Supplement No.1. Available at: https://www.proquest.com/docview/1826906597?accountid=130472&parentSessionId=4LJzgwM%2FWnBz6pkel3SBYY1sSQ0GknXedMVCC4X3IeU%3D&pq-origsite=primo [Accessed 12 July 2023].
Corbin, J., Helm, R. & Klerk, W. (2002). Al-Qaeda. Het terreurnetwerk van Osama bin Laden. London: Simon & Schuster UK. Available at: https://www.foreign.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/Tora_Bora_Report.pdf? [Accessed 13 July 2023].
Dolberg O. T., Barkai G., Leor A., Rapoport H., Bloch M., Schreiber S. (2010). Injured civilian survivors of suicide bomb attacks: From partial PTSD to recovery or to traumatisation. Where is the turning point? The World Journal of Biological Psychiatry 11. Available at: https://www.researchgate.net/publication/41893524_Injured_civilian_survivors_of_suicide_bomb_attacks_From_partial_PTSD_to_recovery_or_to_traumatisation_Where_is_the_turning_point [Accessed 12 July 2023].
D’Orazio, V. & Salehyan, I. (2018). Who is a Terrorist? Ethnicity, Group Affiliation, and Understandings of Political Violence. International Interactions. DOI: 10.1080/03050629.2018.1500911 [Accessed 02 December 2023].
Fawcett, D. (2017). Huge rise in people seeking help for race hate crime following terror attacks. Victim Support Organisation. Available at: https://www.victimsupport.org.uk/huge-rise-people-seeking-help-race-hate-crime-following-terror-attacks/ [Accessed 11 July 2023].
Foa, E., Cahill, S., Boscarino, J. et al. (2005). Social, Psychological, and Psychiatric Interventions Following Terrorist Attacks: Recommendations for Practice and Research. Neuropsychopharmacology 30. Available at: https://doi.org/10.1038/sj.npp.1300815 [Accessed 12 July 2023].
Frammolino, R. (2006). Britain’s Muslim outreach hits a rough patch; The use of community groups, social programs and goodwill forums to combat Islamic extremists is eclipsed by the recent arrests. LATimes.com. Available at: http://libproxy.nps.edu:8080/login?url=http://proquest.umi.com.libproxy.nps.edu:8080/pqdweb?did=1100803181&sid=1&Fmt=3&clientId=11969&RQT=309&V [Accessed 11 July 2023].
Frank, & Gruber, E. (2012). Literature and terrorism: comparative perspectives. Rodopi. Available at: https://brill-com.ezproxy.uwtsd.ac.uk/display/title/31018 [Accessed 10 July 2023].
Freilich, J. D., Chermak, S. M., Belli, R., Gruenewald, J., & Parkin, W. S. (2014). Introducing the United States extremist crime Database (ECDB). Terrorism and Political Violence. 26(2). Available at: https://www.start.umd.edu/publication/introducing-united-states-extremist-crime-database-ecdb [Accessed 01 July 2023].
Goodwin, J. (2019). The causes of terrorism. The Oxford handbook of terrorism. Oxford University Press. Available at: https://books.google.co.uk/books?hl=en&lr=&id=PxiMDwAAQBAJ&oi=fnd&pg=PA253&dq=causes+of+terrorism&ots=dvi33cJ_98&sig=QWa1zxM2-qlGuJ_kf1yyehyruyE&redir_esc=y#v=onepage&q&f=false [Accessed 15 November 2023].
Hale-Ross. (2018). Digital privacy, terrorism, and law enforcement: the UK’s response to terrorist communication (First edition.). Routledge, an imprint of Taylor and Francis. Available at: https://www.taylorfrancis.com/books/mono/10.4324/9781351118989/digital-privacy-terrorism-law-enforcement-simon-hale-ross [Accessed 14 July 2023].
Home Office UK. (2021). Proscribed Terrorist groups or organisations. Home Office. GOV UK. Available at: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/proscribed-terror-groups-or-organisations--2/proscribed-terrorist-groups-or-organisations-accessible-version [Accessed 10 July 2023].
Home Office UK. (2023). Counter-terrorism strategy (CONTEST) 2023. Home Office. GOV UK. Available at: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/counter-terrorism-strategy-contest-2023/counter-terrorism-strategy-contest-2023-accessible [Accessed 14 July 2023].
Hossain, M. S. (2015). Social Media and Terrorism: Threats and Challenges to the Modern Era. South Asian Survey, 22(2), 136–155. https://doi.org/10.1177/0971523117753280 [Accessed 10 July 2023]
Jackson, & Lacey, W. R. (2007). Homegrown Terror: The United Kingdom as a Case Study. Available at: https://apps.dtic.mil/sti/pdfs/ADA494783.pdf [Accessed 11 July 2023].
Jayes, J. (2022). What History Tells Us About How Terror Campaigns End. Beyond the War Paradigm. Available at: https://watson.brown.edu/costsofwar/files/cow/imce/people/Walkup%20Jayes_War%20Paradigm%20Paper_2022_02_08.pdf [Accessed 02 December 2023].
Jore, S.H. (2020). Is resilience a favourable concept in terrorism research? The multifaceted discourses of resilience in the academic literature. Critical Studies on Terrorism. Available at: 10.1080/17539153.2020.1733788 [Accessed 11 July 2023].
Johnson, B. (2019). Governments Response to the Intelligence and Security Committee of Parliament Report ‘The 2017 Attacks: What needs to change?’. Houses of Parliament. Available at: https://isc.independent.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/CCS207_CCS0119361008-001_Govt_response-2017_Attacks_Accessible.pdf [Accessed 11 July 2023].
Krueger, Krueger, A. B., & Krueger, A. B. (2018). What Makes a Terrorist: Economics and the Roots of Terrorism - 10th Anniversary Edition. Princeton University Press. Available at: https://doi.org/10.1515/9781400888979 [Accessed 11 July 2023].
Lancashire County Council. (nd). Counter Terrorism – Channel Programme. Lancashire County Council. Available at: https://www.lancashire.gov.uk/council/transparency/access-to-information/service-and-project-specific-privacy-notices/counter-terrorism-channel-programme/ [Accessed 14 July 2023].
Landman, Todd (2007). "Imminence and Proportionality: The U.S. and U.K. Responses to Global Terrorism," California Western International Law Journal: Vol. 38: No. 1, Article 9. Available at: https://scholarlycommons.law.cwsl.edu/cwilj/vol38/iss1/9 [Accessed 01 July 2023].
Levy, I. Yusuf, A. (2021). How Do Terrorist Organizations Make Money? Terrorist Funding and Innovation in the Case of al-Shabaab. Studies in Conflict & Terrorism, 44:12. 1167-1189. Available at: 10.1080/1057610X.2019.1628622 [Accessed 06 July 2023].
Manchester Arena Inquiry. (2023). Report of the Public Inquiry into the Attack on Manchester Area on 22nd May 2017. Manchester Arena Inquiry Volume 3: Radicalisation and Preventability. Available at: https://files.manchesterarenainquiry.org.uk/reports/2023/MAI-Final-PDF-Volume-3.pdf [Accessed 03 November 2023].
Meierrieks, & Gries, T. (2013). Causality between terrorism and economic growth. Journal of Peace Research. Available at: https://doi.org/10.1177/0022343312445650 [Accessed 11 July 2023].
Park, J., & Bali, V. (2017). International Terrorism and the Political Survival of Leaders. The Journal of Conflict Resolution. Available at: http://www.jstor.org/stable/26363932 [Accessed 11 July 2023].
Paz García-Vera, M., Sanz, J., & Gutiérrez, S. (2016). A Systematic Review of the Literature on Posttraumatic Stress Disorder in Victims of Terrorist Attacks. Psychological Reports. https://doi.org/10.1177/0033294116658243 [Accessed 12 July 2023].

Piazza. J, A. (2011). Poverty, minority economic discrimination, and domestic terrorism. Journal of Peace Research. Available at: https://doi.org/10.1177/0022343310397404 [Accessed 12 July 2023].
Piazza, J. A. (2021). Fake news: The effects of social media disinformation on domestic terrorism. Dynamics of Asymmetric Conflict. Available at: https://doi.org/10.1080/17467586.2021.1895263. [Accessed 23 November 2023].
Rapoport, D. (2011). “The Four Waves of Modern Terrorism”. Terrorism Studies: A Reader. Available at: https://www.researchgate.net/publication/286896869_The_four_waves_of_modern_terror_International_dimensions_and_consequences [Accessed 15 July 2023].
RICHARDS, A. (2011). The problem with “radicalization”: the remit of “Prevent” and the need to refocus on terrorism in the UK. International Affairs. Available at: https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1468-2346.2011.00964.x [Accessed 11 July 2023].
Ross, T., & Mcdonald, A. (2023). MI5 considers raising UK terror threat level. Politico. 20th October. Available at: https://www.politico.eu/article/mi5-considers-raising-uk-terror-alert-level/ [Accessed 02 December 2023].
Rushchenko, J. (2019). Terrorist recruitment and prison radicalization: Assessing the UK experiment of ‘separation centres.’ European Journal of Criminology. Available at: https://doi.org/10.1177/1477370819828946 [Accessed 11 July 2023].
Saggar. (2019). “Just three Skittles in a bowl will kill you. Would you take a handful?” Evidence, public policy and Islamist-inspired violent extremism. Patterns of Prejudice. Available at: https://doi.org/10.1080/0031322X.2019.1577006 [Accessed 12 July 2023].
Sandler, T. (2014). The analytical study of terrorism: Taking stock. Journal of Peace Research. Available at: https://doi.org/10.1177/0022343313491277 [Accessed 11 July 2023].
Saunders, M., Lewis, P. and Thornhill, A. (2016). The Research Onion. Research Methods for Business Students. 7th Edition, Pearson, Harlow. Available at: https://www.researchgate.net/publication/330760964_Research_Methods_for_Business_Students_Chapter_4_Understanding_research_philosophy_and_approaches_to_theory_development [Accessed 01/09/2023].
Shelef, L., Schiff, M., Pat-Horenczyk, R. and Dekel, R. (2022). Contribution of the COR theory to the process of coping with invisible threats. Covid-19 vs terrorism. Available at: https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC8753990/ [Accessed 02 December 2023].
Singer, S. (2015). Terrorism and Exclusion from Refugee Status in the UK. Leiden, The Netherlands: Brill | Nijhoff. Available at: https://doi-org.ezproxy.uwtsd.ac.uk/10.1163/9789004292062 [Accessed 01 July 2023].
Speckhard, A., & Ellenberg, M. (2020). Breaking the ISIS brand counter narrative Facebook campaigns in Europe. Journal of Strategic Security. Available at: https://doi.org/10.5038/1944-0472.13.3.1844 [Accessed 23 November 2023].
Turnball, A. (2004). Draft Report on Young Muslims and Extremism. UK Foreign and Commonwealth Home Office. Cabinet Office. Available at: https://www.globalsecurity.org/security/library/report/2004/muslimext-uk.htm?utm_content=cmp-true [Accessed 11 July 2023].
United Nations. (2008). Human Rights, Terrorism and Counter-Terrorism. United Nations Global Counter-Terrorism Strategy. Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights. Available at: https://www.ohchr.org/sites/default/files/Documents/Publications/Factsheet32EN.pdf [Accessed 15 July 2023].
United Nations. (2018). Introduction to International Terrorism. Education for Justice and University Module Series. Counter-Terrorism. United Nations Officer on Drugs and Crime. Available at: https://www.unodc.org/documents/e4j/18-04932_CT_Mod_01_ebook_FINALpdf.pdf [Accessed 06 July 2023].
Walker, C. (2011). Terrorism and the Law. Oxford University Press. Available at: https://books.google.co.uk/books?hl=en&lr=&id=Y5WPptBogbYC&oi=fnd&pg=PR9&dq=legal+and+security+measures+for+terrorism+uk&ots=d8Dqzl_i9T&sig=q3yQOJT5duuq1V-xck3S1Wq_W3w&redir_esc=y#v=onepage&q=legal%20and%20security%20measures%20for%20terrorism%20uk&f=false [Accessed 13 July 2023].
Weimann, G. (2015). Terrorism in cyberspace: The next generation. Columbia University Press.
Welch, K. (2016). Middle Eastern terrorist stereotypes and anti-terror policy support. The effect of perceived minority threat. Race and Justice. Available at: https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/epub/10.1177/2153368715590478 [Accessed 13 November 2023].
Young, M. (2019). ‘Boy who grew into evil far-right mass killer as 49 murdered at prayers’. Mirror. 15 March. Available at: https://www.mirror.co.uk/news/world-news/new-zealand-shooting-brenton-tarrant-14142703 [Accessed 19 December 2023].















Chapter Seven: Appendices
7.1 Appendix One: Questionnaire


Louie Hall 2029379 - A questionnaire on Terrorism.
A questionnaire to comprehend the term ‘Terrorist’ and explain the cause and effect of Terrorism within the UK from 2000 to Present.





1. Today's date





2. Gender

[image: ] Male [image: ] Female
[image: ] Non-binary Prefer not to say[image: ]



2

3. Age group

[image: ] 18-25

[image: ] 26-35

[image: ] 36-45

[image: ] 46-55

[image: ] 56-65

65+[image: ]







4. What is your current policing role

[image: ] Criminal Investigation Department (CID) [image: ] Major Crime Investigation Team (MCIT)
[image: ] Wales Extremism and Counter Terrorism Unit (WECTU) [image: ] Neighbourhood Policing Team (NPT)
Response[image: ]



5. How many years service do you have?

[image: ] Less than 1 year [image: ] 2 - 5 years
[image: ]  6 - 10 years

[image: ]  10 - 15 years

16 years +[image: ]







6. In you own words, what is Terrorism to you?


7. Which statement is a commonly used definition of terrorism?

A terrorist attack is that which uses the threat or use of organized violence to
[image: ] achieve political objectives. This may include kidnappings and organized violence for financial gain, and such attacks can be undertaken by groups or individuals.

Terrorism involves the use or threat of violence. It is perpetrated by an organized group and used to achieve political objectives. The violence is directed against a wider target audience than its immediate victims, frequently civilians. While a government can be a perpetrator of violence or the target, it is only considered an act of terrorism if the other actor is not a government. Lastly, terrorism is a weapon of the weak.[image: ]



Terrorist violence is a form of psychological warfare that generates fear in a target audience by attacking members of that group. Selected targets are chosen at
[image: ] random from a cross-section of groups within the state ranging from political representatives, security forces, civilians, or law enforcement. Random acts of violence contribute to the sense of insecurity and societal instability.

Terrorism is a broad concept that is understood to denote the threat or use of organized violence for the attainment of political objectives. The definition may therefore be inclusive of governments as targets or perpetrators and cases of war (hot and cold) where terror and counter-terror measures are tactics of either side.[image: ]



[image: ] All of the above Not sure[image: ]





8. Do you believe the UK’s terror threat is increasing?

[image: ] Yes [image: ] No
Not sure[image: ]



9. What fuels Terrorism?

[image: ] Poverty

[image: ] Political Factors

[image: ] Religious beliefs and/or ideologies [image: ] Socioeconomical factors
[image: ] Social marginalisation and/or alienation [image: ] Historical grievances
[image: ] Mental illness [image: ] All of the above [image: ] Not sure
None[image: ]







10. In your opinion, are social media and news platforms providing Terror Groups publicity?

[image: ] Yes [image: ] No
Not sure[image: ]



11. In your opinion, do you believe members of the public stereotype ethnic minorities as a consequence of terrorism?

[image: ] Yes [image: ] No
Not sure[image: ]







12. What preventative security measures might a government take in defence of a potential future terrorist attack?

Prevention is normally associated with the concept of terrorism as war or crime. All [image: ] governments will practise prevention by seeking to arrest or eliminate those actively
involved in the violence.

Informers inside the terrorist groups can be key assets for the security forces for [image: ] gathering intelligence. An intelligence coup greatly enhances the prospect of
stopping terrorist operations once a group has been compromised.

Prevention can be attempted by securing the physical integrity of targets and key [image: ] political installations, particularly weapons installations, national buildings, national
or cultural symbols, or defence deployments.

[image: ] All of the above Not sure[image: ]



13. What are the signs of radicalisation?

[image: ] Isolating themselves from family and friends [image: ] Talking as if from a scripted speech
[image: ] Unwillingness or inability to discuss their views [image: ] Increased levels of anger
[image: ]  A sudden disrespectful attitude towards others

[image: ] Increased secretiveness, especially around internet use. [image: ] All of the above
Other[image: ]







14. Terrorism will always exist

[image: ] Strongly disagree [image: ] Disagree
[image: ] Neutral [image: ] Agree
Strongly agree[image: ]







15. Remarks
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Gender

Count of ID	
Male	Female	Prefer not to say	37	17	1	

Age Group


Count of ID	
18-25	26-35	36-45	46-55	56-65	65+	3	19	13	13	6	1	

What is your current policing role




Total	Crime Investigation Department	Major Crime Investigation Team	Neighbourhood Policing Team	Response	Wales Extremism and Counter Terrorism Unit	12	6	13	18	6	


Do you believe the UK’s terror threat is increasing? 

Do you believe the UK’s terror threat is increasing?	Yes	No	46	9	



2

image4.png
Figure 2.1: In your opinion, are social media and
news platforms providing Terror Groups
publicity?

\

= Yes = No
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5| Has penmission to Undertake the, {ITES aftach copy)
research has been provided by the | If NO the application | YES | O NO o
partner arganisation? cannot cantinue

Where research activity is carried out in collaboration with an external organisation

10 | Does this organisation have its own ethics approval system? | YES | O NO o
If'ves, please attach a copy of any final appraval (or interim approval) from the organisation (this
may be a copy of an email If appropriate)

SECTION E: Details of Research Activity

1 [indicative title: The causes and effects of Temarism within the UK

2 |Proposed start date: 29/03/2023 Proposed end date: 02/01/2024
Introduction to the Research (maximum 300 words per section)

Ensure that you write for a Non-Specialist Audience when outlining your response to the
points below:

Purnose of Research Adtivity

Proposed Research Question

Aims of Research Adtivity

Objestives of Research Activily

Demonstrate, briefly, how Existing Research has informed the proposed activity and explain
\What the research activity will acid to the body of knowledge

How It adctesses an area of importance.

Purpose of Research Activity

The purpose of this research is to elaborate on current literature and reports surrounding Terroism and the
support available within the Urnited Kingdorn. There is an abundance of information available that s relevant to

3 |Terrorism within the UK that covers large, linked areas such radicalisation, grooing and money laurdering.
[Aims of the research is to explore in depth the concepts behind terrorism and how the causes and effects on
the Uk
Research Question

A Definition, general perception, and concept of the term terrorism —What do police and non-
police emplayees perceive Termrism to be & what do they believe the defintion 1s?

B. Causes, everts and effects of temor attacks — Can police and non-police employees identify

i what causes Temor and Terrorism? What  Terrar attack can be defined as?

C. Reparts, support & countering terrorism — Do palice and nan-police emplayees know the
support avallable to them regarding Terrorism and the safeguarding in place? Do police and
non-palice employees understand and know how ta report their concems?

this box should expand as youtype)
[Aims of Research Activity
5 |The aims of this research activiy are to gain a general understanding of the word "Terrorism’ what causes it

and the effects of it within the UK This research also irms to promote a more in depth understanding of
[Terrorisrm, whilst raising awareness to empower police and non-police erployeesto report such concerns
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Objectives of Research Activity

The objective of the research activity s to conduct a literature review surrounding the impact of
Terorism within the UK.

To explare the measures in place to counter Terrrism

To explare those who are at risk of being involved in acts of Terrar,

Proposed methods (maximum 600 words)

Provide a brief summary of all the methods that may be used in the research activity, making it clear
what specific techniaues may be used. If methods ather than those listed in this section are deemed
appropriate later, additional ethical approval for those methads will be needed. “You do not need to
[stify the methads here, bt should instead describe how you intend to collect the data necessary
for vou to complete vour project

The proposed methads usedto establish the data of this research will be In the way of @
questionnaire where participants will be asked ta provide answers to several questions. Such
questionnaires will be given to numerous employees of the police service

7 |A questionnaire will be issued to each individuial member of staff thraugh sectors listed abave,
approximately 10 members fram 5 sectors will be asked to complete such questionnaire.

Location of research activity
| dentify all lacations where research activity will take place.

(Questionnaires will be issued via an oniine link where participarts wil be able to complete the
o |auestionnaire attheir own discretion

Research activity outside of the UK
I research activity will take place overseas, you are respansible for ensuring that Iocal ettical
cansiderations are complied with and that the relevant permissians are sought. Spectty arny local
quidelines (e . from ocal professional associationsfieamed societies/universities) that exist and
whether these invalve any ethical stipulations beyond those usual in the UK (provide details of any
licenses or permissians required). Alsa specify whether there are any specific ethical issues raised
by the Iocal cantext in which the research activity is taking place, for example, particular cutural
andior lecal sensitivities ar vunerabilities of particinants. If you live in the country where you will do
the research then please state this

3

Use of docum entation not in the puBIc domain: Are any documerts NOT NO =
10| publicly avalable?
YES o

73, please provide Jetalls REre of Now youwil Gain access 0 Specific docUmentation it 1s not
inthe public domain and that this is in accordance with the current data pratection law of the
11| country in question and that af England and Wales
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his b showid expand 2s you type

Does your research relate to one or more of the seven aims of the Well-being
of Future Generations (Wales) Act 20157 YES | NO

12 | A prosperaus Wales

13 | A resilient Wales

14 | A healthier Wales

15 | Amore equal Wales

16 | AWales of cohesive communities

17 | AWwales of vibrant culture and thriving Welsh language

olo|ofo|o|o|o
Ll = e

18 | A globally respansible Wales

19 | IF YES to any of the above, please give detals

SECTION F: Scope of Research Activity

Will the research activity include: YES | NO

1| Use of a questionnaire or similar research instrument?

Use of interviews?

Use of facus groups?

Use of participant diaries?

Use of video or auda recording?

Use of computer-generated log files?

Participant hservation with their knowledge?

Participant observation without their knawledge?

“ACCes5 [0 personal or Conaential Information WOLE e paricipants spechic
consent?

‘Administration of any auestions, test stimul, presentation that may be.
experienced as physically, mentally o emotionally harmful / ffensive?

11 | Perfarmance of any acts which may cause embamassment or affect self-esteem?

ala]w[a]a]=]=]w

12 | Investigation of participants invalved in ilegal activities?

13 | Use of procedures that involve deception?

14 | Administration of any substance, agert o placebo?

15 | Working with live vertebrate animals?

o|ojojojojo|o|o|o|ofo|o|o|o|o|a
g(n|p|e|e|ln(e|e|(e|(e|e|e(a|(e|a|o

16 | Procedures that may have a negative impact on the envirnment?
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"7 | Oier primary data collection methods. Please Indicate e type of data collection
methor(s) below
Details of any oher primary data collection method -
o

ITNO to every question, then the research activity is (SEhically) Iow risk and may be exempt from somme of the
fallawing sections (please refer to Guidance Notes)

IT'YES to any question, then no research activity should be undertaken urtil ful ethical approval has been
obtained

SECTION G: Intended Participants

Ifthere are no participants then do nat complete this section, but go directly to section H

Who are the Intended participants:
ves | no
1| Stugents or statt ot the University? o[ =
2 | Adus (over the age of 18 and competent to give consert)? ® [ o
3 | vuneratie aduts? o[ =
4| CFidren and Young Pesple thaer e age o 187 (Consentirom Parert, Careror | o | g
Guartian will be required)
5 | Prisoners? EH G
6 | Young offenders? o | m
[ TFo5% WHo coLld be ConeIaered Io Have & pamieuiany Gependent reeionamp win |0 [ g
the investigator or a gatekeeper?
5 | Peaple engaged in llegal activities? o[ =
Oifers. Please indicate the participants below, and speciically any Group who
9 | may be unable to give consent
Detals of any ofer paricipant groups ol =
Participant numbers and source
Provide an estimate of the expected number of participants. How will you identit participants and
how will they be recruited?
HOW mary participants are | Approdmately 50 paricipants
10 | expected?
Such questionnaires will be givento numerous employees of the
polce service. The questionnaire wil be issued o each indvidual
| member of staff through sectars listed above, appraximately 10
11 | Whowill the participants be? | oo from 5 sectars will be asked to com plete such
questionnaire
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How will you identify the onto their peers and calleagues.

Participarts wil be selected at random to refer fhe qUestonnaie

12 | partcipants?

Thformation for participants:
ves | no | wa

o [ Wil va Geacibe e man researth pracedures I pariepants i = el
advance, 5o that they are informed aboutwhat fo expect?

14| Wil youtell participants that ther participaton Is voluntary? 8 | o | o

15 | Wil you obtain written consentfor partcipation? m |o| o

o [P yaU exilan o partcipants B refusal o pariiate 11 e = Tal s
research il not affect thei reatment or educaton (I relevant)?

1 [fthe research is observational, wil you ask paricipants for heir s el
Consent to being observed?

o | W yau el patcparts that ey may winaraw fom e eseaha [ @ | o | o
any fime and for any reason?

15 [ Wi questonnares, wil you Ve parieipants Tie opton o oring s Tal s
questions they do nétwant o answer?

2 | Wl vou tell partcioants that their data Wl b teated Wil = 1o o
Confiertialty and that, f published_ twil not be dentiiable as theirs?

=7 [ Wil you Gebret participants a e end of ther paricipaion. 11away | @ | 5 | o
appropriate to the type o research undertaien?

22 [[11NO to any of above questions, please give an expianation
Information for participants: ool ol s

24 | Will participants be paid? El IR

25 [ 15 specialst electical or other equipment to be used with patipars? | @ | @ | @

e | A1 There ary firantial o ofher iereets f e ivestioato or E ol
Universiy arsing from this stugy?

7 [l research actiiy invalve GeTGErately MSTEan Faeia® |5 | @ | o
any way, o the partial o full concealment ofthe specific stucy ams?

28 [ I S to any question, please provide fulldetais

SECTION H: Anticipated Risks
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Outline any anticipated risKs that may adversely affect any of the participants, the
researchers and/or the University, and the steps that will be taken to address them.

Ifyou have completed a full risk assessment (for example as required by a laboratory, o external
research callaborator) you may append that to this form

Yes [ O
No =

1| Full isk assessment completed and appended?

Risks to participants
2 | For example: sectar-specific health & safety, emational distress, financial disclosure, physical harm,
transfer of persanal data, sensitive organisational infarmation

Risk 1o participarts How you wil G ate the 7k T parteipants

Participants in the questionnaire may be affected | ENsuring i participants in the research are

by the nature of the topic ‘Terrorism’ and the informed of the nature of the topic prior to

questions they are fomed from accepting the uestionnaire. | will provide a
feedback comments box atthe end of the

(i box shou expand a5 you type questionnaire for participants who wish to raise

any concems.

Tfresearch activity may include sensitive, embarrassing or Upsetting topics (2.0, sexual activity,
drug use) or issues likely to disclose infomation requining further action (e.q. criminal activity), dive
details of the procedures to deal with these issues, including any suppart/advice (e.0. helpline
numbers) to be offered to participants. Note that where applicable, consent procedures should
make it clear that if something potertially or actualy illegal s discovered in the course of a project,
it may need to be disclosed to the proper authorities

s and as you type)
Risks to the investigator

4| For example: personal health & safety, physical harm, emational distress, risk of accusation of
harmim propriety, conflict af interest

shout e

Risk 0 the Investigator. o yeu wil G ate the 7k 1 the i stgater
Similarty to the participants, a potential risk Speaking with peers and ather colleagues it
would be an emational reaction to the topic of required.

Termrism

pand as you typ

University/institutional risks

5 | For example: aiverse publicity, financial ioss, data protection
Risk D the Universiy. o you wil G ate The 7of T The Dnivarady
Loss of reputation from the university whilst Maintain professionalism throughout the
carying outthe research research.
s box shoutd exvend as you type

& | Environmental risks
For example: accidental spilage of pollutants, damage to local ecosystems
Risk t0 the environment Fow yau wil mRGate the i T emviGnmant
NiA NiA

{8his box shouit expa this box s
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Disclosure and Barring Service

TFhe research activity Involves ChilGren or vUNerable adits, a Discosure.
and Baming Service (DBS) certficate must be obtained before any YES | NO | N
cantact with such participants

7 | Does your research require you ta hold a current DBS Certiicate? o = o
IFES, please gve the certificate nUmBer. 7 the certficate nLMBer 1s not

6 | available please write "Pending”; in this case any ethical approval will be

sublect to providing the appropriate certificate number.

SECTION I: Feedback, Consent and Confidentiality

T

Feedback
What de-briefing and feedback will be provided to participants, how wil this be done and when?

Ensuring all participants in the research are informed of the nature of the topic prior to accepting the
questiornaire. | will provide a feedhack comments bax at the end of the guestionnaire for
participants wha wish ta raise any concems

2his box shouid expand as you tipe)

Informed consent
Describe the arrangements to inform potential participants, before providing consent, of whatis
involved In participating, Descrioe the arancements for participants to provide full consent before
data collection begins. If gaining consert in this way is inappropriate, explain how consent will be
obtained and recorded in accordance with prevailing data protection legistation

Consentwil be appraved by my line manager prior o commencing the research and 1 ensure
sufficientirformation is provided befare participants give thelr consent ta participate In the activity
Al participants will be infarmed they are free to withcraw from the questionnaire at any moment.

this box shoni

Confidentiality / Anonymity
Setout how anonymity of participants and corfidentiality will be ensured in any outpLts. If
anonymity is nat being offered, explain why this is the case.

Confidentiality and anonymity will be guaranteed by myself, the researcher. Al identities, details
and information will be secured via protected files on a encrypted wark computer

SECTION . Data Protection and Storage

Does the research activity VoIV personal data (@ defned by the General
Data Protection Regulation 2016 "GDPR" and the Data Pratection Act 2018 YES | NO
"DPA'Y?

“Personal data” means ary IMformation elaling (0 an Identiied of centiiable
natural person (‘data sublect). An identiiable natural person is one who can
te idertified, directly or indirectly, In particular by reference to an idertifier
suoh as & name, an identification number, iocation deta, an oniine identifier or o X
0 0ne or more factors Speciic 0 the physical, physiological, Genetic, mertal,
economic, cultural or sodial Identity of that natural person. Any video or audio
recordings of participants is considered to be personal data.

It YES, provide a description of the data and explain why this data needs to be callecter:

2
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Does it invalve special category data (as defined by the GDPR)? YES | NO

“Special caleqory data” eans sensiive persons] data consising of Information as
1o the data subjects —

2) racial or ethnic origin,

(8] poltical opinions,

{c) refgious beliefs o other beliefs of 2 similar nature,

3| () membership of 2 trade urion (within the meaning of the Trade Union and Labour o X

Relations (Consoldation) Act 1992),

(€] physical of mental heath or condition,

) soxua lfe,

1g) genetics,

{(#) biometic data (asused for 1D purposes),

IFYES, provide a description of the special cateqory data and explain why ffis dataneeds o be

collectedt
4

Will data from the research acivity (Collected data, drafts of thethesis, or | VES | NO

materials for publication) be stored in any of the following ways?
5 | Manual files (i . in paper fom)? o =
6 [ University computers? ] E
7 | Private compary computers? = o
8 | Home or other personal computers? o =
9 | Laptop computers/ CDs/ Partable disk-crives/ memory sticks? = o
10 | "Cloud" storage or websites? o =
1 | Omer—speciy = =

For all stored data, explain the measUres In piace i ensure the securily of the data collected, data
12 | confidertiaity, including details of backup procedures, passward protection, encryption,

ananymisation and pseudonymisation

A compressed fle with password wil be created The Use f fy personal organisation Iaptop which

is security encrypted.

Data Protection

Will the research activity involve any of the following acvities YES | NO
13 | Etectronic transfer of data in ary fom? o =
14 | Sharine of Gata with oihers at the University 0LtsiGe of the mmediate research | =

team?
15 | Sharing of data with other organisations? o =
16 | Export of data outsice the UK or importing of data from outside the UK? o =
17 | Use of personal addresses, posteades, faxes, emails or telephane numbers? o =
18 | Publication of data that might allow identfication of individals? o =
19 [ Use of data management system? o =
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20

Data archiving? o =

It YES to any ouestion, please provide full details, explaining how this will be conducted in

21 | accordance with the GDPR and Data Protection Act (2018) (and any intemational equivalents,
where apprapriate).
should expand as you type)
22 | List all who will have access to the data generated by the research activity.
MySEIF.(ths box shoutd expand as you type)
23 | st who will Rave conirol of, and act s cUstodian(s) for, data generated Dy the research actvity:
iyselr
@his box shouit expand as you type)
Give detalls of data storagie arangements, Inciuding Seciity measures in piace to protect the data,
24 | where datawill be stored, how lang for, and in what form Wil data be archived —if so how and it
not why not.
Irfarmation will be stored on my work laptop, which is encrypted, bit-locker, and password
protected. Once the research is completed, all data gathered wil be permanenty deleted
this box shous expand
25 | Please indicate If your data wil be stored inthe UWTSD Research Data Repository (see
hitps:/fresearchdata uwtsd ac uk/) If 5o please explain, (Mos! rejevant to acackmis staff)
NiA
o ut expand as you type)
Confirm that you have fead the UWTSD GUIANCE on ala managemert (see
26 | pitps: fwww uwtsd ac Uiglibrary/research-data management’) JES E
Canfirm thatyol are aware Thal you need I Keep all data Ul afer your
27 | research has completed or the end of your funding YES =
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SECTION K: Declaration

The information which | have provided is camect and complete to the best of my knowledge. | have
attempted to identify any risks and issues related to the research activity and acknowledge my
obligations and the rights of the participants.

In submitting this application | hereby confim that | undertake to ensure that the above named
research activity will meet the University's Research Ethics and Integrity Code of Practice which is
published on the website: fitos:www uwtsd ac Uk/researchiresearch-ethics/

Date:02/05/2023
1 | signature of applicant: [ LHALL

For STUDENT Submissions:
, | Drectoror Date:
Studies/Supervisor

3 | signature

For STAFF Submissions:

4 | Academic Director? Assistarnt Date:
Dean
5 | signature

Checklist: Please camplete the checklist below to ensure thatyou have completed the form according to the
quitelines and attached any required documentation

B |1 have read the guidance notes supplied befare completing the form

® |1 have completed ALL RELEVANT sections of the form in ful

® |1 confim that the research activity has received approval in principle

O |1 have attached a copy of finalinterim approval from exteral organisation (where appropriate)

o |1 nave attached a tull sk assessment (where apprapriate) ONLY TICK IF YOU HAVE
ATTAGHED A FULL RISK ASSESSMENT

s || understanathat it is my respansibilty to ensre that the above named research activity will meet
the University's Research Ethics and Integrity Code of Practice.
1 understand that before commencing data collection al documents aimed at respondents

B | (inclucing information shests, consent famns, questionnaires, interview schedues etc ) must be
canfirmed by the Dos/Supervisar, module tutor or Academic Director

RESEARCH STUDENTS ONLY
Once complete, subimit this farm via the MyTSD Doctoral College Portal at (https:/imytsd.uwtsd.ac.Uk)

RESEARCH STAFF ONLY
All communications refating to this application during its processing must be in writing and emalled t
Doresearch@uwtsd ac Uk , with the fitle 'Ethical Approval' fallawed by your name

STUDENTS ON UNDERGRADUATE OR TAUGHT MASTERS PROGRAMMES shouid submit this form
(and receive the autcome) via systems explained to you by the supervisormodule leader
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Figure 3.1: What fuels Terrorism?
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Figure 4.1:Do you believe the UK’s terror threat is
increasing?
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Figure 5.1: In your opinion, do you believe
members of the public stereotype ethnic
minorities as a consequence of terrorism?
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Figure 6.1:Will Terrorism always exist?
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Figure 7.1: What preventative security measures might a
government take in defence of a potential future
terrorist attack?

= Prevention is normally associated with the concept of terrorism as war or crime. All
governments will practise prevention by seeking to arrest or eliminate those actively
involved in the violence.

= Informers inside the terrorist groups can be key assets for the security forces for gathering
intelligence. An intelligence coup greatly enhances the prospect of
stopping terrorist operations once a group has been compromised.

= Prevention can be attempted by securing the physical integrity of targets and key political
installations, particularly weapons installations, national buildings, national
or cultural symbols, or defence deployments.

= All of the above
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Figure 1.1: What is your current policing role?

= Crime Investigation Department

= Response

= Wales Extremism and Counter Terrorism Unit
= Neighbourhood Policing Team

= Major Crime Investigation Team
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In your opinion, are social media and news
platforms providing Terror Groups publicity?
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In your opinion, do you believe members of the
public stereotype ethnic minorities as a
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UNDERGRADUATE DISSERTATION
RESEARCH PROPOSAL FORM

Please complete the following research proposal and submit it to Turnitin.
Which project option are you taking? Please tick:
8,000 word project: [X]

OR
4,000 word project and presentation:

NAME: Louie Hall 'STUDENT ID No.: 2029379

DRAFT RESEARCH TITLE QUESTION: An investigation into the cause and effect of
Terrorism within the UK from the year 2000 to present.
INTRODUCTION:

This topic has been selected as it is relevant to modern day policing and the general safety of
the British public. Despite acts of terror not being as often in the UK as other countries such as
the United States, Landman (2007) notes, the fear remains permanently present. This topic is
worthy of consideration due to the relevance it has and the abundance of research readily
available to delve into and to assess the current threat level that exists.

The purpose of this research is to elaborate on current literature and reports surrounding
Terrorism and the support readily available within the United Kingdom. There is an abundance
of information available that is relevant to Terrorism within the UK that covers large, linked areas
such radicalisation, grooming and money laundering. Aims of the research is to explore in depth
the concepts behind modern terrorism, it's causes, and how it affects the UK.

Understandably terrorism is not solely relating to just the United Kingdom, a comparison will be
completed and reviewed on how the UK currently compares to previous years and decades
when acts of Terror have occurred on British soil. Research suggests that Terrorism has existed
for approximately 200 years and throughout this period, the intention of instilling fear to the
public maintains its reputation (Garrison, 2004).

With information provided from Hill (2018) on the “Report of the Independent Reviewer of
Terrorism Legislation on the operation of The Terrorism Acts 2000 and 2006”, he notes the
“threat level within the UK remained at ‘Severe’ after the 2017 terrorist attacks on Manchester,
London Bridge, Finsbury Park and Parsons Green. To assist with a review of those, more recent
terror attacks, the 2017 Terror Attacks Review: 2018 report shows an in-depth review regarding
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what went wrong, what needs to change, and the government’s response to the intelligence
and security surrounding those events.

Previous research suggests vulnerable people are more at risk of being radicalised within the
education department and how it presents risk to those persons, their families, and the public
(Chisholm, Coulter & Public, 2017).

Throughout the research conducted thus far, three common themes are apparent in almost all
research available: radicalisation, financial funding, and criminal activity (United Nations,
2018). Terrorism is dependent on these components for global terror events to exist (Levy
and Yusuf, 2021). Throughout this research these components will be prevalent to the
comparisons and cross-analysis of readily available studies, reports, and reviews within the
UK and across the globe.

This research is extremely relevant as it has a direct effect on the entire British population,
countries overseas, as well as individuals who visit the UK.

SUMMARY OF RESEARCH OBJECTIVES:

The information gathered by the form of a questionnaire will provide insight into the
perception of Terrorism within the police force and partnering agencies. The key objectives
are list as below:

-Definition, general perception, and concept of the term terrorism — What do police employees
perceive Terrorism to be & what do they think the definition is?

-Causes, events and effects of terror attacks — Can police employees identify what causes
Terror and Terrorism? What a Terror attack can be defined as?

-Reports, support & countering terrorism — Do police and employees knowthe support available
to them regarding Terrorism and the safeguarding in place? Do police employees understand
and know how to report their concerns?

To answer the aim and questions imposed, a cross examination of studies, reports and reviews
will be conducted to provide similarities and dissimilarities nationally (Police forces and counter-
terror agencies in the UK) & internationally (police forces and counter terror agencies in other
countries).

Furthermore, an elaborate questionnaire aimed at police employees will provide a wide range
of evidence to support the aims and objectives mentioned above.

LITERATURE REVIEW:

According to Karimi et al., (2017), there isn’t a clear definition for Terrorism however, it can be
summarised as the instillment of fear, loss of life, and destruction on a global scale. This assists
in understanding that there is a lack of general conception and knowledge regarding the general
understanding of what Terrorism is. Due to the lack of understanding on definition, raising
awareness to bridge the gap on misinformation and increase general knowledge can only
provide positives.

To assist with a review of the more recent terror attacks, the 2017 Terror Attacks Review by
Chisholm, Coulter & Public (2017) report shows an in-depth review regarding what went wrong,
what needs to change, and the government’'s response to the intelligence and security
surrounding those events. With that the Governments response provides an insight into
operations in place as preventative measure that failed, and how to improve of national security
within the UK.
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Previous research suggests vulnerable people are more at risk of being radicalised within the
education department and how it presents risk to those persons, their families, and the public
(Chisholm, Coulter & Public, 2017).

In 2018 Hill (2018) conducted a review regarding Terrorism in the UK, the combativeness of
financial sanctions imposed proved a success in assisting the fight against terrorism.

By using studies in the United States as a comparison to assist my research who suggest that
terrorist groups often engage in criminal activity to provide currency (property or financial),
information, political attention, etc. (The United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime, 2012).
Studies such as these will provide an enough context and information for a comparison to
terrorism within the UK.

Huband (2002) provides insight into US and UK counter terror agencies when preventing
terrorist groups from having access to their funds to perform acts of terror. This research will
provide close comparisons into both nations and how they combat terrorist groups in a similar
fashion and how they link directly to organised crime.

One problem which remains prevalent is the confidentiality of terrorist and counter-terrorist
intelligence, activities, and members as anonymity between one another must co-exist for either
to be effective. Therefor research will be limited to what is readily available due to the threats
toward national security.

SUMMARY OF RESEARCH —-SURVEY METHOD:

The aims of this research activity is to gain a general understanding of the word ‘Terrorism’,
what causes it and the effects of it within the UK. This research also aims to provide an in
depth understanding of Terrorism, whilst raising awareness to empower police and non-police
employees to report such concerns.

By reviewing literature, reports and reviews already in place, this review can combine those
into cross-examinations to establish whether the information and actions in place to counter
terror have worked in more recent times.

A questionnaire aimed at 5 departments of the police and will include a variety of ages, sexes,
police ranks, and lengths of service to aid understanding. Whether members within police
roles have enough knowledge to foresee terrorist attacks such as indicators, risks, or
vulnerabilities, and whether they know how to report those concerns correctly.

SUMMARY OF SAMPLING FRAMEWORK:

A specific questionnaire on the topic of Terrorism involving participants from the public sector
consisting of police officers, police staff. This profession will provide specific feedback towards
the research as these sectors specifically encounter vulnerable members of the public daily.

ETHICAL ISSUES:

There will be no ethical issues throughout my research, all participants involved will be over the
age of 18 and will exclude witnesses, suspects and/or subjects. To guarantee this, | will be
using police computer systems to hand out questionnaires using my police email
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TIME SCALE:

Research proposal — 22/05/2023
Research methodology and questionnaire — 10/07/2023
Research methodology and planning — 11/09/2023
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