Ben Morris
University experience and learning to date.
Through my first three months of university, I have learned a fair amount when researching for my assignments. My university experience so far has made me realize that my past experiences in the workplace was very beneficial for my studies, as I have gone through a lot of things, I am currently studying in past jobs already. Although my lectures are long, I find them very useful as I can watch them back whenever I please and they offer a lot of good guidance on the basics off what I’m studying. Lectures also give me direction on where to research for further information. I find listening to more experienced student colleagues in lectures interesting as they often ask the lecturers very insightful questions which listening to has benefited my studies.
The university Moodle pages reading list section suggests books that will benefit our studies. I purchased “Fundamentals of building construction” by Allen Iano. It really helped me with my assignment and had all the relevant information in about materials used and suggestions for which foundations to use in my assignment. 
I find the “professional skills and health and safety” module interesting because I have not had a lot of experience in this area. The lectures do a good job of highlighting what is important and what we should concentrate our studies on. I have learned about who oversees what health and safety wise on a building site and what their duties consist of. I have also learned about CDM regulations and have learned how to design my own method statement. I enjoyed this task as I had to plan what machinery we would be using to carry out constructions, who we needed on site at the time of construction. I would also have to consider the risk factor for everyone on the site and think of ways to manage the risk.
 My assignments that I have been set, have allowed me to improve my researching skills. I have not done a lot of research in the past and I have learned how important it is to find strong information from reliable sources. I have learned how some websites will be biased and offer false information, to justify their actions/cause. I have also learned how beneficial referencing is, I still struggle with referencing, but I plan to improve in the future. 
I thoroughly enjoyed researching my site area for my “fundamentals of construction technology” assignment. I found it very interesting and learned a lot about the different things that can affect a potential site. Researching the local construction laws and restrictions and past environmental hazards was very insightful.
My past works taught me a lot especially when I was doing jobs for colleagues which were not my forte, I feel like I learned a lot this way and it gave me a general understanding of how the industry works. My work mainly consisted of counting inventory, chasing up contractors, filing and measuring. Chasing contractors really improved my social skills and made me feel more confident when talking to others. As I was working on a large site, I had a few opportunities to do practical on-site measuring using click wheels and a digital survey level, which I feel will benefit me in the future. Although most of the time I was analysing scale drawing. This helped me in my first “building materials” assignment, as we had to look at maps of the potential site. Using the skills, I learned I was able to measure out exactly where the potential site could be. This helped me analyse potential hazards and complications within the site area.
So far during my university studies and lectures I have learned about different types of foundations and how to decide which foundation type is most suitable depending on the ground type and what type of structure will be on top. I have also learned about potential hazards on a site and complications that will affect the building process. I have also learned about building laws and regulations and the processes that will have to be considered before plans can go underway. Besides, I have learnt the importance of health and safety on site and within the workplace and why certain rules and regulations are in place. I have learned about the dangers of equipment, machinery, weather, electronics, etc, and how to prevent accidents/injuries from happening. Additionally, I have also learned about PPE and how different tasks require different PPE. I found learning about welfare facilities on sites very intriguing and how every site must have the correct facilities to make it safe for workers.
I find the short revision videos and PowerPoints that my lecturers add to our team’s page very helpful. Sometimes I find it hard to concentrate through a two-hour long video, so these videos are perfect as our lecturers do a good job of getting a lot of relevant information into a short video or PowerPoint. I find it easier to skip through and concentrate on the information I am struggling with. Although, I would like to improve my attention span in the future and not get distracted so easily during lectures.
I would consider one of my strengths to be that I work very independently, although I think that one of my weaknesses is that I am too independent and need to get more involved with discussions in our online lectures. I also need to further research how to use software’s in relation to BIM as I find it very difficult and my efforts to learn the skills so far are not paying off.

