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Introduction to Site
Llanllyr, Talsarn hosts archaeological interest due to its consistent evidence of change from prehistory to medieval and modern eras. The site, located within the grounds of a working farm, is also believed to have previously hosted a medieval nunnery and 16/17th century house (Murphy, n.d).  The grounds themselves are located within the Aeron Valley, an area of similar archaeological intrigue connecting the water at Llyn Eiddwen to the sea at Aberaeron, altered geologically by glacial interference and subject to Mesolithic and Neolithic artifacts. The aim of the excavation was both to provide experience of the planning, managing and practical work involved within archaeology to students, and to better understand the site itself, ideally uncovering artifacts and stratigraphy pertaining to how the landscape has changed over time. 

Week One
Location:
South-West of Field 2, Llanllyr. 
Located towards and within the reeds towards the back-half of the field.

Narrative:
· Trench locations across site have been decided due to different points of potential archaeological interest, such as Tr14 including an area of potential river/water features, leading to an assumption that prehistoric finds may lie beneath. 
· Mapping and laying of trenches began; the process of mapping interesting to my group in particular as the site of our trench was collectively chosen, given the aforementioned likelihood of a river or water feature,  positioning of different surface vegetation, leading us to believe we may have finds differing from other trenches, considering their proximity to sites used in previous excavations.
· We found the initial mapping and laying of our trench difficult due to our collective misunderstanding of the method through which calculations of the trench size and angles were planned, however we corrected our mistakes with assistance from the site staff and our lecturers. 
· Once we had mapped out the trench borders, which is a process I had not realised the complexity and importance of, the group began deturfing. Over the course of this excavation I, as well as other members of my group with which I queried, discovered multiple technical processes involved within archaeology and while I was under no impression excavation was carried out with complete’ freedom, the level of detail involved in record keeping, ensuring trenches were even and correctly mapped, etc was surprisingly complex. 
· [bookmark: _Int_0zlfS6Fr]Deturfing involved me and another group member cutting the tiles of turf out of the ground with a spade, and the others removing and stacking it. The removed turf had to be stacked with the same surfaces maintaining contact with each other, for example turf to turf and soil to soil. This is presumably to protect the separate formations of the turf and soil respectively, as well as making backfilling easier at the end of the excavation project.

Week Two
Location:
Trench 14: South-West of Field 2, Llanllyr.
Located towards and within the reeds towards the back-half of the field. 

Narrative: 
· [bookmark: _Int_OPAKkTa4]The group began trowelling the first context of the trench, ensuring not to remove too much of the surface and initially attempting to keep our spoil heap as neat as possible, however as we worked into later context this began to slip. I found it difficult to remain consistent within my trowelling personally, and had reminders from my group not to get overly invested in one spot, particularly as we began finding charcoal and root substances even within our first context. 
· [bookmark: _Int_z6RdSfkN][bookmark: _Int_VTex9jGe]Trench 14 did not yield anything of archaeological significance by way of finds, other than the expected pieces of bedrock and quartz. While not what we were looking for, I gained the habit of becoming excited about any piece of stone that was found, prompting general annoyance from my group, as I would subsequently induce anticipation for our find to ultimately lead to nothing. 
· [bookmark: _Int_LyKwejsC][bookmark: _Int_ZQ6htHKI][bookmark: _Int_ymg4sXXf]Considering our group’s lack of finds, we began to mattock our trench in order to understand the differing contexts within our area. Much of our trench consisted of clay, and while it was possible to trowel, it was far more effective, particularly considering our focus on stratigraphy, to mattock in order to uncover the contexts more easily and quickly. 
· I personally spent much of this week sieving, which was significantly more confortable for me with my condition considered. However, I did participate in all other activities and found trowelling particularly rewarding, and it was something I enjoyed consistently throughout the period of this excavation. 
· [bookmark: _Int_F8ZXHwc4][bookmark: _Int_3i1f5AjX]While understanding the importance of maintaining a clear work environment for ourselves, the spoil heap located to the right of Trench 14 became somewhat unmanageable due to the composition of the different contexts we faced, particularly the different colours of clay. As much of our loose comprised of the clay itself, with the later inclusion of the water coming up from the bottom of the trench, we found the environment difficult to manage and keep clear and tidy.
· [bookmark: _Int_wnPzcGGF]Towards the end of this week, I also gained practical experience in site management by assisting in taking level readings. I was required to hold the staff so the readings themselves could be taken, a crucial step regarding site management and mapping. I also had the necessary equipment such as the dumpy level explained to me, as well as the uses of keywords such as temporary benchmarks, foresites and backsites. 

Week Three
Location:
Trench 14 – The “Lost Boys” trench: South-West of Field 2, Llanllyr
Located towards and within the reeds towards the back-half of the field. 

Narrative:
· [bookmark: _Int_SOlwJhSr][bookmark: _Int_YstFWRbN]Trench 14 had still not yielded any significant archaeological finds, other than some charred wood which had been carefully trowelled and left in situ by myself and another member of the group. Considering it had been found within a context of sodden clay, it was deemed more beneficial to leave it in place and surrounded by said clay in order to protect it in case of a useful find. However, despite our careful work, it was deemed not significant or useful towards our understanding of the site in relation to the Mesolithic or Paleolithic periods, thus Trench 14 became focused towards stratigraphy.
· [bookmark: _Int_sW2OyLdI]Once the trench had reached a sufficient depth, we began creating context sheets and creating a section drawing of our work. The group eventually uncovered sixteen different contexts, of which individual documentation sheets were filled out. This was both the most and least interesting part of the excavation, due to my predominant interest in a site conservation and management position within the archaeological field, but the groups collective exhaustion considering the proximity to the end of the excavation period. 
· [bookmark: _Int_1XyuSUII][bookmark: _Int_zHkt0LYw][bookmark: _Int_ggGJSaol][bookmark: _Int_LRsYheYN][bookmark: _Int_CjzP1udb]I found the process of creating the section drawing, of which I was very lucky to be allocated control over, rewarding with an overarching interest in art regardless, as the idea that such an important part of the documentation of our work would be my responsibility to create, particularly as we had been branded ‘the stratigraphy trench’. Despite requiring help from site staff in order to actually create the drawing, especially regarding scale and formatting, it was fairly easy to understand once myself and the member of my group taking measurements understood what was required in order to create the drawing correctly. Creating the section drawing was, similarly to many other aspects of this excavation process, significantly more technical and complicated than I had first anticipated, however the final image coming together as the trench in front of us was incredibly pleasing to the group.
· [bookmark: _Int_ORGdWghl][bookmark: _Int_tzlMdsaW][bookmark: _Int_guEWlPpT][bookmark: _Int_2MhU8NqK][bookmark: _Int_jtyQco6F][bookmark: _Int_9mzFIFJ1]The last day of site work involved backfilling our trench, once all site documentation had been completed, including the large amount of context sheets and section drawing. Backfilling became a community effort, with our group numbers multiplying as members from essentially every other group came together to assist us in replacing the spoil and turf. We did not have to add textile to our trench, given its history over the weeks of excavation at this site and its widely known reputation of not yielding any archaeological evidence we had hoped it would. This was however not a problem for us as naturally, the group was the last to complete the process of backfilling, and thus the extra step was not particularly missed given our circumstances. However, it was interesting to see the community effort to come out of the process, and it was incredibly pleasing to see the trench be restored to its original state, and not only because we were exhausted! There was particular effort from our group to restore the internal, recovered part of the trench to what it would have been like previous to our excavation, ensuring to replace similar contextual spoil within areas it would have come from.

[image: ]
Figure 1: Beginning stages of excavation, overseen by Martin.
[bookmark: _Int_2XfhtmZY][bookmark: _Int_33sL4xs3][bookmark: _Int_I6AR0u4q][image: ]
Figure 2: The only potential find from Trench 14.
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Figure 3: The stratigraphy of Trench 14, with context markers and guideline in place.
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Figure 4: Section drawing of Trench 14. 
[image: ]
Figure 5: Trench 14 having been almost entirely backfilled.

[bookmark: _Int_KI3Xzjq4]Word count: 1418 words, 500 additional image equivalent.
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